
WFP is implementing a regional response to reach more than 10 million people across eight 
countries in the Sahel region, which is currently experiencing its third food and nutrition 
crisis in less than a decade. 

The response‘s activities include general food distributions, Food and Cash for Work, un-
conditional cash transfers, cereal bank support, and treatment and prevention of moderate 
acute malnutrition. WFP is providing cash transfers through mobile banking technology for 
the first time in Mali and Niger.  

WFP plans to assist the following numbers of drought–affected people in these countries — 
Niger 4.18 million; Mali 1.02 million; Mauritania 574,000; Chad 1.52 million; Burkina Faso 
1.17 million; Cameroon 258,000; Senegal 862,000 and The Gambia; 206,000. 

In addition to the emergency operation for the drought, WFP launched a regional refugee 
response in May to provide much-needed food assistance and nutrition support to 555,000 
internally displaced people in Mali and Malian refugees in Niger, Mauritania and Burkina 
Faso.  

Contributions to the Sahel response, costing a total of US$ 888 million, currently amount to 
US$ 513 million. WFP is grateful for the recent contributions from Andorra, Australia, Aus-
tria, Brazil, Belgium, Canada, the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF), Denmark, the European Commission, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, New Zealand, the Neth-
erlands, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the 
United States.  

WFP’s response to the food crisis in the Sahel  

WFP overcomes logistical challenges in Chad  

As a large, land-locked 
country, Chad faces signifi-
cant logistical challenges. 
Food is transported by truck 
from Port Sudan and the 
port in Douala, Cameroon – 
both entry-points thousands 
of kilometres away from the 
distribution sites in Chad.  

The village of Blablime in 
the region of Kanem in east-
ern Chad is an example of 
one of the many villages in 
Chad that are hard to reach 
but where WFP assistance is 
needed.  

―We heard talk of WFP dis-
tributions months ago but 
we didn‘t dare hope that we 

would also benefit because 
we are so isolated,‖ said one 
of the villagers who came to 
accompany one of his wives 
for a nutrition screening.   

―I have also learned that my 
wife can also go to the health 
centre in Kouloutchi for 
treatment. Even though the 
health centre is 50 kilome-
tres away, we will try to go 
there,‖ he added.  

WFP has put aside 7,500 
tons of nutrition commodi-
ties for  nutrition support to 
reach more than 265,000 
people in the region of Ka-
nem in 2012.  

In addition to the distance 
from the ports, other logisti-
cal challenges include an 
uncertain security situation, 
rough terrain, and inaccessi-
bility to a large part of the 
country during the rainy 
season, which coincides 
with the period of greatest 
food needs.  

These combined obstacles 
mean that WFP started pre-
positioning food as early as 
February in order to re-
spond to the needs of the 
Chadian population during 
the peak of the lean season.   

-Ramada Ndiaye Abderahim 
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Since 2005, more than 
35,000 refugees from the 
Central African Republic 
have moved to the 
Adamaoua Region in cen-
tral Cameroon. The refu-
gees, many of whom were 
cattle herders, lost their 
sources of livelihood when 
they fled their homes, put-
ting pressure on the host 
populations.  

In 2011, WFP started Food 
for Work and Food for 
Training activities to 
strengthen the resilience of 
both the refugee and host 
communities. 

Two local partner NGOs 
mobilized 331 men and 
women from the host and 
refugee populations for the 
implementation of the ac-
tivities with WFP food sup-
port.  

The beneficiaries were 
trained in farming tech-
niques and planted seven 
hectares of vegetables. The 
first harvest took place in 
January 2012 and produced 
20 metric tons of tomatoes, 
leeks, celery, okra, cab-
bages, carrots, green beans, 
onions, green pepper, let-
tuce and other vegetables.  

While some of the harvest 
was consumed, the rest was 
sold to generate income.  

―I‘m a cattle rearer and 
when I moved from Central 
Africa, I lost all my animals. 
Through this project I‘ve 
learned how to grow vegeta-
bles and I can feed my fam-
ily. I‘m very happy because 
the money derived from 
this activity will permit us 
to rebuild our herds,‖ said 
Mr. Meimounatou, a mem-

ber of the management 
committee.  

