
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

10.6 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$0 m six months (August 2018 – January 2019) 

net funding requirements 

17,753 people assisted  

in July 2018 

WFP Lao PDR 
Country Brief 
July 2018 
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Lao PDR is a least developed country, ranking 138 out of 

188 countries in the 2016 Human Development Index. It 

has one of the lowest population densities in Asia. 28 

percent of the population lives below the national poverty 

line (USD 1.25/day), with a gross national income per capita 

of USD 1,740 (World Bank 2015). The country is ranked 64 

out of 144 in the Global Gender Gap Index 2017. 

While Lao PDR has managed to reduce the proportion of 

hungry poor to 23 percent, the 2015 Global Hunger Index 

still rates hunger levels as “serious”. Malnutrition remains a 

major challenge with stunting affecting one out of three 

children in Laos (LSIS II, 2017). 

Climate change is a key challenge facing rural livelihoods, 

and the country is the world’s 73rd most vulnerable to 

climate change due to its low adaptability and its 

dependence on climate-sensitive natural resources. 

Changing climate patterns, combined with poor access to 

both markets and diverse livelihoods, further worsen the 

situation in remote upland areas, where 25 percent of 

households are food insecure. WFP has been present in 

Lao PDR since 1975. 

 

 2016 Human Development Index: 138 

out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 35.6% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 6.5 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

 In response to a massive flooding caused by a 

break in a hydropower dam in Sanamxay District 

of Attapeu Province, WFP distributed three 

metric tons of canned fish for 6,000 affected 

people and 23,000 sachets of specialised 

nutritious foods (Nutributter) for 900 children 

under five to address their already vulnerable 

nutritional situation. WFP and FAO are co-

chairing the Food Security and Nutrition Cluster 

and jointly supporting the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry in conducting an emergency food 

security assessment mission 12-17 August. WFP’s 

response has been recognised on Facebook.  

 WFP is leading the Logistics Cluster, holding 

coordination meetings and sharing information 

of WFP’s logistics set up within the affected area. 

WFP has received, stored, and dispatched three 

cargo flights from the Australian Government. 

WFP has installed and handed over one Mobile 

Storage Unit to the Department of Social Welfare 

and Labour to accommodate the urgent need of 

storage for relief items. The WFP warehouse 

located in the capital Vientiane is also serving as 

storage of items donated to the Government. 

 WFP started community consultations for 

construction of fish ponds and rice banks in 200 

communities in handover districts with the aim 

of increasing community contributions towards 

school meals. These assets will improve food 

availability and ensure diet diversity after WFP 
hands over school meals programme to 

government and communities in June 2019. 

 In partnership with the department of water of 

the Ministry of Health, more than 200 

communities are being assessed for access to 

water. WFP will support improved water access 

as part of the roll out of packages of support to 

strengthen the communities’ capacity to 

implement school lunch activities after the 

planned handover.  

Contact info: Vilakhone Sipaseuth (Vilakhone.sipaseuth@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Hakan Tongul (DCD) 
Further information: www1.wfp.org/countries/lao-peoples-
democratic-republic 
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https://www.facebook.com/369738813119621/posts/1847913468635474/
http://www.wfp.org/countries/XXX
http://www.wfp.org/countries/XXX
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prepare for the handover of the school meals 

programme in 2019.   

 Despite road conditions, Beneficiary contact 

monitoring for prevention of stunting activities 

took place in 78 villages.  After a series of 

trainings of staff from the Lao Front for National 

Development (LFND), the Government’s 

grassroots organization with whom WFP has 

partnered for community mobilisation, third-

party monitoring and advocacy activities have 

now reached the village levels.  

 The internal zoom platform established by WFP 

Lao PDR to visualise and map monitoring was 

completed in July.   

 During July, food deliveries for children under 2 

and for prepositioning food for school children in 

advance of the school year 2018/19 starting early 

September were initiated.  

Challenges 

 Beyond making communities inaccessible, heavy 

rainfalls leading to localised flooding and 

mudslides are expected to have destroyed large 

areas of cultivated land across the country. This 

may impact the food and nutrition security of the 

population living in those areas.   

New activities and partnerships  

 Activities aimed at building resilience for 44 

vulnerable communities by creating 66 assets 

using cash based transfers as a modality are 

being planned. The activities will benefit 15,000 

rural people in three southern provinces. 

 WFP started the Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management in Agriculture project in June 2018. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the 

Department of Planning and Finance organized 

the inception workshop in July with relevant 

departments at national level. Technical 

workshop in target provinces (Khammouan and 

Savannakhet) will be held soon.  

 

Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Global Agriculture and Food Security 

Programme (GAFSP), Government of Lao PDR, Private Donors 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Aug - Jan Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

85.3 m 37.8 m 0 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Schoolchildren in remote rural areas have 

sustainable access to food by 2021. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

 Provide policy support, technical assistance and transfer of 

capacities 

 Accelerate the implementation of the Government’s plan of 

action of the school meals programme 

 Support a national process for community and Government 

hand-over of the schools. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2:  Stunting levels among children under 2 in 

provinces with high levels of malnutrition meet national levels by 2025. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

 Provide technical assistance for evidence-based policy dialogue 

 Stimulate access to local specialized nutritious food for children 

aged 6 to 23 months 

 Develop a social behaviour change communication and establish 

farmer nutrition schools. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable households in climate-sensitive districts are 

more resilient to seasonal and long-term shocks and stresses. 

Focus area:  Resilience 

Activities:  

 Build community resilience through the creation of productive 

assets and sustainable livelihood opportunities. 

Strategic Result 5:  Developing countries have strengthened capacities to 

implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: National and local governance institutions are 

strengthened to improve service delivery, especially in hard-to-reach areas, 

by 2025. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

 Invest in national capacity for food and nutrition security 

governance 

 Enable communities to lead and own their food and nutrition 

security solutions 

 Enhance government capacity at all levels to prepare for and 

efficiently respond to natural disasters. 

 

Monitoring 

 Heavy rains and mudslides destroyed many roads and 

made villages inaccessible for monitoring staff during 

July.  

 While schools during July were closed for summer 

holiday, field staff continued to mobilise communities to 

enhance contributions and ownership in an effort to 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

