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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 BHA funding confirmed for affected populations in Tongogara refugee camp 
to support the switch from food to cash assistance. Needs are covered until 
the end of the year.  

 WFP’s Urban Social Assistance and Resilience Building programme 
completed initial assessments to introduce hydroponics for vegetable 
production. This will take place in urban areas across 3 domains, and 
contribute to both income and nutrition for urban households.  

 A summary meeting of the R4 sustainability strategy was held with 
cooperating partners and WFP personnel across country, regional bureau 
and headquarters. The development of the sustainability action plan for 
recommendations focusing on weather index insurance is underway.  

More than just refugees  
 
The Tongogara refugee camp in 
Chipinge is home to more than 15,000 
refugees who have fled war, conflict 
and unrest across the Great Lakes and 
Horn of Africa regions. Many refugees 
escaped conflict with the few 
belongings they could carry and most 
importantly, their life skills which are 
now being used to keep their hopes 
alive.  

The diverse make up of Tongogara 
refugee camp includes affected 
populations from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Somalia, Ethiopia, and Eritrea who have 
been supported by the World Food 
Programme (WFP) since 2015.  

Farming is a profession of hope  
 
Catherine Hatangimana, who fled 
violence in Rwanda, says she was 
taught farming by her mother. “The 
most important thing in life is that we 
are safe, we have shelter, the kids are 
going to school and we do not go to bed 
hungry,” said Catherine. “Farming is as 
old as humanity and the world’s most 
important survival skill and it brings 
hope to our lives.” As a staple food, 
maize is a local favourite. Catherine is 
not always able to make a living from 
her produce and depends on assistance 
she receives from WFP, which allows 
her to have a diverse and nutritious diet 

and to purchase needed items for her 
traditional recipes.  

Food is a story 

Monique, from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), is a mother of six small 
children and a trader. “I sell fruit and 
vegetables because they have quick 
returns however I could not travel 
outside the camp to collect the produce 
during COVID-19 lockdown which hurt 
my business,” said a despondent 
Monique. “Now, my usual customers 
are not buying as much as they used to 
do, but that’s business, next month will 
be better.”  

Sewing is therapy  
 
Bukuru Nema is a 27-year-old tailor. 
She says, “fashion is her passion” and 
ensuring her community look good is of 
utmost importance. “I sew a variety of 
clothing from wedding dresses to 
school uniforms which I learnt to make 
from my father who was a tailor in the 
DRC,” said Bukuru. “With the money I 
make I purchase more cloth and the 
rest I save for my future.” Every 
garment she sews is a reminder of her 
family she left behind.  

Access the full story online.    

PEOPLE ASSISTED IN AUGUST— 463,717 

Lean Season Assistance -  n/a 

Urban Resilience -  309,430 

Health and Nutrition - 1,840 

Support to Refugees - 13,567 

Food Assistance for Assets - 138,880 

 

CSP 5-Year Requirement: (Apr 2017-Dec 

2021)  USD 832 million  

CSP Net Funding Gap (Sep-Feb 2022): USD 

70.5million  

  

Image: Bukuru’s eyes are on the job.  

WFP/Tatenda Macheka  

https://wfp-africa.medium.com/more-than-just-refugees-7800e7ba426a
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WFP’s Country Strategic Plan (2017-
2021) | Activity Updates 
STRATEGIC OUTCOME (SO) 1: ENSURE FOOD SECURITY 

• Urban resilience building activities continue across 
three domains (Gweru, Mutare, and Bulawayo) 
focusing on livelihood diversification, rehabilitation of 
communal assets including boreholes, and setting up 
of saving and lending groups.  

• WFP conducted a reassessment exercise in eight 
urban domains that receive cash-based assistance 
since January 2020. A total of 163,000 beneficiaries 
were reassessed, along with 114,000 highly vulnerable 
non-beneficiaries, in food security hotspots prioritised 
under the WFP intervention.  

• The 2020/21 Lean Season Assistance (LSA) national-
level lessons learnt workshop was conducted. The 
Humanitarian Country Team LSA After Action review 
was completed and presented.  

• The 2021/22 Ministry of Public Service, Labour & Social 
Welfare (MoPSLSW) and WFP joint LSA response plan 
was finalised, pending final sign off. WFP will 
strengthen capacities at the MoPSLSW through a 
Training of Trainers workshop.  

 
SO2: HEALTH & NUTRITION 

• WFP is preparing a  Fill the Nutrient Gap (FNG) study.  

• Food deliveries to Maternity Waiting Homes were 
carried out in 53 sites. 

 

SO3: SUPPORT TO SMALLHOLDERS  

• Zimbabwe completed its three stage National Food 
Systems Summit Synthesis Dialogue on 18 August. 
WFP supported Government efforts as a member of 
the national taskforce involved in both planning and 
implementation, through facilitation and making 
financial contribution for the overall success of the 
dialogues. WFP programmes cut across all action 
tracks however through national dialogues, WFP has 
taken the lead in Zimbabwe for action track 3 -boost 
nature positive food production. This track encourages 
the uptake of Food for Assets (FFA) programmes– 
shifting to nature positive food production and 
developing community assets. 

• A workplan with the University of Zimbabwe (Faculty of 
Agriculture on Post-Harvest Loss Reduction and 
Agriculture Production) was finalised and activities 
outlined for implementation starting September.  

 
SO4: RESILIENCE TO SEASONAL SHOCKS 

• FFA activities went smoothly with limited COVID-19 
related interruptions. A total of 1,770MT of food was 
distributed to 27,776 participating households.  

• Blue Marble Microinsurance will support weather 
index insurance design in the upcoming months. 
Awareness activities  started in Masvingo. 

SO5: SOCIAL PROTECTION  

• WFP is participating and co-chairing national social 
protection structures and meetings to coordinate work 
with government counterparts.  

SO6: SUPPLY CHAIN SUPPORT 

• WFP continued to provide logistic support to 
Cultivating New Frontiers in Agriculture (CNFA), the 
International Organization for Migrations (IOM), the 
United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA), the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  

 

Spotlight: Protecting the most 

vulnerable  

Phillipa Jofiresi, is a grandmother of 9 in Harare 
urban domain of Hopley. With a calm presence, she 
speaks to us openly about the difficulties of poverty, 
COVID-19, and having a permanent disability.  
Phillipa is blind, and tells us “people in the 
community help me. They make sure I have 
something to eat, and check on me always,” she says. 
Often, the stigma of having a disability in a 
community can marginalise people further, luckily for 
Phillipa, she appears to be well supported.  

An inclusive urban targeting approach means that 
WFP and partners are more able to capture people in 
need. The retargeting exercise conducted over the 
past months has been vital to ensure that people  no 
one is left behind. 

She has been receiving USD12 per month through 
WFP’s Urban cash programme. With this money, she 
is able to buy staple food items and support her 
grandchildren. “If I had another chance in life I would 
have loved to have my sight back so that I can work 
for myself. The support I receive from WFP has eased 
the challenges I have been facing,” she said.  

 

Communities take the lead 

In each community, WFP aims to integrate multiple 
types of FFA activities with Government strategies 
and other partners’ interventions) to reinforce each 
other’s impact.  

Through WFP’s Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) 
programme in Mutare, participants located in Ward 1 
of Chimanimani have been actively involved in a 
range of projects, from the planning to the 
implementation  stages. The community was 
supported with two FFA cycles, initially to rehabilitate 
a dam filled with stones after the passage of cyclone 
Idai. During the second cycle in 2020, the group 
received a poultry project starter pack and solar 
hatching machine. As a result, the community now 
picks 60 eggs daily and sells them at USD8 per day, 
and have even started to sell chicks.   

Other key successes include participants building a 
bigger fowl that is run independently. The 
community members also formed a savings and 
lending scheme, where each member contributed 
USD10 per month. Currently, they have saved 
USD1,230, which is borrowed by members at a 20% 
interest rate.  



WFP Operations  

 
CSP Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

CSP Net Funding  

Gap for the Next 6 

Months (September—

February 2022) 

People Assisted  

(August 2021) Female Male 

CSP  TOTAL 

(April 2017-Dec 2021) 
$832,140,844  $70, 519 015    

Lean Season Assistance     n/a n/a n/a 

Urban Resilience Programme   309,430  160,904 148,526 

Support to Refugees     13,567  7,055 6,512 

Health and Nutrition     1,840 1,840 0 

Food Assistance for Assets   138,880  72,218  66,662  

www.wfp.org/Countries/Zimbabwe 

                Thank You To Our Donors For Their Continued Support   
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Maria Gallar—Head of External Relations 
WFP Zimbabwe  

maria.gallar@wfp.org 

 

Learn more  

Download: 

WFP Zimbabwe Country Strategic Plan  

WFP Zimbabwe CSP Brochure   
 

www.wfp.org/countries/Zimbabwe 

*This figure is inclusive of Maternity Waiting Home (MWH) activities only. Stunting prevention activities are suspended.  

A woman arrives to an urban help desk in Machipisa, Harare South, resolving card issues - using WFP’s Community Feedback Mechanism 
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