
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

 

USD 2.8 m six months net funding requirements 

 
Operational Updates 

 During February, WFP continued to strengthen national 

capacities in risk management and emergency 

preparedness, an important area of work to reach food 

and nutrition security in a multi-hazard country. As part 

of these efforts, WFP supported the implementation of a 

workshop with different national institutions, including 

the Ministry of Agriculture, the Nicaraguan Institute of 

Territorial Studies, and the National System for Disaster 

Prevention, Mitigation, and Response (SINAPRED). The 

workshop served to continue identifying ways to improve 

the national risk management platform, a national 

system that serves to collect and provide information and 

field data.  This is part of a long-term strategy to build an 

interoperable national information platform with real-

time information, which can be used by different 

Government institutions to inform emergency responses 

in the event of a shock.  With this information, decision-

makers will be able to reach those in need more 

effectively and efficiently.  

 WFP also continued to support SINAPRED in its work 

towards the development of a communication strategy, 

which seeks to generate awareness and a culture of 

preparedness, as well as improve risk perceptions among 

disaster-prone populations. As an initial step, during 

February, WFP together with SINAPRED, the United 

Nations International Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the 

Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) conducted 

focus groups discussions to inform the design of the 

strategy. The assessment was carried out with 

participants from 36 municipalities with high vulnerability 

and exposure to risks. The information collected will help 

determine the right communication channels, the 

messaging, and the information requirements of the 

different target groups. The strategy will be developed 

and institutionalized during 2019, as part of national risk 

management programmes.   

Gender 

 WFP is strongly committed to promoting gender equality 

and women’s empowerment in Nicaragua, as this is key 

to achieve zero hunger. To reach this goal, the Country 

Office worked over the past year to strengthen internal 

capacities in gender mainstreaming through its 

participation in the Gender Transformative Programme 

(GTP). The GTP is a corporate initiative led by WFP’s 

Gender Office with the aim of incorporating a gender 

 

 

Therefore, with the aim of bridging the gender gap in 

rural areas of the country, WFP is implementing a 

Women Economic Empowerment Strategy to assist 

smallholder farmers, providing women with a boost of 

technical assistance and inputs,  
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Operational Context 

Whilst Nicaragua has achieved sustained economic growth and 

human development in recent years, it continues to be a food deficit 

country (FAO 2016) and one of the poorest countries in Latin 

America. Undernourishment has improved, yet the prevalence of 

chronic undernutrition is 17 per cent and rates are higher in Madriz 

(30 per cent), Jinotega, and Nueva Segovia (28 per cent). 

Additionally, obesity and overweight are on the rise.  

Nicaragua is vulnerable to recurrent natural disasters, ranking 

fourth in the Long-Term World Climate Risk Index (Germanwatch, 

2016). Food insecurity relates closely to poverty, recurrent natural 

disasters, and the effects of climate change.   

Agriculture accounts for 17 per cent of the Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) and is the main source of livelihoods for 80 per cent of the 

rural population, including vulnerable women and men farmers, 

who struggle to place their production in formal markets. Women 

farmers face greater challenges than men do to due to the 

persistence of a gender gap in rural areas. 

WFP supports the Government’s Zero Hunger efforts by 

strengthening social safety nets, fostering disaster risk reduction 

and food security of smallholder farmers. WFP has been present in 

Nicaragua since 1971.  

 

2015 Human Development Index: 124 

out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 17% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 6.08 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Contact info: Maria Elena Velázquez (mariaelena.velazquez@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Antonella D’Aprile 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Nicaragua 
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 market information management and negotiation skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

equality as a catalyst for food and nutrition security. The 

completion of this programme is instrumental for the 

successful implementation of the upcoming Country 

Strategic Plan. 

 WFP Nicaragua also continued to strengthen its 

partnership with the Government of Canada on issues 

related to gender and women’s empowerment. In 

February, WFP participated in an initiative organized by 

the Canadian Embassy that brought together partners 

with the aim of identifying opportunities to tackle 

gender inequalities in the agricultural sector. This 

generated a space to analyze the type of activities, 

approaches, and methodologies that are required to 

promote transformative actions in Nicaragua’s rural 

areas. WFP will continue to participate and promote 

these exchanges, which serve to enrich its activities. 

Monitoring 

 As 2019 begins, WFP started assessments of assisted 

farmer organizations and prepared to conduct post 

distribution monitoring in schools during the end of 

February/beginning of March. 

Challenges 

 The school feeding programme is facing funding 

constraints for the upcoming food distributions. If funds 

are not secured, ration cuts can be expected as of April, 

posing a risk to school children’s access to nutritious 

food. For some, the food basket that they receive at 

schools is the only meal of the day.  

 

Towards a Nicaragua with Zero Hunger: 

WFP’s New Country Strategic Plan  

 On 27 February, WFP Nicaragua’s new Country 

Strategic Plan (CSP) (2019-2023) was approved by the 

Executive Board, during its First Regular Session.  

Starting in April 2019, the CSP is the result of over one 

and a half years of a strategic revision and extensive 

consultations with the Government of Nicaragua and 

the international community. With this CSP, WFP aims 

to provide immediate food assistance to those in need, 

while helping provide long-term solutions to the 

underpinning causes of hunger and fostering the 

economic and climate resilience of vulnerable 

populations. To do so, the CSP is structured in four 

strategic objectives, which incorporate a strong gender 

approach, including a stand-alone strategic objective 

on gender equality and women’s empowerment for 

zero hunger. WFP looks forward to joining efforts with 

partners to together continue to work towards a 

Nicaragua with Zero Hunger, helping advance the 

Agenda 2030. 

Donors 

Canada, European Union, Japan, Nicaragua, Private Donors, 

Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, and 

Switzerland. 

WFP Country Strategy  

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan  

(2018) 
Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

82.6 m 24.4 m  2.8 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Pre and Primary schoolchildren and persons living 

with HIV have access to adequate food and nutrition during 2018 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

 Provide school meals to pre and primary school children in 

targeted municipalities to incentivise access to the national school 

meals programme and increase access to food 

 Provide food assistance to HIV patients 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 4: Shock affected populations have access to adequate 

and nutritious food after an emergency 

Focus area: Crises Response 

Activities:  

 Scale-up school meals for schoolchildren in shock-affected areas 

 Provide food assistance to shock-affected populations. 

Strategic Result 2:  End Malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: Nutritionally vulnerable groups in the targeted 

areas meet their nutritional needs during 2018 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

 Provide food assistance to PLW/G and children aged 6-36 

months to prevent malnutrition. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholder Farmer Productivity 

Strategic Outcome 3: Smallholder farmers in targeted departments 

increase their food security and access to markets all year round 

Focus area:  Resilience 

Activities:  

 Provide technical assistance to smallholder farmers to enhance 

access to formal markets, generating linkages with national 

social safety nets and empowering women. 

Strategic Result 5:  Capacity Strengthening  

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions and programmes are 

strengthened to prevent and respond to shocks during 2018 

Focus area:  Resilience 

Activities:  

 Provide technical assistance to the government in disaster risk 

management, supporting national programmes 

 

perspective into daily work and guaranteeing the 

implementation of WFP’s Gender Policy (2015-2020) at the 

field level. As part of the programme, WFP strengthened 

local staff capacities; and revised its planning tools and 

implementation strategies to ensure that its work 

addressed the different needs of women, girls, men, and 

boys. In February, the Country Office completed the 

programme and received a certification from the Gender 

Office, showing its commitment to advancing gender 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