The beneficiaries received 
22 metric tons of cereals, 
pulses, vegetable oil and 
salt from WFP. The local 
NGOs conducted nutrition 
trainings, focusing on how 
the fresh produce can help 
prevent malnutrition, espe-
cially amongst children 
below 5, pregnant and 
nursing mothers.  

―Women have learned how 
to grow vegetables, which 
can help them ensure a 
balanced diet in the house-
hold,‖ said Marie, a com-
munity based nutrition 
volunteer involved in the 
project. 

- Joseph Amougou 

can store grain after the 
harvest and borrow from 
during harder times, can 
help ease the strain of the 
depletion in food stocks 
between harvests. 

―We are currently support-
ing 380 cereal banks across 
the country. Today more 
than 100 families in your 
village will receive 133 kg of 
rice each,‖ said WFP Coun-
try Director Ingeborg 
Breuer at the launch of the 
cereal bank restocking ac-
tivities in the central region 
of Tambacounda in the 
commune of Nétéboulou, 
identified as one of the 
country‘s vulnerable zones. 

To respond to the Sahel 
food crisis in Senegal, WFP 
is using various mecha-

In mid-May, WFP launched 
its restocking of cereal banks 
in Senegal as part of the re-
sponse to the Sahel food 
crisis.  

Last year‘s poor rainy season 
across the region led to 
many failed harvests, bring-
ing the lean season to rural 
areas earlier than usual. 
Many households have  re-
sorted to desperate meas-
ures to cope. 

―We boiled dried leaves in 
water to make them into a 
sauce. Normally, we would 
use this type of leaf to feed 
our animals,‖ said Cisao 
Danso, 60, from the village 
of Nétéboulou.   

 But cereal banks, ware-
houses where communities 

nisms adapted to geo-
graphic and socioeconomic 
contexts. One of these ini-
tiatives is cereal banks, oth-
ers include targeted food 
distributions, cash vouch-
ers, nutrition support and 
activities to support agri-
culture at a community 
level.  

In total, WFP plans to 
reach more than 800,000 
of the most food insecure 
people across the country 
with the support and assis-
tance of the Senegalese 
government and imple-
menting NGO partners. 

 

- Paulele Fall  

Food for Work builds livelihoods for refugees in Cameroon 

WFP restocks cereal banks in Senegal to respond to food crisis 
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through the lean season 
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In Gambia, 80% of the 
population below the age of 
40 years has received WFP 
school meals and from 
2007 to mid 2011 WFP con-
tributed about $156 million 
to this programme, which 
keeps children in school 
and helps them concen-
trate.  

WFP‘s activities in  Gambia 
will continue to support the 
development priorities of 
the Government as well as 
Millennium Development 
Goal 2 of universal primary 
education through its 
school meals programme 
by providing nutritious 
meals to close to 100,000 
children in all food-
insecure regions to pro-

mote enrolment and reten-
tion in early childhood de-
velopment (ECD) centres 
and basic education.  

WFP and the Ministry of 
Basic and Secondary Edu-
cation have decided to-
gether to start establishing 
the foundation of a transi-
tion towards a nationally-
owned and managed school 
meals programme. The 
transition is planned to 
start in August 2013 and 
last ten years.  

The process will be gradual 
as it is not without chal-
lenges: procuring food lo-
cally, building operational 
capacities and sustaining 
financial commitment from 

partners. At first, the Gov-
ernment and WFP will col-
laborate with partners on 
pilot initiatives. 

Several consultative meet-
ings are being carried out 
towards the joint initiative 
of a nationally-owned and 
managed school meals pro-
gramme.   

―With the support and 
commitment of other part-
ners, we hope this initiative 
to sustain the school meals 
programme will be a real-
ity‖ said WFP Gambia 
Country Director Vitoria 
Ginja at a joint donor con-
sultative meeting.    

- Sarah Yehounou 

cashew nuts, Guinea-
Bissau‘s main cash crop has 
dropped by 30 to 35% com-
pared to last year.  

During the food security 
assessments, special atten-
tion was paid to the influx 
of people; rice stocks avail-
able; the price fluctuation 
of basic foodstuffs and 
cashew nuts. 

