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Ethiopia:  

Refugee Operation:  

Influx from South Sudan  

Highlights 
•With the new influx of about 15,000 refugees following the 

attack on Nassir in early May, there are currently around 

115,000 South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia who have 

arrived since mid-December 2013. The newly arrived 

refugees are  currently in Burbey, awaiting relocation to the 

camps. 

• Food has been dispatched to Burbey, to assist the 15,000 

new refugees there until they are relocated to the camps. 

High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) have already been distributed, 

while General Food Distributions are expected to start early 

next week. 

•WFP has moved close to 3637 mt of commodities to South 

Sudan through air-drop, road and river transhipment 

operations since the start of the cross-border operation.  

 

Situation Update 
• Since the recent conflict erupted in South Sudan last 

December, an estimated 115,000 refugees  have crossed 
the border into Ethiopia. The large majority (over 90%) 
are women and children who have walked for days to 
reach the border, often without having had the time or the 
possibility to bring along food for the journey. Surviving on 
foliage and roots in the forest, they arrive in Ethiopia in a 
critical nutritional condition.  

 
• The refugees are mostly entering through Akobo Tergole, 

Pagak and now Burbey entry points. As of early May, the 
two newly established camps of Kule and Leitchor are 
hosting 44,500 and 47,000 people respectively and are 
stretched at maximum capacity already. Over 10,000 
people in Akobo,  1,000 in Pagak and between 10,000 and 
15,000 in Burbe are awaiting relocation to the camps.  A 
third camp, Kule 2, is being set up for another 30,000 
people. The humanitarian community has recently revised 
upwards its forecast of South Sudanese refugees expected 
in Ethiopia to 350,000 by the year’s end.  

 

• Relocations from the entry points to the camps are 

ongoing at a rate of between  450 and 1500 people per 
day from Akobo/Burbey and from Pagak to Kule 
respectively. Registration is currently taking place in 
Burbey at the rate of 400/500 people per day. 

 

• Many of the refugees, especially young children, register 

alarmingly high malnutrition rates on arrival to Ethiopia. A 

rapid nutritional screening at Burbey carried out by ACF 

reveals GAM rates of over 25%, and SAM rates of over 7 

percent among the refugee population that has arrived 

over the past few days.  

 

In numbers  

 

115,000 South Sudanese refugees 

arrived since mid December 2013 
 

536,742 refugees in Ethiopia as at 

end April 2014  
 

5,518 Mt dispatched to Gambella 
since December  

3,637 Mt dispatched to South Sudan  

 

Funding Update:  

US$82 million requirements May-

December for the refugee operation 

US$46.6 million shortfall May-

December for the refugee operation 

 

South Sudanese refugees in 

Kule camp/ WFP Photo by 

Melese Awoke/March 2014 



• WFP is providing High Energy Biscuits at the borders, 

nutritional support and General Food Distributions to 
those transferred in camps as well as those at the 
borders when relocation cannot be carried out 
immediately.  

 
 

WFP Response 

Food Assistance  

• WFP is providing High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) at the 

border areas to refugees up on arrival, which is the first 

assistance the refugees receive.  Over the past days, 

WFP has sent 1.2 Mts of HEBs to Burbey, enough to 

feed 13,000 people for three days. Another 20 Mt of 

HEBs are pre-positioned in the main regional town of 

Gambella, allowing WFP to meet the needs of new 

arrivals in the coming days.  
• Two-week general food distribution is expected to start 

at Burbey early next week. The food is already on its 

way. 

• General food distributions are continuing in  Kule and 
Leitchor for all refugees. Distribution has already 
started on a monthly basis in both camps for those 
having finalized the 2nd level registration.  

• Currently 3,706 malnourished under five children are 
admitted to three nutrition programmes (TSFP, OTP 
and SC) in the two camps and at Pagak. Moreover, 
11,604 children 6-59 months of age and, 3,455 
pregnant and lactating mothers are enrolled under 

blanket feeding program in both Leitchor and Kule. 

• For distribution in May, about 1,900 mt of various food 
commodities were dispatched for GFD distribution and 
about 103 mt for nutrition intervention (CSB+, oil and 
sugar) to South Sudanese refugees. 

• For the moment, WFP is able to respond to this sharply 
rising influx of South Sudanese. Current stocks pre-
positioned in the WFP warehouse in Gambella are 
sufficient to feed roughly 12,000 people for one month, 
while additional stocks have been requested for pre-
positioning. In the longer term however, WFP is facing 
shortfalls as early as June in meeting the overall needs 

of more than half a million  refugees across the 
country, including those from South Sudan. 

 

 Logistics 

• WFP has launched a major operation to dispatch 

roughly 25,000 metric tons of food from Ethiopia into 
South Sudan by air (airdrops) and road (trucks) and 
river. 

• Air drop continued to South Sudan from Gambella and 

dropped 1,156.85 mt since the commencement of the 
operation. 

• River transport started to Ullang and dispatched 577 mt 

from Burbey river port. 

• Road transport of food to South Sudan has so far 

moved 1904 mt. 

Partnerships  

• For the current South Sudanese refugee influx 

response, WFP partners with the Government’s refugee 
agency, the Administration for Refugees and Returnees 
Affairs (ARRA), with UNHCR, and with the NGOs ACF 
and GOAL for the nutritional support. 

Resourcing Update  
From May to December 2014 the refugee operation 
requires an estimated US$86 million, including US$3 
million for cash assistance. During this same period, 
shortfalls are currently estimated at US$46.6 million, 
including US$1.5 million for cash distributions. A Budget 
Revision to incorporate the increasing influxes of 
beneficiaries is under preparation. The BR intends to 
increase numbers from the current 496,400 to 623,000 
beneficiaries.  

 

Ethiopia: Refugee Operation 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia 
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WFP Ethiopia Refugee Operation 

 
Project  

Duration  

Planned 

number 

of 

people  

Total  

requiremen

ts May-Dec 

(in US$)  

May-Dec  

Shortfall  

(US$ and 

%) 

People Assisted 

Planned 

(current 

distribution 

cycle) 

Reached 

(current 

distribution 

cycle) 

Refugee Operation 

PRRO 200365 
April 2012– June 2015 496,000 86,211,214 

46,603,054 

or 54% 
496,000* 472,000 

* A budget revision to 

increase plans to 

623,000 beneficiaries 

is underway.  

      

Contacts    
For more information contact WFP Ethiopia’s Donor Relations and Reporting Unit at:  

     E-mail: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org; Delphine.dechaux@wfp.org; or Mishisalla.beyene@wfp.org 

      Tel: +251 115 51 5188 


