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In Numbers 
 

5.6 million registered Syrian refugees in 

neighbouring countries 

41,570 self-organized refugee returns to Syria in 

2019 

USD 5.54 billion injected into local economies of 

Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey through 

WFP’s cash-based transfers, local food 

procurement, and other expenditures since 2012 

Regional Refugee and Resilience 

Plan (3RP)  

2019/2020 

Overall:  

USD 5.5 billion 

WFP Net Funding Requirements  
(August 2019 – January 2020) 

Regional USD 510.8 million 

Egypt USD 11.9 million 

Iraq USD 9.6 million 

Jordan USD 101.8 million 

Lebanon USD 118.1 million 

Turkey USD 269.4 million 

WFP Syria Regional  
Situation Report #06 

June 2019 

Month YYYY    

 

 

 

 

3.2 million Syrian refugees and 

host community members 

assisted  

June 2019 

Highlights 
• In June, WFP reached more than 3.2 million refugees 

and host community members across Egypt, Iraq, 

Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey through various food 

assistance programmes (in-kind and cash). In Egypt 

and Lebanon, WFP is operating under Country Strategic 

Plans (CSPs), while Transitional Interim Country 

Strategic Plans (TICSPs) are currently in place in Iraq, 

Jordan and Turkey. 

• In the refugee-hosting countries across the region, with 

the current levels of confirmed resources, WFP needs a 

total of USD 510.8 million to ensure continued support 

in the next six months from August 2019 until January 

2020. 

Situation Updates 
Regional 

• As of June 2019, there are almost 5.6 million refugees 

from Syria in the neighbouring countries of Egypt, Iraq, 

Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey. Since the beginning of 

the year, there have been 41,570 self-organized 

refugee returns, as verified by UNHCR through 

interviews at UNHCR reception centres and based on 

governments’ departure lists. 

Lebanon 

• Tension between Lebanese and Syrians nationals have 

increased after the Lebanese authorities have 

announced the deadline of end of June for Syrian 

refugees to implement the demolition of cement 

buildings in the Syrian refugee camps. 

Egypt 

• The cost of living for Syrian refugees and other 

vulnerable groups in Egypt is on the rise. According to 

the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics 

(CAPMAS), annual inflation rates started increasing in 

2019; annual inflation in the overall consumer price 

index increased from 12.2 percent in January 2019 to 

13.2 percent in May 2019. Similarly, inflation in food 

prices increased from 12.7 percent in January to 14.4 

percent in May 2019, driven by the increase in prices of 

vegetables by 35.8 percent and the 29.4 percent 

increase in fruits. 

 

Photo: WFP’s supply chain unit in Lebanon works with 450 shops to remove market inefficiencies, improve access to shops, lower prices and 

improve shopping experiences. ©WFP/Edward Johnson  
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WFP Response  

Food and Nutrition Assistance 

Egypt 

• WFP Egypt supported a total of 104,275 refugees and 

host community members with cash-based transfers  

through General Food Assistance, nutrition support for 

pregnant and lactating women (PLW) and livelihood 

activities. 

• WFP Egypt continued its food assistance to non-Syrian 

refugees. Distribution started on 27 June and lasted 

until 1 July, targeting 26,983 refugees from 7 different 

nationalities. CBT distribution took place in 3 

distribution sites across Greater Cairo, with each 

recipient receiving a value voucher of EGP 400 

equivalent to USD 24 redeemable from Carrefour and 

Fathalla shops.     

Iraq 

• WFP Iraq delivered food assistance to 28,290 Syrian 

refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq with CBT 

through general food assistance and resilience activities.  

• Food For Training/EMPACT (formerly Tech for Food) 

classes are continuing in Salah al-Din, Baghdad, Ninewa 

and the Kurdistan region of Iraq. The basic classes IT 

skills and English were concluded, and those with a 

sufficiently high pass-rate will continue to advance 

courses. EMPACT provides digital skills through a 

tailored vocational training programme, and partners 

with leading tech firms to connect trainees with online 

work opportunities. 

Jordan 

• WFP Jordan supported a total of 646,371 Syrian refugees 

and vulnerable Jordanians with CBTs and in-kind 

through GFA, school feeding and resilience activities. 

• WFP, in close coordination with the Government of 

Jordan and United Nation High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), started the preparatory work to 

support refugees of other nationalities registered with 

UNHCR and amnesty cases residing in host communities 

through cash assistance. As of July, they will receive food 

assistance in the form of cash-based transfers. 