‗‗The main finding is that 
the food security situation 
hasn‘t reached alarming 
levels yet.  However, the 
longer the situation re-
mains as is; the higher the 
risk for the most vulnerable 
communities to enter into a 
food crisis,‖ said WFP 
Guinea-Bissau Country 
Director Pedro Figueiredo. 

WFP has been also partici-
pating in the food, protec-
tion, health and education 
cluster groups as well in the 
emergency preparedness 
group chaired by UNICEF.  

Guinea-Bissau has experi-
enced a period of instability 
since the country‘s coup 
d‘état at the beginning of 
April. All public services 
and schools were closed; 
thousands of people fled 
Bissau to seek refuge in 
other parts of the country. 

After these events, WFP 
turned its full attention on 
the food security monitor-
ing survey, conducted 
countrywide in collabora-
tion with other UN Agen-
cies, national and interna-
tional NGOs. 

―It is good to know that 
WFP cares about the liveli-
hoods of the most vulner-
able people. My farming 
provides the income for my 
13 person‘s household in 
addition to my 3 childrens‘ 
studies in Bissau,‖ said José 
Soares, a cashew nut pro-
ducer from the region of 
Tombali. The price of 

―A contingency plan has 
been prepared. In addition, 
an immediate response 
emergency operation is 
being envisaged to address 
the most vulnerable popu-
lation urgent needs if nec-
essary,‖ said WFP Guinea-
Bissau Head of Programme 
Jacqueline Diambomba. 

However, now, with a new 
government in place and 
the expected reopening of 
school as well as the re-
sumption of other eco-
nomic activities, WFP is 
expected to be able to carry 
on with school feeding, 
health and nutrition and 
food-for-work projects. 

 

- Wilson Gama 

WFP Gambia to begin handover of school meal programme to Government 
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WFP Guinea-Bissau conducts food security assessment after coup d’état 
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For the first time in Mali 
and Niger, WFP is provid-
ing cash-based food assis-
tance using mobile banking 
technology. 

―Today, you will receive a 
mobile phone,‖ explains 
Smael Boureima to dozens 
of women sitting outside a 
small concrete building in 
the Tillaberi region of Ni-
ger.  

This is the first cash distri-
bution happening in an 
urban area and the first 
time the agency is distribut-
ing money using mobile 
banking technology. To 
make this possible, WFP 
has partnered with the mo-
bile phone company Or-
ange as well as Oxfam. 

One of the beneficiaries, 
Fatima Mamoudou, who 
has 5 children, explains 
that her husband and her-
self are struggling to make 
ends meet. 

―I will buy food,‖ she said of 
the money about to be 
transferred to her brand 
new cell phone. ―This is 
what my family needs.‖ 

Each woman who received 
a phone that day was care-
fully selected to ensure the 
money goes to the families 
who need it most. For the 
next 5 months, they will 

receive 32,500 CFA, or ap-
proximately US$ 65 per 
month. 

―We‘ve known for several 
months that this year, the 
lean season would be ex-
tremely difficult for the 
poorest,‖ says Denise 
Brown, WFP Representa-
tive in Niger. ―We‘ve pre-
pared and have been work-
ing with the Government 
and our partners to scale up 
our operations to make 
sure people do not fall over 
the edge.‖ 

During the lean season, 
WFP continues to support 
the most vulnerable with 
unconditional cash and 
food transfers to ensure 
that farmers have as much 
time as possible to dedicate 
to their fields and that poor 
people living in urban areas 
also receive assistance. 

―We are now giving money 
to about 1 million people, 
using either mobile banking 
or regular cash distribu-
tions,‖ explains Giorgi Do-
lidze, who is in charge of 
WFP projects involving 
cash in Niger. ―We are us-
ing money in the areas 
where the markets are 
functioning so that people 
have the freedom to buy the 
food they want and can 
have a diversified diet.‖ 

Cash transfers also stimu-
late local economies. 

In the country‘s isolated 
areas where access to food 
is a problem, WFP gives 
cereals, pulses as well as 
fortified oil to the most vul-
nerable and plans to reach 
1.6 million people over the 
next 4 months. 

