
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

 

US$3.2 m six months (August 2018 - January 

2019) net funding requirements, representing 

47% of total 

276,250 people targeted 

in 2018 

WFP Lesotho 
Country Brief 
July 2018    
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

More than half (57%) of Lesotho’s population live on less 

than one dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP stands at USD 2.3 

billion while its national GDI per capita is USD 1,270 (World 

Bank). Revenue from the Southern African Customs Union 

(SACU) contributes a significant proportion to Lesotho’s 

national budget. The Government allocates 7% of its 

national budget to social protection programmes such as 

school meals, pension for the elderly, child grants and 

public works. 

The population’s high vulnerability is exacerbated by 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts and early 

frost. The economy is performing poorly and 29% of people 

below the age of 35 years are unemployed. The country is 

also characterized by an extremely high HIV prevalence 

rate (24.6%) and should provide care for more than 

250,000 orphaned children, most of whom lost their 

parents to AIDS. Life expectancy stands at 49 years. 

Agriculture, which contributes 7% of GDP, is a major source 

of livelihood for 80% of the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts to build the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by climatic 

hazards, with the view to stimulate agricultural production. 

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1962. 

2015 Human Development Index: 

160 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 2.1 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

• At the beginning of July, WFP Lesotho shared 

experiences from the Cost of Hunger in Africa 

(COHA) study with six countries (Burundi, Cote 

D’Ivoire, Gambia, Kenya, Namibia and Sudan) who 

are about to start the exercise. The four-day lessons 

learned session aimed at sharing experiences on 

the overall study process as well as observed 

impacts of the study in the fight against 

malnutrition. 

• The first round of consultations on WFP’s Country 

Strategic Plan (CSP) formulation took place between 

9 and 20 July. The exercise involves a series of 

consultations with a broad spectrum of 

stakeholders representing the Government, UN 

agencies, Non-Governmental Organisations and the 

private sector. The purpose of the consultations is 

to solicit input on the strategic focus areas of WFP’s 

intended support to the Government of Lesotho. 

The input will guide the development of WFP’s 

strategic outcomes to ensure their coherence and 

alignment with Lesotho’s priorities and plans for 

ending hunger by 2030. 

• WFP plans to conduct a Fill the Nutrient Gap (FNG) 

study this year with the objective to inform the five-

year Country Strategic Plan that is under 

development. The FNG is a tool that provides an in-

depth analysis of secondary nutrition data and the 

availability, physical and economic access, as well as 

demand and practices for the consumption of 

nutritious foods. During the month of July, WFP 

developed terms of reference for the FNG study 

which were shared with various key stakeholders 

such as USAID, the World Bank, the European 

Union, IRISH AID and the African Development Bank 

to solicit financial support for the exercise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact info: Matlotliso Masenyetse (Matlotliso.masenyetse@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Mary Njoroge 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lesotho 

 

52% 48% 

 

http://www1.wfp.org/countries/lesotho
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Challenges 

• WFP Lesotho continues to face funding challenges, 

especially for SO 1, SO 3 and SO 2 (component 2 of 

Activity 2 - pre-primary shools).  Since May 2018, 

WFP has suspended cash transfers to a total of 

8,000 beneficiaries targeted under Activity 1, due to 

a lack of funds. Operations under Activity 3 and 4 

have been suspended since March this year for the 

same reason. Activity 2 is only funded for primary 

school children; school meals for pre-primary 

school children has no funding at all, and the 

activity has also been suspended, leaving 50 000 

pre-primary school children without meals at 

school.  

• Many households have run out of food stocks and 

their situation has worsened after the suspension 

of resilience activities (Food for Assets). There has 

been an increase in the number of children 

dropping out and forced closure of some centres. 

Efforts to combat dietary deficiencies has been 

disrupted as 89% of children under the age of five 

do not receive a minimum acceptable diet and 51% 

of children under five suffer from iron deficiency 

and anaemia. As a comparison, in 2017, the 

acceptable Food Consumption Score (FCS) of 

beneficiaries rose by 24% for the time they were on 

the FFA programme. Given the ongoing challenges 

around access to adequate food and diversified 

diets at household level, treatment uptake, 

adherence, retention into care and treatment 

success and survival of clients will be compromised. 

Donors 

• WFP hosted a delegation from the South African 

High Commission on 11 to 12 July. The objective of 

the mission was to share the impacts, benefits and 

challenges of the 2013/2014 South African US$20 

million contribution to WFP Lesotho in response to 

the food crisis brought by drought and late rains 

during the 2011/2012 cropping season. It was also 

an opportunity to stress the current needs due to 

unfavourable weather conditions in 2017 and 2018 

that damaged crops.  

• With financial support from the European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 

(ECHO), WFP is developing Food Assistance for 

Assets (FFA) fato-fato guidelines for the Ministry of 

Forestry, Range and Soil Conservation. The 

guidelines will inform the nature of the assets for 

their sustainability and desired impact. 

WFP Country Strategy  

Interim Country Strategic Plan (Jan 2018- June 2019) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

19.9 m 0  3.2 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Households in chronically food insecure areas can 

meet their basic food and nutrition requirements throughout the year, 

including in times of shock. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Strengthen the resilience of communities in shock prone areas 

Strategic Result 2:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 2: Children in food insecure areas have access to 

nutritious food throughout the year 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide capacity strengthening and implementation support to 

governmental bodies responsible for the national school meals 

programme 

Strategic Result 3:  End Malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted populations in prioritized districts have 

improved nutritional status in line with national targets by 2023 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide chronic malnutrition prevention services to at risk 

populations in targeted areas 

• Provide cash and/or food transfers to households of 

malnourished ART and TB DOT clients 

 

 

 

Monitoring 

• In support of the Government of Lesotho for achieving 

home grown school meals, WFP conducted a baseline 

assessment to understand small holder farmers access to 

land, socio economic status, post-harvest practices, food 

handling at production and storage level and market 

access. Data collection was in April 2018. The baseline 

targeted small holder farmers   from the local procurement 

initiative piloted from April 2017 whereby WFP procured 

beans and maize meal locally. The findings of the 

assessment of which 21% of farmers were female and 79% 

male revealed that majority of farmers had good harvest in 

2017, more than 80% of farmers do not use irrigation 

systems, farmers do not have access to proper storage 

facilities to store their crops and most farmers do not sell 

their produce through aggregated systems such as 

associations or cooperatives. 

 