Lebanon 

• WFP Lebanon assisted 730,016 refugees and host 

community members with in-kind food and cash-based 

transfers and through general food assistance, school 

feeding, asset-creation and training activities. The 

country office continued to implement multiple delivery 

mechanisms such as food-restricted e-cards, cash-for-

food e-cards, and multi-purpose cash for basic needs. 

• WFP Lebanon continues to target 695,000 Syrian 

refugees for general food assistance based on the 

enhanced targeting criteria developed by WFP and 

UNHCR using the 2018 VASyR data, where households 

were ranked based upon their level of socio-economic 

vulnerability. Households at the bottom of the ranking, 

identified as living below the Survival Minimum 

Expenditure Basket (USD 87 / person / month), were 

prioritised for assistance. WFP regularly conducts joint 

validation exercises with UNHCR to ensure that 

households targeted are in possession of the right e-

cards. 

• As of June, WFP has valid contracts with 429 shops 

across Lebanon. Based on the last report provided by 

consumer research company Nielsen, prices at WFP-

contracted shops are 6.14 percent lower than the 

average market price for Q1 2019. 

• Approximately 1,385 vulnerable Lebanese and 1,362 

Syrians participated in the majority of food for training 

activities, with few ongoing forestry projects and other 

food for assets activities. Out of the 2,747 total 

participants, approximately 47 percent are women. 

Turkey  

• WFP Turkey reached a total of 1,722,786 people through 

cash-based transfers. Of this number, 1,646,888 

vulnerable refugees across Turkey received the 

Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) monthly assistance 

of TRY 120 (USD 20.3) per person to help cover their 

basic needs. The ESSN programme remains the largest 

single cash-based transfer operation globally and for 

WFP . 75,668 refugees in six camps received e-vouchers 

with a monthly value of TRY 50 (USD 8.4) under the in-

camp assistance programme, complementing another 

TRY 50 provided by the Government of Turkey. 

• The Directorate General of Migration Management 

(DGMM) announced in June that eight camps will be 

decongested, two of which will be closed on 31 July. WFP 

and the Turkish Red Crescent (Kizilay) are working in 

close coordination with the DGMM to ensure a smooth 

expansion of WFP assistance to additional camps while 

decongestion is ongoing. The first WFP-payments to 

residents of these camps is expected on August 20, 

2019. 

• According to the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social 

Services (MoFLSS), as of 01 July 2019, a cumulative total 

of 528,981 applications (representing more than 

2,684,116 million people) had been received for ESSN 

assistance since November 2016, with 54.3 percent of 

applicant households included into the programme. 

• In June, WFP and the World Bank released a joint report 

on Vulnerability and Protection of Refugees in Turkey. 

The report included a new World Bank analysis 

assessing the roll-out of the ESSN programme and key 

design features. It demonstrated that the ESSN targeting 

criteria are effective in selecting the most vulnerable 

refugees but exclude a small share of the extremely 

poor. An untargeted design covering all refugees would 

have minimized such exclusion error, but, given 

resource constraints, required smaller transfers, 

insufficient to meet basic needs. Future analysis will 

focus on the impact of transfers on household welfare. 
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Resourcing Update 

• With the current levels of confirmed resources, WFP 

needs a total of USD 510.8 million to ensure continued 

lifeline support in the next six months from August 2019 

until January 2020. 

 

 

 

Contacts  

• WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 

Tel.: +202 2528 1730; Fax: +202 2528 1735 

 

• Rebecca Lamade, Deputy Regional Director, a.i 

rebecca.lamade@wfp.org 

 

• Yoko Honda, Regional OIM and PR Officer 

yoko.honda@wfp.org

 

 

* Funding overview as at 17 July 2019; Pertains to the Syrian refugee response only. 

  

 
 

WFP Operation 

  

2019 Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Net Funding Requirements 

(in USD) 

(Aug 2019 – Jan 2020) * 

People Assisted  

(June 2019) 
Activities Modality 

Regional 1.54 billion 510.8 million 3,235,571     

Egypt 28.5 million 11.9 million 104,275 

General Food 

Assistance  

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets 

  

Nutrition Support 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Iraq 7.2 million 9.6 million 28,290 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Training 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Jordan 265.3 million 101.8 million 646,371 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets 

In-kind Food 

  

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Lebanon 312.5 million 118.1 million 730,016 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets/Training 

In-kind Food 

  

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Turkey 935.3 million 269.4 million   1,722,786   

General Food 

Assistance 

 

Food Assistance 

for Training 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 
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