WFP has also launched 
cash transfers through mo-
bile banking technology in 
Mali.  

Funded by the European 
Commission‘s Humanitar-
ian Aid and Civil Protection 
Department (ECHO) at a 
total cost of more than 1.3 
million euros, the cash 
transfers will reach nearly 
45,000 people affected by 
the food crisis in the re-
gions of Kayes and 
Koulikoro.  

―I will go straight to the 
market to buy millet and 
rice,‖ said Bine Gori Na-
man, an 82-year-old 
Koranic teacher. ―I have 
seven people in my family 
and before this, I did not 
know how I would support 
them to grow food during 
the planting season.‖ 

- Stephanie Tremblay 

- Daouda Guirou 

WFP launches cash transfers for the first time in Mali and Niger  
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Fatima Mamoudou holding 

a mobile phone through 

which she will receive her 

cash transfer.  

WFP/Stephanie Tremblay   

“I will buy 

food. This is 

what my family 

needs.” 

 

“I will go straight to the market to buy millet and rice. I have 
seven people in my family and before, I did not know how I 

would support them to grow food during the planting season.” 

Bine Gori Naman, cash transfer beneficiary in Mali  

WFP/Daouda Guirou 

Bine Gori Naman, 82 

years, about to receive 

cash that will help him 

and his family prepare 

for the planting season. 



Page 5 The Newsletter of the World Food Programme in West Africa 

P4P connects farmers to markets in Sierra Leone 

In April, WFP participated 
in a five-day agricultural 
trade fair organized in 
Kenema by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food Security. President 
Ernest Bai Koroma visited 
WFP‘s booth at the fair and 
commended WFP for not 
only procuring locally pro-
duced rice through Pur-
chase for Progress (P4P) 
but also for strengthening 
the capacity of smallholder 
farmers to access markets 
while improving the pro-
duction quality. 

Sierra Leone is one of the 
21 countries where Pur-
chase for Progress (P4P) 
has been piloted for five 
years. Sierra Leone‘s P4P 
initiative works with small-
holder farmers so that they 
can sell their surplus crops 
at competitive prices.  
Holima Farmers Associa-
tion in Bo district was 
among the first groups this 

year to sell 25 metric tons 
of locally produced rice to 
WFP. The association 
farms over 100 acres of 
valley swampland belong-
ing to the Holima Agricul-
tural Business Centre. This 
centre aims to bring seeds, 
fertilizers, drying floors, 
milling and other agricul-
tural services closer to 
some 200 subsistence 
farmers.  

―Bulk sales to WFP through 
P4P have provided us with 
the income we need to ex-
pand our production, edu-
cate our children and pro-
vide for our families,‖ said 
Chair of Holima Farmers 
Association Mariama 
Koroma.  

Since 2009, some 30 sup-
pliers including one agro-
processor with a small-
holder supply-chain have 
sold milled rice, gari 
(cassava tuber) and forti-
fied blended foods totaling 

700 metric tons. The locally 
purchased rice is mainly 
used for WFP‘s school 
meals programme.  

The P4P activities include 
training workshops, equip-
ment support to the part-
ners and suppliers, as well 
as coordination meetings, 
surveys and studies to take 
stock of and share lessons 
learned with wider stake-
holders.  

The suppliers are located in 
the regions of Koinadugu, 
Kono, Tonkolili, Kailahun, 
Kenema, Bo, Pujehun and 
Kambia.  The partners are 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food Security, 
FAO, GIZ, the National 
Federation of Farmers of 
Sierra Leone, and local and 
international NGOs.  

 

- Francis Boima  

President Ernest Bai 

Koroma visits the WFP 

booth at the Kenema Agri-

cultural Fair 
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WFP CAR provides nutrition support for people living with HIV 

In May, food distributions 
for WFP‘s pilot HIV project 
'Food by Prescription' 
started in the Central Afri-
can Republic, where WFP 
has been providing nutri-
tion support to people liv-
ing with HIV since 2002.  

Nutritional rehabilitation is 
at the core of this project. 
Beneficiaries enrolled have 
their nutritional status 
tested on the basis of body 
mass index (BMI), a weight 
to height ratio. Individuals 
below a certain BMI 
threshold receive food as-
sistance. The impact of the 
project is measured by the 
improvement in the nutri-

tional status of beneficiar-
ies.   

