
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

346 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$147,000 cash-based transfers made 

US$35.3 m six months (July–December 2018) 

net funding requirements, representing 79% of 

total 
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Credit: WFP/Tinashe Mubaira 
Caption: A villager gives an overview of the support to 
the Nutrition Garden in Mola, Kariba during a mission 
on USAID-supported projects with WFP and UMCOR. 
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In Numbers 

52% 48% 

Operational Context 

 
Over the last decade, Zimbabwe has experienced a 

number of unprecedented economic, environmental 

and political shocks and stressors, contributing to a 

2017 Global Hunger Index classified as ‘serious.’ 

About 62.6 percent of Zimbabweans live below the 

poverty line. Consecutive poor rainfall seasons have 

further undermined agricultural productivity, with dire 

consequences for a population in which 80 percent of 

people derive a significant proportion of their 

livelihoods from rain-fed crop and livestock 

production. Micronutrient deficiencies are prevalent, 

including a 66 percent prevalence of anaemia among 

children of ages 6 to 8 months, largely driven by poor 

dietary diversity.  

Working through a Country Strategic Plan (2017-

2021) jointly with the Government of Zimbabwe and 

partners, while preserving its humanitarian response 

capacity, WFP is promoting a shift towards resilience-

building efforts, which includes emphasis on reducing 

stunting, strengthening social protection systems, and 

empowering smallholder farmers. WFP has been 

present in Zimbabwe since 2002. 

2015 Human Development Index: 

154 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 15.6 million 

Income Level: Lower income 

June 2018 

60,300 people 

assisted 

in June 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
• Guided by the findings of the 2018 Zimbabwe 

Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC), 

which indicates that an estimated 2.4 million 

people, or 28 percent of the rural population, will 

be food insecure at the peak of the 2018/19 

consumption period, WFP is planning Lean Season 

Assistance to support up to 1.1 million people in 

30 districts at the peak of the lean season, subject 

to resource availability.    

• WFP – in partnership with UNHCR and partners, 

and with funding from the US and China – 

provided assistance to 11,579 refugees through 

both in-kind and cash assistance. Under the 

Refugee Support Programme, a total of 

US$146,913 was distributed to 11,322 people, 

with an additional 257 new arrivals receiving in-

kind assistance. As part of efforts to strengthen 

livelihoods at the camp, WFP and  partners 

supported irrigation, poultry and piggery projects 

in the camp that are currently benefitting 710 

households. These have enabled participating 

households to generate extra income and reduce 

reliance on traditional assistance.  

• The 2018 cycle of the Food Assistance for Assets 

programme commenced in May, with district 

inception workshops and beneficiary registrations 

in 10 districts. Works commenced immediately and 

the first cycle of distributions took place during the 

last week of June, with communities successfully 

completing their monthly milestones. FFA plays a 

dual role by not only meeting the immediate food 

needs of food insecure people, but also reinforcing 

communities’ resilience by building or 

rehabilitating assets that strengthen their 

livelihoods. 

• WFP plans to procure 1,200MT of sorghum from 

Zimbabwean farmers for the upcoming LSA 

activity through conditional tenders and direct 

procurement. Of this, 300mt will be procured 

directly from smallholder farmers who are growing 

drought-tolerant small grains with support from 

WFP partners such as FAO, AGRITEX, SNV, Plan 

International, GRM and GIZ in 15 districts 

nationwide. 
Contact info: Ashley Baxstrom (Ashley.Baxstrom@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Eddie Rowe 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Zimbabwe 
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WFP Country Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Confirmed Contributions  

(in USD) 

Six Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

272.3 m  78.3 m 35.3 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure people, including refugees, in 

the most affected districts are enabled to meet their basic food and 

nutrition requirements during severe seasonal shocks or other 

disruptions 

139.1 m 41.6 m 22.1 m 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition  

Strategic Outcome 2: Children in prioritized districts have stunting 
rate trends in line with the achievement of national and global targets 

by 2025 

15.8 m 2 m 1 m 

Strategic Result 3: Smallholders have improved food security 

and nutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Smallholder farmers in Zimbabwe have 

increased access to well-functioning agricultural markets by 2030 

7.5 m 0.4 m 0.8 m 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 4: Food-insecure rural households and 
smallholder farmers achieve food security and resilience to repeated 

exposure to multiple shocks and stressors 

94.4 m 21.2 m 10.2 m 

Strategic Result 5:  Developing Countries have strengthened 

capacity to implement the SDGs 
Strategic Outcome 5: The social protection system ensures that 

chronically vulnerable populations throughout the country are able to 

meet their basic needs all year round 

10.9 m 1.8 m 0.9 m 
 

Strategic Result 6:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and 

technology to strengthen global partnership support to country 

efforts to achieve the SDGs – SDG Target 17.16 

Strategic Outcome 6: Partners in Zimbabwe are reliably 

supported by world-class, cost-effective and efficient supply 

chain services 

4.7 m 1.1 m 0.4 m 

 

SO 5 

Activity 5.1: Provide analytical expertise to support 
the evidence-based planning and management of 
context-specific solutions and responses  
Activity 5.2: Support innovative risk management, 
insurance and financing mechanisms 
Activity 5.3: Support the consolidation, 
administration and implementation of social transfer 
programmes under the national social protection 
system  
Activity 5.4: Support re-establishment of the 
national home-grown school meals programme 

SO 6 
Activity 6.1: Provide logistics and procurement 
expertise and services  

 

Monitoring 

• Monitoring of the Maternity Waiting Homes 

programme has shown a high uptake of the 

programme.  More women are encouraged to visit 

the health centres earlier for antenatal and post-

natal care as they are assured of a well-balanced 

diet. These developments will have positive birth 

outcomes as more women are encouraged to 

access maternal and obstetric services.   

• District hospitals complemented WFP assistance 

through the provision of supplementary rations 

such corn soya blend, vegetable oil, margarine and 

tinned fish. This has increased access to a well-

diversified diet. Some hospitals have also assisted 

women by taking the responsibility of milling of 

cereal as maize grain is provided. The efforts of 

the hospitals in complementing WFP support to 

pregnant women in the waiting mothers’ shelter is 

a recognized best practice. 

• Following a series of trainings and support from 

WFP, food handling practices were in line with WFP 

standard guidelines, with commodities being 

stored in well-ventilated store rooms and on 

pallets. Record-keeping, food management and 

issuance have also been according to standard, 

and stock cards have also been kept updated.   

 

Challenges 

• Following the release of the 2018 ZimVAC findings, 

which identified increased needs, WFP now 

requires $35.3 million in order to fully implement 

all its activities from July to December 2018. 

 
Donors (2015 – 2018) 
Australia, Canada, China, ECHO, France, Japan, Japan 
Association for WFP, the Netherlands, Russia, Switzerland, UN 
Central Emergency Fund, United States of America, 
Zimbabwe. 
 

 


