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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES  

• In November, WFP plans to reach three million beneficiaries throughout Yemen, including 
400,000 with cash transfers as part of the emergency safety net (ESN) programme. 

 

  WFP Yemen Operations 

 Total requirements  
(US$)

 
Total received 

(US$)
 

6 months 
shortfall (%)

 
Beneficiaries 

Planned (2013) Planned 
(November) 

EMOP 200451 249 607 288 171 384 650 17% 4 915 500 3 023 580 

PRRO 200305
 

9 760 314 6 041 483 7% 72 780 38 750 

DEV 200432 8 899 912 2 984 943 0% 35 000 N/A 

SO 200130 4 910 807 3 211 007 N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 
   

 

   II. SITUATION UPDATE 

• In 2013, WFP successfully scaled up its humanitarian assistance to reach five million people: 
600,000 Internally Displaced People (IDPs); 325,000 children under two years with nutrition 
prevention activities; 200,000 children under five with nutrition treatment activities; 157,000 
pregnant and nursing women with nutrition support; and 3.8 million people under ESN activities. 

• Yemen is in the midst of a political transition and a humanitarian crisis, with more than ten 
million people—almost half the country’s population—either hungry or on the edge of hunger. 
Child malnutrition rates are among the highest in the world with close to half of Yemen’s 
children under five years—two million children—stunted and one million acutely malnourished.  

• Yemen is a low-income, food-deficit and least-developed country, ranked as the 11th most food-
insecure country in the world. For the last three years, Yemen ranked highest in the world on 
the Global Gender Gap Index with infant and under-five mortality rates estimated at 76 and 102 
per 1,000 births respectively. Limited access to food is aggravated by the effects of low 
incomes, large family sizes, high unemployment, limited education, gender disparities, inefficient 
and poorly integrated food markets, limited water and sanitation, qat (the leaves of the shrub 
Catha Edulis, chewed like tobacco) consumption and geographic isolation. 

• The context is characterised by high insecurity and the threat of abduction of international staff. 
Infighting and tribal conflicts continue throughout Yemen. The overall deteriorating context has 
not, however, affected WFP operations and its plans to deliver food to the vulnerable 
populations in the country. 

• Three significant security challenges remain in Yemen: al-Houthi militants in the north, southern 
secessionists, and the increasing presence of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
militants throughout large portions of the country.  

• National Dialogue Conference (NDC) proceedings – originally planned to end on 18 September 
– have been extended to allow for additional discussions. 
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III. WFP RESPONSE   

 ASSESSMENTS 
• WFP is planning to undertake a Comprehensive Food Security Survey in 2014. 
• Data compilation will shortly be completed for a baseline study for cash and food interventions 

in selected districts of Ibb and Taiz governorates. 
• WFP is providing support on data analysis to a UNDP-led Sustainable Livelihoods Assessment. 

The draft report will be used for a high level meeting in mid-November. 
 
 FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES 

• Twenty-five flood-affected households in Maswar district in Amran received one-off rations. 
WFP’s partner Society for Humanitarian Solidarity also distributed 18 mt of food to 154 flood-
affected households in Jayshan, Abyan.  

• The second emergency safety net distribution cycle was completed with the assistance of the 
Ministry of Education in eight governorates. 

• Some 184 mt of Plumpy-Sup purchased with a German contribution was delivered to health 
facilities in Al-Bayda, Amran, Hadramaut and Hajja. It will be used to treat 18,625 children under 
five with moderate acute malnutrition. Some 127 mt of Plumpy-Doz purchased with European 
Union contributions will be used to prevent malnutrition among 27,010 children under two in 
Hajja and Hudaydah. 

• IDPs: October/November distributions in Amran started, targeting 19,342 households. The 
October distribution in Abyan for 34,700 households also started. The ongoing Sana’a 
distribution is targeting 6,414 households. The next Hajjah distribution will take place in 
December.  

  
 LOGISTICS ACTIVITIES (WFP & CLUSTER) 

• WFP currently has 43,000 mt of various commodities in stock around the country, programmed 
for use under various activities. 

• The Logistics Cluster distributed 28,614 litres of fuel to ACTED, AMIDEAST, DSS, FAO, IOM, 
IRD, MSF, NRC, OCHA, UNHCR and UNICEF. It also received a new consignment of 10,000 
litres of diesel and 16,500 litres of petrol in Sana’a. 

• A new contribution was received from the Emergency Relief Fund of US$488,300 to cover the 
UNHAS flight to Sa’ada for six months. 

 

 FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE CLUSTER (FSAC) 
• Following a gap, regular national and sub-national cluster meetings are now established. 
• Cluster partners are refining specific Yemen country objectives based on the cluster’s priority 

needs and findings of the Humanitarian Needs Overview. 
 

IV. RESOURCING UPDATE  

• WFP is grateful for the generous contributions from Australia, Canada, the Czech Republic, the 
European Union, Finland, France, Germany, India, Japan, Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland, 
the United States of America, and Australia, Denmark, Ireland, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
and Sweden through multilateral support. 

 

V. CONTACTS  

Edward Johnson, Emergency Reports Officer, WFP Yemen. +967 214100 ext.2110. +967 735210222. 
edward.johnson@wfp.org 
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