WFP plans to assist 2,400 
people living with HIV un-
der this pilot activity in 
2012.  WFP and the govern-
ment have identified four 
health centres around the 
capital, Bangui where this 
pilot will be carried out.   

In April, WFP and the gov-
ernment organized training 
sessions for 13 doctors, 14 
paramedics and 48 com-
munity health workers in 
the four health centres.  
The medical staff will test 
and measure progress in 
nutritional status while the 
paramedics will advise on 

what complementary foods 
to eat and on food hygiene. 
The community health 
workers will visit the HIV 
clients at their homes to 
check if they are eating well 
and to give advice when 
needed.    

The staff at the health cen-
tres who participated were 
very positive about the pro-
ject and all expressed the 
view that this pilot project 
will enable them to meas-
ure the  progress and im-
pact of the assistance on 
the individual.  

- Susan Bounford 

WFP/Susan Bounford  

Participants in the train-

ing practice measuring 

height in order to calcu-

late body mass index of 

beneficiaries .  



The Regional Office for West Africa oversees 19 Country Offices. It provides strategic 
guidance, training and support to Country Offices in various areas: programming, logis-
tics, resource mobilisation, public information, human resources and ICT.  The Regional 
Office also coordinates with UN sister agencies, humanitarian partners and donors.  

Côte d’Ivoire:  

Country Director: 

Gianluca Ferrera 

Phone: +225 22 52 63 02 

The Gambia: 

Country Director: 

Vitoria Ginja 

Phone: +220 449 47 84 

Ghana: 

Country Director: 

Ismail Omer 

Phone: +233 302  773 540  

Guinea:  

Country Director: 

Sitta Kai-Kai 

Phone: +224 63 40 76 51  

Guinea Bissau: 

Country Director: 

Pedro Figueiredo 

Phone: +245  662 34 13 

Liberia: 

Rep. and Country Director: 

Getachew Diriba 

Phone: +231 76 500 200  

Benin/Togo: 

Country Director: 

Moumini Ouedraogo 

Phone: +229 21 31 48 92 

Burkina Faso: 

Country Director: 

Angelline Rudakubana 

Phone: +226 50 30 60 77 

Cameroon: 

Country Director: 

Jacques Roy 

Phone: +237 222 23 17 28 

Cap Vert:  

Regional Bureau Contact: 

Pasqualina di Sirio 

Phone: +221 33 849 6500 

Central African Rep.: 

Country Director: 

Housainou Taal 

Phone: +236 216 13 429 

Chad: 

Country Director: 

Alice Martin-Daihirou 

Phone:  +235 225 13015  

Mali: 

Country Director: 

Nancy Walters 

Phone: +223 769 960 62 

Mauritania: 

Country Director: 

Alain Cordeil 

Phone: +222 2218 8082 

Niger: 

Country Director: 

Denise Brown 

Phone: +227 20 72 23 20 

Sao Tome and Principe: 

Officer-in-Charge: 

Soraya Franco 

Phone: +239 22 21 383  

Senegal: 

Country Director: 

Inge Breuer 

Phone: +221 33 859 75 50 

Sierra Leone: 

Country Director: 

William Hart 

Phone: +232  786 19 176 

Country Offices 

WFP is the world’s largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide. Each 

year, on average, WFP feeds more than 90 million people in more than 70 countries. 

WFP Regional Office for West Africa 

10, Avenue Pasteur 

B.P.: 6288 11524 

Dakar Etoile  

Senegal 

 

Phone : +221 33 849 65 00 

Fax :  +221 33 842 35 62  

 

Regional Director: 

Thomas Yanga 

Deputy Regional Director: 

Claude Jibidar  

For more information, please 
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Malek Triki 

Regional Public Information 
Officer 

malek.triki@wfp.org 

Tel.: +221 33 849 65 00 

Mob.: +221 77 637 59 64 

 

Isabel Pike 

Public Information Assistant 

isabel.pike@wfp.org 

Tel.: +221 33 849 65 00 

Mob.: +221 77 2 356 279 


