
 

 
 

 

  

     

     

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

389 mt of food assistance distributed  

USD 611,326 cash-based transfers made 

USD 22.3 m six months (April–September 2021) net 

funding requirement 

70,684 people assisted  

in March 2021 

 

 

Operational Context 

Sierra Leone is a low-income country marked by food-deficit 

with 63 percent of Sierra Leoneans estimated to be food 

insecure (June 2020 Food Security Monitoring System survey). 

March 2021 Cadre Harmonisé highlighted alarming results, 

with 1.8 million people estimated to be food insecure during 

the 2021 lean season (June-September). 

Poverty levels are high, with 53 percent of the population living 

below the income poverty line (with less than USD 1.25 per 

day), and the country is still socially and economically 

recovering from the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak which 

ended in 2016. Sierra Leone has been on high alert since the 

resurgence of the EVD in Guinea in January 2021.  The 

Government of Sierra Leone in collaboration with its 

humanitarian and development partners has drafted a 

preparedness action plan in response to an eventual outbreak. 

Since the country registered its first COVID-19 case in March 

2020, cumulative confirmed positive cases stand at 3,970 as of 

the end of March.  About half of the adult population is 

illiterate (44 percent among women) and the country ranks 150 

out of 160 countries assessed on the Gender Inequality Index.  

WFP has been present in the country since 1968, helping to 

tackle food insecurity and malnutrition challenges among 

vulnerable groups. The launch of the Country Strategic Plan 

(CSP 2020 – 2024), in line with the new United Nations 

Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF 

2020-2023), is an opportunity for WFP in Sierra Leone to build 

upon the lessons learned to achieve Zero Hunger.  

 

 

2020 Human Development Index 

ranking: 182 out of 189  

 

Operational Updates  

• WFP in collaboration with partners provided support to 

the National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) in 

conducting an impact and needs assessment, following 

a massive fire that occurred on 24 March in Freetown, 

specifically at Susan’s Bay, which affected about 1,597 

households.  

• WFP assisted more than 560 children aged 6-59 months 

and close to 345 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) 

through moderate acute malnutrition treatment 

interventions, with over 16 mt of specialized nutritious 

food  dispatched to 24 health facilities in Falaba district.  

• Three months food assistance was provided to 500 

beneficiaries in the western area rural district health 

management team in support of the ongoing food 

assistance to households quarantined for COVID-19.  

• In an effort to promote nutrition sensitive agriculture 

and food diversification, WFP distributed vegetable 

seeds to farmer-based organizations supported by WFP 

and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in Kambia, 

Tonkolili, Moyamba, Pujehun and Kenema districts. 

• Meanwhile, harvesting has been completed across all 

WFP-supported inland valley swamp (IVS) sites. Paddy 

stocks aggregated amounted to 167.2 mt, with 111.6 mt 
of processed rice expected. Locally made wheelbarrows 

and mattocks were distributed to all IVS development 

sites to boost the harvesting. 

• Likewise, 25 community youth contractors were selected 

by WFP and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in 

Moyamba, Pujehun, and Kenema districts to be trained 

on IVS development by agricultural engineering 

specialists from the Ministry. 

Monitoring 

• WFP and the Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary 

Education jointly conducted monitoring visits to schools 

in Kenema district to ensure that school feeding 

protocols are being followed.   

• Training on monitoring of school feeding activities was 

provided to 40 school feeding regional coordinators 

and monitors from the national school secretariat 

during a staff induction workshop organised by the 

Ministry of Education in Bo City. 
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Chronic malnutrition: 31% of children 

between 6-59 months 

 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Contact info: Francis Boima (francis.boima@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Steve Nsubuga  

Further information:  www.wfp.org/countries/sierra-leone 

Main Photo: Credit: WFP/Francis Boima 

Caption: Distribution of specialized nutritious foods in Senehun. 

 

Population: 8.1 million 

60% 40% 
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• WFP in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Community Stakeholders monitored and assessed 

activity progress in 31 IVS development sites in the 

districts of Moyamba and Pujehun. 

• The nutrition unit in collaboration with Irish Aid 

conducted a joint monitoring visit of six community 

health centres in Moyamba, Bo and Kailahun districts. 

• Post distribution monitoring data collection exercise 

was conducted for the emergency response activity in 

six districts targeting beneficiary households that 

received in-kind and cash-based transfers from WFP. 

Challenges  

• Food deliveries to Government-funded schools were 

temporarily suspended due to the unavailability of 

certain food commodities such as rice and vegetable oil 

due to delays in shipment and funding shortfalls. 

Resourcing and Pipeline  

• WFP in Sierra Leone urgently requires USD 22.3 million 

for the next six months up to September 2021. Stunting 

prevention activity is the hardest hit with no funding 

forecast up to now. 

Partnerships 

• WFP signed addenda to the agreement with the district 

agriculture offices for the implementation of livelihood 

activities. 

• WFP sponsored the development of the National 

School Feeding Policy’s implementation plan. The 

process led by a national consultant included dialogue 

with the Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary 

Education and partners including Catholic Relief 

Service, Joint Aid Management and Plan International.  

• WFP provided support to the NDMA for registration 

and analysis of beneficiary data while responding to the 

Susan’s Bay fire incident. 

• WFP’s global Logistics Cluster is supporting the NDMA 

to boost logistics coordination, collaboration and 

sharing of knowledge and best practices in Sierra 

Leone.  

• WFP provided and installed essential teleconferencing 

equipment to all the 16 districts in Sierra Leone to 

enhance the emergency operations centres’ internal 

operations at district level as well as improve 

communication among the districts. 

Donors 

Top donors to WFP Sierra Leone Country Strategic Plan 

2020-2024 include China, Ireland, Japan, Republic of Sierra 

Leone, Russia and the USA. 

 

WFP Country Strategy 
                     

Country Strategic Plan (2020-2024) 
2021 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

2021 Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

43.2 m 6.5 m 22.3 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected populations in Sierra Leone are able to 

meet their basic food and nutrition needs during and in the aftermath of crises. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

1. Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected households 

and support their recovery needs. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic outcome 2: Primary school children in targeted areas have access to 

adequate and nutritious food throughout the year. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

2. Provide nutritious school feeding to primary school children and 

support the implementation of an integrated school feeding 

programme. 

3. Provide assistance to the Government-led national school feeding 

programme. 

Strategic Result 2: No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic outcome 3: Nutritionally vulnerable populations in targeted districts 

– including children, pregnant and lactating women and girls and adolescents – 

have improved nutritional status in line with national targets by 2025. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

4. Provide comprehensive malnutrition prevention support, including 

complementary food and nutrition messaging, while strengthening 

the capacity of peripheral health units and staff on health and 

nutrition 

Strategic Result 3: Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition 

Strategic outcome 4: Smallholder farmers and communities in targeted areas 

have resilient livelihoods that better meet their food security and nutrition 

needs by 2030. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

5. Provide integrated resilience‑building support to smallholder 

farmers, including farmers’ organizations and women’s groups. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacity to implement 

the SDGs 

Strategic outcome 5: National and subnational institutions have strengthened 

capacities to manage food security and nutrition programmes by 2024. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

6. Provide support to strengthen Government capacity in food 

security and nutrition - including in disaster management and 

response, school feeding and nutrition. 

Strategic Result 8: Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts  

Strategic outcome 6: Humanitarian and development partners have access to 

common services throughout the year 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

7. Provide supply chain and ICT services to humanitarian and development 

partners 


