
 

 

 

WFP’s Response Inside Syria  
and in Neighbouring Countries:  

Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey,  

Iraq and Egypt 

 
Reporting Period:  

11-18 February 2013  

Syria: The WFP led Logistics Cluster organised the first UN inter-agency convoy 
to north west Syria this week. This is in addition to WFP’s continued 
delivery of food assistance throughout the country, 40-45% in areas 
across conflict lines. 

Jordan: Urgent preparedness measures are underway to assist the greater influx 
of refugees. 

Lebanon:  3,200 additional refugees have been incorporated into the distribution
     cycle this month. WFP continues to ramp up assistance. 

Turkey:     Despite the construction of new camps, the space available in camps is 
     not keeping pace with the influx of Syrians seeking protection.  

Egypt:       Voucher distributions have expanded to new areas in Egypt this week. 

Iraq:      25,660 beneficiaries received voucher assistance in the Domiz camp. 
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Syria 
Through the WFP led Logistics Cluster, WFP organized the first inter-agency convoy of six trucks 
carrying much needed humanitarian assistance to the village of Atmeh, in the Idlib governate of 
north-western Syria. Due to heightened hostilities, this location had been unreachable, with as 
many as 25,000 people displaced by the on-going turmoil affecting the country. 

In collaboration with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
(SARC) and OCHA, the convoy was able to provide 
almost 100 mt of essentials, such as blankets, 
quilts, health kits, safe delivery kits, plastic 

sheeting, and hygiene kits and life-saving food 
assistance to a population which has lost 
everything. 

Departing on the morning of Wednesday 13 
February from Damascus, five trucks laden with Non
-Food Items and one full of Food Rations from 
UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, UNDP, and WFP, 

covered the close to 400 kilometers, crossing 
contested areas, and arriving in Atmeh on Saturday 
16 February. The transported cargo covers the 

needs of an initial 6,000 people in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance.  

The Logistics Cluster will arrange relief cargo 
convoys for other regions in Syria, as well as 

transporting assistance from neighbouring 
countries. 

WFP has had a presence in Syria for over 45 years, providing food assistance through a variety 
of programmes. The current conflict reduced our reach in parts of the  country. However since 

June of last year, through building confidence and partnerships, WFP regained access in all 
governorates of the country, allowing us to scale up assistance from this month onwards.  

 

At the conclusion of the January 
Distribution Cycle, WFP had dispatched 
food assistance to over 1.2 million, 80% 
of the planned figure.  By 14 February, 

WFP had dispatched food assistance to 
over half a million people. Dispatches to 
Final Distribution Points (FDPs) and 

distributions to beneficiaries continued in 
earnest, with no security incidents of 
significance recorded during the reporting 
period. 

 

Challenges 

In spite of the recent pledges, WFP Syria Operations shows a shortfall valued at US$357 million 
until the end of the year. Current lead times for food purchased, either in the region or on 

international markets, require between 2-3 months, therefore confirmation of funds is of utmost 
importance. 

The heightened levels of conflict throughout the country, including within Damascus itself, 

continues to challenge accessibility. On average 40 to 45 percent of the areas that WFP has been 
reaching are controlled by the opposition and control in contested areas shifts constantly. 
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In view of this challenge, WFP has 
initiated an augmentation of its targeting 

to gradually reach 2.5 million people by 
April, 1.75 million in February and 2 
million in March- through an additional 
28 national NGO partners. These 

organizations have been chosen on the 
basis of neutrality, capacity and location, 
for which arrangements for the signing of 
Field Level Agreements are presently 

underway. 

Although movement was limited, WFP 
has been able to monitor distribution 

points - including a difficult mission to 
the southern governorate of Dara’a, where access has been restricted for some months. The 
situation is becoming more and more difficult. Shortages of the most basic commodities, fuel, 
medical supplies, power and water, are worsening an already difficult situation. In all points 

monitored, WFP is able to confirm that food assistance badly is needed .  

 

 

WFP efforts to address the 
nutritional deficiencies of 
children living in the most 
risk-averse conditions and 

areas of the country 
continue. As a result 
regular coordination 
meetings with partners 

(Ministry of Health, 
UNICEF, WHO and NGO 
partners), as well as 

preparations to provide 
awareness training to 
health care professionals 
continue, in parallel to the 

distribution plan being 
finalized by the Ministry of 
Health. 

 

 

Jordan 
WFP continued to provide food assistance to 
vulnerable Syrian refugees in Jordan through 
voucher assistance in Jordanian communities 
and General Food Distribution (GFD) of dry food 

rations and UNHCR complementary food 
packages in Al Za’atri camp. WFP reached a 
total of 145,906 beneficiaries during January 

and plans to reach 206,165 beneficiaries during 
February which would be 86 percent of the 
original planning figures.  

Syrians in Jordan 

UNHCR Registered: 221,857 

Under Registration: 50,043 

Total: 271,900 

Government Figure: 300,000 
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Lebanon 
February distributions remain ongoing with over 67,000 
beneficiaries receiving assistance thus far in February; 
98 percent of these beneficiaries received voucher as-
sistance.  Food parcels were distributed to almost 1,600 

vulnerable Syrians awaiting registration.   

Challenges 

The total number of registered refugees is 188,990 with 
an additional 100,989 Syrians awaiting registration for a total of 289,888. During the last week 

alone, the number of Syrian refugees registering with UNHCR increased by 11,000; the number 
of persons awaiting registration increased by 10,000.  The largest caseload of refugees continues 
to be in north Lebanon followed by the Bekaa Valley. However, the additional caseload of refu-

gees awaiting registration is highest in Beirut, Mount Lebanon and South Lebanon.  

UNHCR registrations in these areas exceeded the usual trends this month, registering more than 
7,000 beneficiaries (as opposed to 3,800 for the last cycle); however, there is still a considerable 
backlog to be cleared.   

WFP has also increased the amount of bread distributed daily, through its partner Save the Chil-
dren, in Al Za’atri camp to over 300,000 pieces, to cover the recent influx of new arrivals. WFP is 

constructing a second bread distribution site in order to accommodate the increasing beneficiary 
population and to reduce congestion at distribution points. 

Welcome meals were provided to over 17,600 Syrians crossing the border into Jordan, an aver-

age of nearly 2,300 people per day. These meals are given 
to new arrivals before they join the caseload of registered 
refugees and benefit from the regular assistance package. 

With nearly 60% of the camp being children, WFP has been 
setting up its school feeding programme.  Fortified date bars 
were distributed to 200 randomly sampled students (100 

male and 100 female) from 1st to 11th grades. Students ex-
pressed a high level of appreciation for this mid-morning 
snack. WFP, through its partner Save the Children, will 

begin distributing the date bars on a daily basis to students 
registered at the Bahraini School within the next ten days. 
Challenges 

The massive influx of refugees into Jordan, over 75,000 thus 

far in 2013, has further stretched the humanitarian commu-
nity’s ability to provide assistance. The increasing numbers, 
compounded by difficult security and environmental condi-
tions in Al Za’atri camp, have created challenges, but have 

not impeded WFP’s ability to provide food assistance to the 
growing camp population. As of 18 February, the camp pop-
ulation, reported by UNHCR, is 111,977. WFP will target food 

assistance to this number under the second round of Febru-
ary GFD distributions. UNHCR is planning to conduct a cen-
sus to generate more accurate camp population figures as the unofficial estimate of the popula-
tion currently residing in the camp is considerably less.  

WFP, along with UNHCR and UNICEF, explored a potential location for an additional refugee camp 
in Azraq located one hour east of Amman.  It becomes increasingly urgent to begin preparing for 
a continued influx of Syrian refugees into Jordan. 

 
With current trends it is expected that initial WFP planning figures will be surpassed by early 
March, as opposed to June. 

“We appreciate the food that we get from 

WFP, especially the bread every morning. 

Our lives our difficult right now, but at least 

we don’t have to worry about where our next 

meal comes from.” 

- Fatima and her family, from Dar’a Gov-
ernorate in southern Syria, have spent 
the last two months living in Al Za’atri 
camp.  

Syrians in Lebanon 

UNHCR Registered: 188,990 

Under Registration: 100,989 

Total: 289,888 
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WFP is increasing its targets to take into account 

the current increased refugee caseload whilst 
developing a plan to support the number of 
unregistered refugees. 3,200 additional refugees 
were incorporated into this month’s distribution 

cycle. Furthermore, WFP is also looking into the 
feasibility of shifting from paper vouchers to 
electronic vouchers. 

At the same time, monitoring continues, in order 

to ensure that while support is increased, care is 
paid towards the use of vouchers. During the 
reporting period WFP teams conducted 11 visits 

to shops to understand the different types of food products that are being purchased by Syrian 
refugees.  32 household visits were also conducted, where discussions with refugees themselves, 
enable WFP to ensure that the appropriate assistance is provided to those we serve.   

 

Turkey                                                                 
As of 15 February, WFP in partnership with the Turkish Red Crescent Society (TRC), had provided 

electronic voucher assistance to approximately 23,150 beneficiaries, against a total planned 
figure of 60,000 beneficiaries. This included around 
13,550 beneficiaries in Kilis Camp and 9,600 
beneficiaries in Hatay. The reason for the lower than 

planned level of assistance was due to delays in the 
opening of new camps that have cooking facilities 
installed and can support the programme. WFP is 
preparing for a rapid expansion in March when the 

programme will start in at least three new camps, 
including Osmaniye/Duziçe, Nizip2 and Harran. This 
will increase the caseload by more than 18,800 

beneficiaries. More detailed information on the status of each camp is provided below: 
 
• Harran: The start date proposed for the WFP/TRC Electronic Food Card programme  is now 

1 March, with an expected camp capacity of 10,000 people. Whilst camp cooking facilities 

have been completed, Syrians will continue receiving hot meals until the camp is fully 
populated and the programme begins.  

