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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 In the second to last month of the 2020/2021 Lean Season Assistance (LSA) Pro-
gramme cycle, WFP provided food assistance to 1,053,396 people in addition to the 
411,792 people who received March rations during February double distributions.  

 In March, WFP conducted an internal visioning workshop to set the stage for the 2nd 
generation of WFP’s Country Strategic Plan which is expected to run from 2022-26.  

 WFP Zimbabwe’s 2020 Annual Country Report was published in March. It can be 
viewed here. 

 WFP continues to provide supply chain services for partners in Zimbabwe, handling 
1.2 million USD worth of commodities in March.  

Spotlight: WFP Supports Tropical 
Storm Eloise-Affected Households in 
Chipinge District 
__________________________________________ 

Over the past decade Manicaland has be-

come increasingly exposed to climate 

change induced hazards, primarily tropical 

storms and depressions, which have heavily 

impacted the livelihoods of thousands in the 

district. In February this year, the Tropical 

Storm Eloise weather system hit the Chip-

inge district of the Manicaland Province in 

eastern Zimbabwe. This catastrophe de-

stroyed the homesteads, food stocks and 

other essential household necessities of 

many families.  

The Chipinge Civil Protection Committee 

used data collected by the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) and its 

partners during a Beneficiary Needs Assess-

ment to determine the needs and also iden-

tify gaps in humanitarian response for 

affected communities. They identified 

roughly 120 households in Ward 12 as the 

most affected and identified their most im-

mediate needs to be food, shelter, water 

and sanitation. The committee then request-

ed its partners, including WFP, to intervene 

with assistance.  

WFP, in partnership with Terres des 

Hommes Italia and with funding from the 

United Kingdom, identified 30 households 

(109 people) in most need of support and 

agreed to deliver emergency food assistance 

to these households for 3 months; February, 

March and April. The IOM supported these 

same households with tarpaulins and non-

food items shortly after the storm hit.  

The food basket provided consists of cereal 

13.5kgs of cereal, pulses 2.4 kgs of pulses 

and 0.75kgs of vegetable oil per person per 

month, accounting for 100% of each individ-

ual’s daily food requirement.  

Among the 30 households assisted was that 

of Tendai, a 26-year old mother of 5. With 

her husband looking for work in Mozam-

bique, she has been left to pick up the piec-

es after Tropical Storm Eloise destroyed her 

home and wiped out her harvest. Now, she 

and her children are living in their cook 

shack with their belongings that weren’t 

destroyed by the storm. WFP’s food assis-

tance has been a lifeline for her at this criti-

cal time, allowing her to keep her children 

fed and well nourished while she searches 

for piece work in the neighbouring commu-

nity and rebuilds.  

PEOPLE ASSISTED IN MARCH:  

Lean Season Assistance -  1,053,396 

Urban Resilience -  303,763 

Health and Nutrition -  5,079 

Support to Refugees -  13,692 

Food Assistance for Assets - n/a 

 

CSP 5-Year Requirement:  USD 468.4 million 

CSP 2020 Net Funding Gap: USD 82.2 million 

Pictured right from top to bottom: 1) WFP-provided sunflow-

er oil is measured before being distributed to Tropical Storm-

Eloise affected households in Chipinge. 2) What’s left of 

Tendai’s homestead. 3) Tendai sits outside her cooking shack 

with her 5 children.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wfp.org%2Foperations%2Fannual-country-report%2F%3Foperation_id%3DZW01%26year%3D2020%23%2F21872&data=04%7C01%7Cadrienne.bolen%40wfp.org%7C8b48f1e25b504df4a6a408d8fd9d33d9%7C462ad9aed7d942
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Activity Updates 

Strategic Outcome SO1: Ensure Food Security 

• Under WFP’s Lean Season Assistance (LSA) programme, 1,053,396 
people of the 1,060,313 target received assistance under the March 
distribution cycle, representing an achievement rate of 99.3%. In addi-
tion, 411,792 beneficiaries received food assistance for the month of 
March during double distributions in February.  

• Under WFP’s Urban Social Assistance programme, 303,763 people of 
the 316,004 target received assistance under the March disbursement 
cycle, representing an achievement rate of 96%. Cash-based transfers 
continue to be delivered via e-voucher and remittance modalities.  

• In March, WFP provided food assistance to 13,692 refugees at 
Tongogara Refugee Camp.  

SO2: Health & Nutrition 

• Discussions between WFP and the Ministry of Health and Child Care 
began in March on how best to support the Government’s Maternity 
Waiting Homes programme in 2022.  

• In March, WFP supported 5,079 expecting mothers staying at 81 of 
the Government’s Maternity Waiting Homes.  

SO3: Support to Smallholders  

• In March, WFP’s small grains project conducted trainings on climate 
smart agriculture and post-harvest handling to 66 extension workers n 
3 of the 22 districts targeted during the implementation cycle.  

