
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
1.4 million people from 20 provinces are 

targeted under the joint drought response.  

WFP currently needs USD 125.1 million to run 
its regular programmes until the end of 2018. 

WFP urgently requires a further USD 80 million 
to respond to the ongoing drought. 

In June 2018, WFP provided  
9,600mt of food and 

USD 2.7 million in cash 
to 780,000 people. 
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Credit: WFP/Ghulam Sakhi Nooriwal 
Caption: WFP monitors speak with a farmer on barren 
fields in the Garmab valley of Tarinkot District. 
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In Numbers 

49% 51% 

Operational Context 

 Strategically situated between Central and South 

Asia, with a committed Government, rich natural 

resources, and a young and diverse population, 

Afghanistan has the potential to make significant 

progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals. However, a complex and protracted conflict 

combined with other challenges including climate 

change and natural disasters, demographic shifts, 

limited job opportunities, pervasive gender 

inequalities, food insecurity and transparency 

concerns, has dramatically constrained the 

country's wider development efforts.  

Food insecurity has increased from 33 percent of 

the population in 2014 to 45 percent in 2017, or 

13.2 million people (Afghanistan Living Conditions 

Survey 2016-17). 

WFP has been present in Afghanistan since 1963.  

 

2016 Human Development Index: 

169 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 41% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 30 million 

Income Level: Low income 

June 2018 

Operational Updates 
 UN OCHA released the revised Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP), which considers the 

ongoing drought. Humanitarian needs have 

increased to 5.5 million people. The revised HRP 

appeals to donors for a further USD 84 million for 

food assistance to drought-affected people.  

 The Central Statistics Organization is leading a 

post-harvest emergency food security 

assessment with support from WFP, FAO and the 

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster. This will 

provide the basis for the full drought response.  

 Meanwhile, WFP plans to distribute urgent food 

assistance by way of an ‘enhanced response’ to 

441,000 drought affected women, men, boys and 

girls in five of the worst affected provinces 

(Badghis, Faryab, Ghor, Herat and Jawazjan), 

where needs have risen faster than expected. 

 The full response will begin in September. It 

will last for six months and reach 1.4 million 

people in need. 

 The Government of Afghanistan and WFP are 

exploring a joint response to the drought by using 

wheat stocks from the Strategic Grain Reserve, 

WFP’s expertise in targeting, fortification and 

distribution and support from WFP’s international 

donors.  

 The drought response is significantly under-funded 

and WFP urgently requires an additional  

USD 80 million to reach people in need in time. 

 Through its regular programme in June, WFP 

reached 780,000 women, men, boys and girls 

from vulnerable groups, including some who are 

drought-affected as well as others displaced by 

conflict, suffering from malnutrition, returnees or 

those unable to support their families in urban 

areas. 

 The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service 
(UNHAS) transported 1,700 aid workers and 4.2mt 

of light cargo. In Afghanistan, 160 organizations 

rely on UNHAS to reach populations in need.  

 
Contact info: Tom Lewis (tom.lewis@wfp.org)  

Deputy Country Director and o.i.c: Paul Howe 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan

  

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan
http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan
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Challenges 

Insecurity  

The Government of Afghanistan announced a ceasefire 

over the Eid al-Fitr holiday, which the Taliban adhered 

to for three days until 17 June, leading to a reduction 

in the number of incidents during that week. 

However, military operations continued to hamper 

WFP operations, leading to the suspension of school 

feeding activities in Nadi Ali District of Helmand 

Province. WFP is monitoring the situation.  

Access 

WFP’s access teams resolved a long-standing access 

issue in Ghor Province of the Eastern Region; 

distributing food to beneficiaries for the first time 

since November 2017. 

In preparation for the drought response, WFP Security 

and Supply Chain units ensure access to people in 

need by assessing and monitoring routes to food 

distribution points, while regional access teams 

engage government officials and community elders to 

guarantee safe passage of commodities. 

A report on drought from Uruzgan 

In Uruzgan Province, the drought will affect an 

estimated 23,700 people. It is one of the 20 provinces 

identified in the revised Humanitarian Response Plan. 

Recent reports, from WFP’s Kandahar field office, 

describe the current situation. 

In Ghaznigaka and Hujra, two villages in the Garmab 

valley in south west of Tarinkot District, the Karizes –

traditional irrigation canals– and wells have dried up. 

There is a shortage of drinking water and aphids and 

fungus have affected the gardens, orchards and fields. 

The harvest is 35 percent lower than last year and 90 

percent of the pasture is dry. Malnutrition rates 

among women and children are rising.  

While WFP awaits the results of an ongoing emergency 

food security assessment to confirm the situation, this 

information matches that from the government 

departments of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, 

and Agriculture Irrigation and Livestock, which report 

that the water table in Districts in nearby Helmand 

and Kandahar Provinces have fallen by 50 percent, 

compared to previous years.  

Donors  
WFP Afghanistan’s top five donors are the U.S.A., the Republic of 

Korea, Japan and Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Afghanistan Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Confirmed Contributions  

(in USD) 

July - December 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

717.8 m 36.1 m 125.1 m*† 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food (SDG target 2.1) 

Strategic Outcome 1: Vulnerable people in Afghanistan are able to 

meet their food and nutrition needs during and immediately after 

emergencies through 2022 

Focus area:  crisis response 

205.1 m 12.5 m 92.8 m* 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable people in Afghanistan are increase-

ingly able to meet their food and nutrition needs on their own by 2022 

Focus area:  resilience 

202.7 m 12 m 12.8 m  

Strategic Result 2: End malnutrition (SDG target 2.2) 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable people at each stage of the life 

cycle in target areas have improved nutrition by 2022 

Focus area:  resilience 

171.0 m 1.0 m 4.9 m 

Strategic Result 4: Sustainable food systems (SDG target 2.4) 

Strategic Outcome 4: People throughout the country have a wide 

range of fortified, nutritious food products available to them at 

affordable prices by 2022 

Focus area:  resilience 

43 m 4.2 m 4.8 m  

Strategic Result 6: Policy coherence (SDG target 17.14) 

Strategic Outcome 5: National and subnational institutions have a 

strengthened policy approach to food security and nutrition by 2022 

Focus area:   resilience 

6.7 m 0 m 1.2 m  

Strategic Result 8: Enhance global partnerships (SDG target 17.16) 

Strategic Outcome 6: The humanitarian community has enhanced 

capacity to respond to needs throughout the country through 2022 

Focus area: crisis response 

89.3 m 4.6 m 10.3 m  

* This figure does not include the funding requirements of the drought 

response 

†Total net confirmed contribution and net funding requirement includes 

contribution non SO specific of $1.8million 

 

WFP Afghanistan Activities 

SO 1  Emergency response 

SO 2 
 Food assistance for assets and vocational training 
 Capacity development in emergency preparedness 

SO 3 
 Gender-transformative nutrition prevention and 

treatment 

SO 4  Support food systems 

SO 5 
 Support national policy on food security and 

nutrition 

SO 6 

 Provide common platforms and services to the 
humanitarian community 

 Provide humanitarian air services to partners 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