• Osmaniya/Duziçe: The start date for the WFP/TRC Electronic Food Card programme has 

been set for 15 March, although this is dependent on when the camp can be fully 
populated. There is an ongoing expansion of the current capacity of the camp from 500 to 

750 containers and this will accommodate 3,800 people.  
• Nizip 2: The Electronic Food Card programme will commence once cooking facilities have 

been installed and the camp is fully populated with 5,000 people. In the meantime the 
camp population is receiving hot meals.  

 
In addition to the activities that WFP is undertaking, relating to expansion into new camps, 
efforts are being made to monitor the assistance provided at both the household and retail 
levels.  

As of 14 February, the number of registered Syrians offered protection in Government managed 
camps had increased to 181,659 people. This represents an increase of 3,745 over a 7 day 
period. 

Despite the rapid construction of new camps, the space available in camps is not keeping pace 
with the influx of Syrians seeking protection. UNHCR estimates that there could be 45,000 
Syrians waiting for camp admission on the Syrian side of the border (although these figures 
cannot be confirmed), in addition the Government is providing assistance to thousands of 

Syrians who are living in public shelters in Turkey awaiting admission to new camps.  
 

Syrians in Turkey 

Government Registered: 182,621 

Government Estimate of Syrians Present in 

Country: 282,600 
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Challenges 

The number of Syrian refugees living in urban areas, estimated to be around 100,000 by UNHCR, 

is placing a significant strain on local communities and government services alike. A UNHCR led 
assessment in coordination with other agencies is looking to establish a better understanding of 
the situation of these people.  
A security incident in Hatay, close to the Turkish/ Syrian border, during the past week has 

highlighted the increased need for extra vigilance on the part of WFP staff.  
Operations in Turkey are funded until the end of March. Overall, WFP Turkey requires an 

additional US$22 million for the first 6 months of 2013.                                      

Iraq 
WFP continues to provide assistance to Syrians seeking refuge in Iraq in two refugee camps. 
Domiz Camp in Dahuk governorate and Al Qaim Camp 
in Ninawa governorate.  For the January cycle of 

distributions, which assists beneficiaries until the 
middle of February, 25,660 beneficiaries received 
voucher assistance in the Domiz camp. This enables 
beneficiaries to choose from a variety of products, 

including fresh dairy produce, at selected shops in the 
camp.   

Challenges 

Overcrowding in Domiz Camp continues to be a concern. UNHCR reports there are 30,000 
Syrians residing in the camp while other reports suggest that up to 45,000 refugees are possibly 
residing there. Governorate authorities had indicated from the start of this crisis they could not 
accommodate more than 30,000 refugees in the camp. Furthermore, population movement in 

and out of the camp is making WFP targeting for the voucher assistance challenging.  

There is concern that the arrival of more refugees will put additional strain on the land and 
increase tensions with host populations.   

UNHCR and the Government’s Ministry of Interior are discussing the possibility of building new 

camps in Erbil and Soulimaniyah Governorates.  

 

The latest UNHCR 

figures report 8,894 
refugees in Al-Qaim, Al 
Anbar including almost 
2,000 refugees living 

in urban centers. The 
construction of Camp 
3, in Al-Obaidy near Al 

Qaim, is nearly 
complete and the 
camp is ready to 
a cc ep t  r e fu g ee s. 

However, it is unlikely 
that  refugees will 
move there soon given 
that the border 

remains closed.   

Some Syrians are 
r ep o rt ed  t o  b e 

v o l u n t a r i l y 
repatriating.  

 
 

 

Syrians in Iraq 

UNHCR Registered: 92,523 



 

  WFP’s Response inside Syria and                                                       7 
Regional Refugee Emergency     
11-18 February 2013 

Egypt 
Voucher distributions are taking place this week in the 
Mediterranean port city of Alexandria to 4,000 
vulnerable Syrians.  This is in addition to the 3,000 
Syrians who last week received voucher assistance in 

Damietta in the Nile Delta and the Cairo satellite cities 
of Al-Obour and 6th October City.  This is the first 
round of vouchers provided in Egypt to Syrian refugees.   

Vouchers provide Syrian refugees with US$27 monthly to select food items including fresh dairy 

produce from approved shops.  Given rising food prices and inflation, WFP is exploring the option 
of increasing the value of these vouchers. WFP implemented this round of vouchers directly, as it 
awaits the approval from the Government of Egypt on proposed cooperating partners.  WFP is 

currently employing geographical targeting in the absence of comprehensive socio-economic data 
on Syrian refugees in Egypt, but is working with UNHCR to develop an improved targeting 
mechanism.  

For further information contact: 

Abeer Etefa, Sr. Regional Public Information Officer, 
WFP/Cairo, Mob. +20 0166634352 or E-Mail 
abeer.etefa@wfp.org 

 
 
 

Laure Chadraoui, Public Information Officer Syria 
and Neighbouring Countries, WFP/Beirut,  
Mob. +961 3 489925 (Lebanon), +962 795917987 
(Jordan) or E-Mail laure.chadraoui@wfp.org 
  

Dina El-Kassaby, Reports Officer/Public Information 
Focal Point, WFP/Amman, Mob. +962 798674638 or 
E-Mail dina.elkassaby@wfp.org 

Donors are represented in alphabetical order. 

Syrians in Egypt 

UNHCR Registered: 18,245 