• In Mount Darwin district, the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture and Ru-
ral Resettlement, Knowledge Transfer Africa (KTA) and WFP complet-
ed a smallholder farmer profiling exercise for the 499 farmers enrolled 
in the eMkambo e-marketing platform.  

• Farmers already registered in the eMkambo platform began ex-
changing prices and quantities of their products and activities in 
March.  

SO4: Resilience to Seasonal Shocks 

• Through its partner, WFP communicated to the smallholder farmers 
supported through WFP’s R4 programme that they will not be receiv-
ing a microinsurance pay-out in 2021 due to the favourable harvest.  

• WFP joined technical taskforce consisting of FAO, UNDP and UNICEF 
to support the Ministry of Agriculture’s efforts towards the national 
dialogues for the Global Food Systems Summit, which will be held in 
September 2021.  

SO5: Social Protection (SP) 

• WFP continues to assist in the planning stages of the Government’s 
Voluntary National Reviews of its progress towards the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development last month.  

SO6: Supply Chain Support 

•  In March, WFP’s Supply Chain handled 1.2 million USD worth of 
commodities for its partners including UNDP, FAO and UNFPA as part 
of supply chain services provided in Zimbabwe.  

In Focus: Community-built Assets 

Flourish During the Rainy Season  

Two years after Cyclone Idai, the rains in recent months 
have allowed assets built by communities, with the sup-
port of WFP and partners, to flourish. The Masocha com-
munity’s weir was severely damaged by the cyclone; its 
pipes cracked and burst, and as the width of the river ex-
panded the weir dam could no longer function. This im-
pacted the livelihoods of the 280 households whose agri-
cultural plots relied on the connected irrigation scheme. 

380 workers from 14 communities, with the help of WFP 
through the Zimbabwe Idai Recovery Project (ZIRP), rebuilt 
the weir dam, repairing pipes and expanding the dam’s 
wall. These activities were accompanied by climate change 
adaptation methods including soil and water conservation, 
water harvesting and trainings on smart agriculture. 

Now, following the dam’s rehabilitation, water flows 
through the connected irrigation scheme providing water 
access to 14 acres of smallholder farmers’ plots. Sugar 
beans, maize, leafy green vegetables, tomatoes, onions, 
bananas and okra are flourishing in the scheme.  

The Dakate community’s livestock dip tank, vital to the 
livelihoods of 300 households to which herding cattle is 
their main source of income, was also damaged by Cy-
clone Idai. After it was rehabilitated by 276 community 
members with the help of WFP and the ZIRP team, as 
many as 1000 cattle arrive every 2 weeks from as far as 
10km away to take a dip in the tank to stay clean from 
ticks and disease.  

Additionally, fodder species and watershed management 
methods were introduced in the area surrounding the 
tank to improve the catchment area and a newly installed, 
solar-powered water supply system has improved the 
community’s access to clean water. Tree planting and the 
establishment of tree basins and zai pits have also contrib-
uted to reducing erosion and flooding, restoring the land 
to be used for productive purposes in the future.  

Masocha’s weir dam and the dip tank in Dakate were re-
habilitated under the “build back better” approach to sus-
tain the livelihoods of communities in its proximity in the 
long term. The completion of the dam rehabilitation will 
lead to resumptions of crop production that contributes to 
the food security of the households as well as that of the 
community by strengthening their livelihoods and diversify 
their food consumption. 

Left: The Masocha weir dam and irrigation scheme help the com-
munity to produce a variety of crops. Right: Dakate’s dip tank is 
being used by hundreds of households.  



WFP Operations  

 
CSP Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

CSP Net Funding  

Gap for the Next 6 

Months (April—

September 2021) 

People Assisted  

(March 2021) Female Male 

CSP  TOTAL 

(April 2017-Dec 2021) 
$468,404,321 $63,986,174    1,375,930 717,922 658,008 

Lean Season Assistance     1,053,396 547,766 505,630 

Urban Resilience Programme   303,763 157,957 145,806 

Support to Refugees     13,692 7,120 6,572 

Health and Nutrition     5,079* 5,079 n/a 

Food Assistance for Assets   n/a n/a n/a 
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Thank You To Our 2020 Donors For Their Continued Support   

Contacts 
 

Althea Pickering  

Head of Donor Relations and Reporting 

althea.pickering@wfp.org  
 

 
Learn more  

Download: 

WFP Zimbabwe Country Strategic Plan  

WFP Zimbabwe CSP Brochure   
 

www.wfp.org/countries/Zimbabwe 

*This figure is inclusive of Maternity Waiting Home (MWH) activities only. Stunting prevention activities are suspended.  

Above: Agnes Morenga, 60, holds tomatoes freshly harvested from the Nyakutunguma community’s 
nutrition garden which was built with support from WFP.  

https://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp291304.pdf?_ga=2.32412606.1618097499.1502086264-136047578.1499249529
https://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp291156.pdf?_ga=2.79374932.152334298.1588858327-370282675.1566290553
https://www.wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe

