
Operational Updates 

Support to refugees 

• As part of a joint information sharing campaign, 

together with the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) 

and UNHCR, WFP engaged with different stakeholders 

at national and community levels to develop key 

messages to refugees to ensure that refugees 

understand why and how WFP’s food assistance rations 

will be prioritized from November 2021, while 

addressing any potential misunderstandings or 

misinformation. The community engagement campaign 

is scheduled to begin early October before prioritized 

rations are introduced in November. 

• Cash Based Transfers (CBT): In Arua, WFP initiated 

discussions with key stakeholders (UNHCR, OPM, DLGs 

and CPs) in West Nile and Acholi Sub-Region about the 

introduction of CBT in Palabek and Bidibidi and its 

expansion in Adjumani, Kiryandongo and Rhino Camp 

refugee settlements. Stakeholders recommended 

strengthening market functionality and working closely 

with the host District local governments to ensure 

ownership and public sensitization through various 

available fora. 

• WFP conducted distributions to 1,149,601 beneficiaries 

(cash-based transfers to 716,768 while in-kind food 

distribution to 432,833) in nine settlements of Bidibidi, 

Rhino, Lobule, Adjumani, Nakivale, Oruchinga, Kyaka, 

Rwamwanja, and Kyangwali.  Of these, 1,301 

beneficiaries were asylum seekers served with hot 

meals at reception centre in Palabek (223) refugee 

settlement and Bubukwanga transit centre (1,078). 

Support to crisis-affected households in Karamoja 

• As part of its lean season response, WFP distributed 

475.5 mt of maize in Kaabong, Kotido, Moroto and 

Napak and USD 117,186 through CBT in Kotido, Moroto 

and Napak Districts under protective ration (a ration 

whose objective is to improve the food security 

situation in these households). Under this activity, 

65,130 beneficiaries received in-kind food assistance 

(21,450 received food only (maize) while 43,680 

received both in-kind food and CBT (hybrid)). The CBT 

was sourced under the Pro-Resilience Action project 

(PRO-ACT). 

 

                    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

8,423 mt of food assistance distributed 

USD 6.979 million in cash-based transfers  

USD 57 million six months (October 2021 – 

March 2022) net funding requirements 

1,345,600 people assisted  

in September 2021 

Operational Context 

Uganda has a longstanding history of hosting refugees, 

with 1.42 million of them, mainly natives of South Sudan, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi currently 

resident in the country. Despite its agricultural potential 

and significant exports, Uganda’s food insecurity levels 

remain classified as ‘serious’ by the 2019 Global Hunger 

Index. Ugandans consume 400 kcal less than they need 

each day. Malnutrition is widespread across the country: 

29 percent of children under the age of 5 years are stunted 

and 53 percent are anaemic and at risk of not reaching 

their full mental and physical potential. 

 

WFP’s Country Strategic Plan 2018-2022 has six strategic 

outcomes and is fully aligned with national policy 

objectives, including Uganda’s Vision 2040 and the Third 

National Development Plan (NDP III). Through the CSP, 

WFP addresses the root causes of food insecurity and 

malnutrition, supports the refugee response and 

strengthens social protection systems. WFP assistance is 

provided through direct implementation, evidence 

generation, knowledge sharing and capacity strengthening, 

while building strategic partnerships including through 

South-South and Triangular Co-operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Uganda has a longstanding history of hosting refugees, with 

1.42 million of them, mainly from South Sudan, Democratic 

Republic of Congo and Burundi currently reside in the 

country. Despite its agricultural potential and significant 

exports, Uganda’s food insecurity levels remain classified as 

‘serious’ by the 2019 Global Hunger Index. Ugandans 

consume 400 kcal less than they need each day. Malnutrition 

is widespread across the country: 29 percent of children 

under the age of 5 years are stunted and 53 percent are 

anaemic and at risk of not reaching their full mental and 

physical potential. 

 

WFP’s Country Strategic Plan 2018-2025 has 6 strategic 

outcomes and is fully aligned with national policy objectives, 

including Uganda’s Vision 2040 and the Third National 

Development Plan (NDP III). Through the CSP, WFP addresses 

the root causes of food insecurity and malnutrition, supports 

the refugee response, and strengthens social protection 

systems. WFP assistance is provided through direct 

implementation, evidence generation, knowledge sharing and 

capacity strengthening, while building strategic partnerships 

including through South-South and Triangular Co-operation. 

 

Contact info: Emmanuel Mugarura (emmanuel.mugarura@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Meygag Abdirahman (meygag.abdirahman@wfp.org)  

Further information: https://www.wfp.org/countries/uganda 
Photo Caption: A mother in Oruchinga, SW Uganda, taking the MUAC (Mid Upper 
Arm Circumference) of her child to assess the nutrition status. 
Photo credit: WFP/ © WFP/Hugh Rutherford 
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Income Level: Lower-middle 

* Beneficiaries figures are based on estimates. 

52% 48% 

Stunting: 29 percent of 

children between 6-59 

months 

Population: 45.7 million 

2019 Human Development 
Index: 159 out of 189 
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Asset creation and livelihoods 

• As part of the objective to operationalise and 

standardize the implementation of Labour-Intensive 

Public Works (LIPW) programmes in Uganda, WFP 

facilitated a monitoring mission for 37 members of the 

National LIPW technical committee to 37 

Northern Uganda Social Action Fund (NUSAF3) 

implementing districts, in Lango, Teso, Elgon, Acholi, 

Bukedi and Bunyoro sub regions. The mission aimed to 

review how these districts have implemented the LIPW 

component of the NUSAF3 and to create a better 

understanding of the challenges faced by the districts 

in implementation of LIPW projects at the District, sub-

county, and community levels.  

• WFP, in partnership with Makerere University rolled out 

the community based Participatory planning process in 

eight sub counties in Kabong District with the objective 

of strengthening the design, planning, and 

implementation of resilience and disaster risk 

reduction programmes. A total of 90 people (50 

women and 40 men) comprising of different social 

economic groups participated, ensuring community 

prioritization and ownership. 

Nutrition 

• WFP participated in the Ministry of Health’s (MoH) 

launching of the Maternal Infant, Young Child, and 

Adolescent Nutrition (MIYCAN) guidelines intended 

to provide a framework for the standardization and 

improvement of the quality and coverage of nutrition 

interventions targeting mothers, infants, young 

children, and adolescents across the existing delivery 

platforms in the country. The objective is to contribute 

towards the commitments and targets stipulated 

under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

especially SDG 3 (ensure health and well-being for all) 

and 2 (zero hunger). WFP will utilize these guidelines in 

the delivery of acute malnutrition prevention and 

treatment programmes in the Country. Following the 

launch exercise, WFP adopted the guidelines, and, in 

September, support was given to the Ministry of Health 

to conduct a training of trainers (ToT) for the 

community package of the MIYCAN. 

Strengthening Shock responsive systems in Karamoja 

• WFP supported nine districts in the Karamoja Region 

to develop and integrate their District Contingency 

plans (DCPs) into the District Development Plans and 

budgets. The operationalization of the DCPs is hinged 

on their integration into the District Development 

plans (DDPs) and budgets, which are being developed 

in full alignment with the third National Development 

Plan (NDP). This integration process was supported by 

the National Planning Authority and will ensure that 

the Disaster Risk Reduction theme adopted by the 

NDPIII will be realized by districts and the 

communities. 

Donors (in alphabetical order) 

Canada, China, Germany, European Commission, Japan, 

Norway, Republic of Ireland, Republic of Korea, 

Sweden, United Kingdom and United States of America. 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2025) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions (in 
USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

1.8 b 673.9 m 57 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees and other crisis affected people in Uganda   

access adequate and nutritious food in times of crisis.  

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide food and nutrition assistance and promote financial 

inclusion of refugees  

• Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected households 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure populations in areas affected by climate 

shocks have access to adequate and nutritious food all year.  

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide technical assistance to the Government, women and men 

participating in community-level asset creation projects and 

strengthen the national social protection system to deliver livelihood 

and resilience building programmes  

• Provide nutritious hot meals to children attending school and 

technical assistance to the Government through South–South 

cooperation, for increased national ownership 

Strategic Result 2:  End malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children aged 6-59 months in food-insecure areas 

have acute malnutrition rates in line with national targets by 2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide specialized nutritious food and nutrition-sensitive interventions 

to populations at risk 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholder productivity and income 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers, especially women, in targeted 

areas have enhanced and resilient livelihoods by 2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Strengthen the capacity of the Government in post-harvest 

management and link smallholder farmers to markets. 

Strategic Result 5:  Capacity strengthening 

Strategic Outcome 5: Institutions have increased capacity to coordinate and 

manage food security and nutrition programmes and respond to shocks by 

2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Strengthen the capacity of selected national and subnational 

institutions and their underlying systems to provide direct income 

support 

• Strengthen the capacity of selected national and subnational 

institutions and their underlying systems to respond to shocks 

Strategic Result 8: Global partnerships  

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian actors have access to cost-efficient 

supply chain services when needed. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide supply chain services and expertise to enable all partners to 

deliver humanitarian assistance.  
 

 

 


