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Overview
In Somalia, recurrent climatic shocks such as flooding and drought are 
major drivers for food insecurity, coupled with conflict, insecurity and 
political tension. In 2020, the outbreak of COVID-19 and desert locust 
infestations exacerbated this situation further.

In the face of these challenges, WFP takes a holistic approach to achieving 
Zero Hunger in Somalia: recognizing the interconnected nature of relief 
and resilience to address both short-term and longer-term drivers of 
food insecurity and malnutrition. WFP reached 4.57 million people in 
Somalia across all programmes in 2020, including with USD 98.7 million 
in cash-based transfers and 98,679 mt of in-kind food.

WFP is changing lives by helping communities strengthen their resilience to shocks; 
developing the capacity of national institutions to respond to shocks and sustainably 
address hunger; strengthening food systems; and supporting overnment to implement 
safety nets, school feeding and other social protection programmes. 

This builds on WFP’s work to save lives in Somalia by providing humanitarian food and 
nutrition assistance to those affected by crisis, and – through its United Nations 
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), the WFP-led Logistics Cluster and bilateral service 
provision – by enabling the humanitarian community.

https://www.wfp.org/operations/annual-country-report/?operation_id=SO01&year=2020#/21511Full Report

56% 44%
Women Men4,567,492

People reached in 2020

31,000 living with disabilities

What we do  

In line with the 2019-2021 interim country strategic plan, WFP Somalia has been evolving towards a longer-term 
resilience approach including the provision of social protection and resilience building through safety nets; 
livelihoods and skills development; the promotion of nutrition education; and support for food systems. At the 
same time, WFP has maintained its capacity to respond to recurring crises with in-kind and cash-based food and 
nutrition assistance. 

WFP Somalia responded quickly to the COVID-19 outbreak, modifying some programmes, temporarily suspending 
others and introducing new technology to keep the people we serve as safe as possible. 

As the largest humanitarian and development actor in the area, WFP has comprehensive operational coverage 
with offices and staff in Hirshabelle, Banadir, South West State, Jubaland, Puntland, Galmudug and Somaliland. 

School feeding

268,637
Crisis response
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Nutrition prevention 
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Locust response
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Programme highlights: people supported in 2020
Rural safety nets

438,000



Cash-based 
transfers & food 
distributed in 2020

In-kind food

98,679 mt

Cash-based transfers

USD 98,636,941

Extensive 
footprint: 12 offices
+ one liaison office in Nairobi

Galkayo

Garowe

Bossaso
Berbera

Hargeisa

Beletweyne
Dolow

KismayoDhobley

Dhusamareeb

Mogadishu
Baidoa

Banadir: Mogadishu AO
Galmudug: Galkayo SO, Dhusamareeb SO
Hirshabelle: Beletweyne SO
Jubaland: Dolow AO, Kismayo SO, 
Dhobley logistics hub 
Puntland: Garowe AO, Galkayo SO, 
Bossaso SO
Somaliland: Hargeisa AO, Berbera 
logistics hub
South West: Baidoa SO

AO = area office, SO = sub-office

Livelihood programmes: WFP 
supported participants through 
cash-based transfers in April & May, 
while activities were suspended.  

Mobile money: WFP shifted transfers to mobile 
money: a flexible, contactless solution, available 
even in areas with no banking infrastructure.

WFP e-Shop: introduced home 
delivery, minimizing movement 
and gatherings at retailer outlets.

UNHAS and Logistics Cluster: services 
made available to partners (cost 
recovery basis) for COVID-19 response.

School feeding: 
resumed after schools 
reopened following 
temporary closure.

Equipment and training: WFP provided staff 
and partners with personal protective equipment 
and infection prevention and control training.

COVID-19 
response

Somalia interim country strategic plan 2019-2021

Strategic objective 6: Services to     
aid actors

The humanitarian community is better 
able to reach vulnerable people and 
respond to needs throughout the year.

Strategic objective 4: Strengthened 
food systems

National institutions, private sector actors, 
smallholder farmers and food-insecure 
and nutritionally vulnerable populations 
benefit from more resilient, inclusive and 
nutritious food systems by 2021.

Strategic objective 1: Food access during crisis

Food-insecure and nutrition-insecure people in 
areas affected by natural or human-caused 
disasters have access to adequate and nutritious 
food and specialized nutritious foods that meet 
their basic food and nutrition needs during and in 
the aftermath of shocks.

Strategic objective 2: Most vulnerable 
are resilient 

Food-insecure people in targeted areas are 
better able to withstand shocks and 
stresses throughout the year.

Strategic objective 3: Improved nutrition

Malnourished and food-insecure children; 
adolescent girls; pregnant and lactating women; 
and clients undergoing anti-retroviral therapy or 
directly observed therapy for the treatment of 
tuberculosis, in areas with persistently high rates 
of acute malnutrition, have improved nutritional 
status throughout the year.

Strategic objective 5: Capacity 
strengthening for institutions

National institutions have strengthened 
policies, capacities and systems for 
supporting food-insecure and nutritionally 
vulnerable populations by 2021.

Alignment with 
Sustainable 
Development Goals



For more information please contact: 
Delphine Dechaux, delphine.dechaux@wfp.org
Country Director: Cesar Arroyo
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Partnerships 

Partnerships are vital to the work of WFP Somalia.

WFP works with, and in support of, all levels of government including many line ministries, strengthening the 
capacity of national institutions and implementing a number of government-led programmes (such as safety nets) 
with the ultimate objective of full operational handover. 

A network of 100 cooperating partners further strengthens WFP’s footprint on the ground, including in areas 
where access can be challenging. 

WFP provides logistics support to government and the broader humanitarian community in Somalia and 
regionally. In 2020, UNHAS transported 6,200 passengers and 1,400 mt of cargo to 14 destinations in Somalia, 
particularly critical during the COVID-19 pandemic. WFP’s broader supply chain covers land, sea and air routes 
and warehouse facilities, supporting the storage and delivery of hundreds of thousands of tons of humanitarian 
aid in Somalia and to other countries in the region. WFP leads the Logistics Cluster for Somalia, co-leads the Food 
Security Cluster in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and supports 
the Nutrition Cluster, in addition to other partnerships with sister United Nations agencies.

The work of WFP Somalia is made possible by the generous support of our donor partners, whether for specific 
projects or for our overall operations.

295,769 mt 179,552 mt

 2019 2020

Cargo transported by sea 
into Somalia

149,975 mt 168,215 mt Cargo forwarded to other 
WFP country offices

3,038 mt 3,653 mt Cargo airlifted within 
Somalia (UNHAS & partners)

67,048 mt 95,125 mt Cargo transported by road to 
partners within Somalia
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Our donors

WFP is implementing the World Bank-financed Shock Responsive Safety Net for Human Capital and the Shock 
Responsive Safety Net for Locust Response projects on behalf of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.


