
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

181.970 mt of food assistance distributed 

USD 697,582 cash-based transfers made 

USD 7.05 million six months (July- December 

2021) net funding requirements, representing 30 

percent of total requirements. 

213,829 people assisted people assisted  

in June 
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Operational Context 

A small, landlocked country with a population of 12.1 million people 

growing at 2.4 percent annually, Rwanda is one of the most densely 

populated countries in Africa. Since the 1994 genocide, the 

Government of Rwanda has recorded significant achievements in 

poverty reduction, gender equality, environmental sustainability, 

education and public health, in line with the Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

However, 38.2 percent of the population continues to live below the 

poverty line and almost one fifth is food insecure. Levels of stunting 

among young children remain very high (33 percent according to the 

2019-2020 Rwanda Demographic and Health Survey).  Agriculture is 

the backbone of the economy, with 89 percent of rural households 

practising small-scale farming. Poor rainfall, drought, floods and the 

limited amount of land that is suitable for agriculture, alongside pests 

and diseases, continue to pose risks to food security. 

Moreover, according to UNHCR data, as of 30 June 2021 Rwanda hosts 

127,626 refugees and asylum-seekers, primarily from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and Burundi. Many refugees have been in the 

country for decades and rely almost completely on WFP food 

assistance. The “forgotten crises” in neighbouring countries, where 

protracted volatility is exacerbated by political instability, may lead to 

the further arrival of refugees in the coming years.  

 

Operational Updates 
Refugee Assistance: In June, WFP provided food and nutrition 

assistance to 117,649 people, reaching 69,217 Congolese refugees, 

40,112 Burundian refugees and 62 returnees. WFP also provided school 

meals to 44,600 children, including 8,325 children from the host 

communities attending the same schools as refugee children. 

 

Due to funding constraints, WFP continued to provide reduced rations: 

refugees classified as highly vulnerable (82 percent of all refugees) 

received a food ration equivalent to 92 percent of the food basket 

instead of the 100 percent recommended, while  refugees classified as 

moderately vulnerable (9 percent of refugees) received 46 percent 

rations instead of the 50 percent recommended ration. Should 

additional funding be received, WFP will be able to increase the ration 

size to the recommended percentage accordingly. 

 

Along with the roll-out of the targeting initiative, which supports the 

transition from blanket assistance to all refugees towards a needs-based 

assistance for general food, WFP, in consultation with partners is making 

efforts to find funding for potential resilient livelihood assistance 

activities towards building refugees’ self-resilience in line with the 

Government’s strategy for socio-economic inclusion of refugees.  

 

Voluntary Repatriation: As of 30 June, 27,488 Burundian refugees have 

voluntarily repatriated. WFP supported repatriating refugees in transit 

centers with hot meals before departure and with high energy biscuits 

to support them on the journey to their country of origin. 

 

COVID 19: As of 30 June, 695 COVID-19 positive cases were confirmed 

among the refugee population, of whom 579 patients have been 

discharged. There are 109 active cases while 7 deaths were recorded. 

Due to the increase in numbers of COVID-19 positive cases among the 

refugee population, the Nyamagabe District re-opened a COVID-19 

treatment centre for refugees from Kigeme and Mugombwa camps. The 

centre currently hosts 45 patients and WFP is providing food assistance 

to refugees under treatment. 

 

Social Protection: WFP provided cash-based transfers (CBT) to 8,930 

farmers through its food for assets sustainable Market Alliance and 

Assets creation for Resilient Communication and Gender 

Transformation (SMART) project.  

 

Home-Grown School Feeding (HGSF): In June, WFP provided daily 

meals to 78,250 primary students (49 percent female and 51 percent 

male).  

The Global School Meals Coalition brings together governments, United 

Nations agencies, civil society members, the private sector and 

academia. This coalition will drive actions which can establish, improve 

and scale-up school feeding programs in high, middle, and low-income 

countries around the world.  

 

Contact info: Emily Fredenberg (emilyjean.fredenberg@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Edith Heines 

Photo caption: 9-year-old Belyse enjoying a meal provided at school through WFP home grown school 

feeding programme. Photo: ©WFP/Arete/ Fredrik Lerneryd 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 38 percent of        

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 12.1 million 

Income Level: Low 

2020 Human Development Index: 160 

out of 189 

51% 49% 
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districts. The objective was to review the new training materials for 

cooks and food storage developed by WFP in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Education based on the approved School Feeding 

Operational Guidelines. These training materials will first be piloted in 

WFP supported schools after a validation workshop to be held in July 

2021. 

 

Nutrition: WFP as a member of the Rwanda Standards Board Technical 

Committee for Milk and Milk Products chaired a technical committee 

meeting to review the specification for goat cheese, ensuring 

manufacturers adhere to strict food processing and safety 

requirements to protect public health. The committee draft of the 

specification will undergo a review by national stakeholders in the 

coming months prior to its finalisation.  

 

HIV: Findings from the 2020 HIV-related stigma and discrimination 

index (SDI) survey among refugees in Rwanda showed a low SDI, 

However self-stigmatisation was high and could have negative 

consequences on adherence to anti-retroviral therapy. Based on this, 

nutrition and health partners in refugee camps have developed 

activities to address HIV stigma and discrimination among refugees. 

Proposed activities to be conducted include development of posters 

and organising awareness activities. 

 

Smallholder Agricultural Market Support: WFP has signed a new 

partnership with the Inter-Church Organisation for Development 

Cooperation (ICCO) to strengthen smallholder farmers’ access to 

finance through capacity building on saving groups, linkage to financial 

institutions and knowledge management products development.  
For the 2021A season, WFP-supported farmer organizations sold 

approximately 15,000 mt of maize and beans to formal buyers at a 

value above USD 3 million.  

Monitoring 

Market monitoring inside and around refugee camps: WFP monthly 

food price monitoring in and around refugee camps indicated that the 

average price of the food basket in June 2021 was slightly higher (6,698 

RWF / USD 6.65) compared to May 2021 (6,583 RWF/USD 6.5) and 6 

percent lower than in June 2020.  Prices for vegetable oil, salt and maize 

grain stabilized, while dry bean prices increased on average by 7 

percent across all camps. 

Challenges 
WFP requires a total of USD 7.05 million for the next six months 

(July-December 2021) representing 30 percent of the total funding 

requirement for 2021 planned activities. Of this, USD 4.13 million is 

urgently required to reinstate full humanitarian food and nutrition 

assistance to refugees, bearing in mind the new targeting mechanism.   

 

Story 
Learn more about how WFP is empowering women through resilient 

livelihoods in rural Rwanda here. 

Donors (in alphabetical order): Canada, EEC INTPA, ECHO, GFFO, Japan, 

KOICA, MasterCard, New Zealand, NORAD, Sweden, Switzerland, UN 

Common Funds and Agencies (excluding UN CERF), USAID, & USDA.  

 

 

 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2023) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

250.6 m 101.0 m 7.05 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees, returnees and other crisis affected population in 

Rwanda have access to adequate and nutritious food at all times. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

 Provide food and nutrition assistance and basic livelihood support to 

refugees and returnees. 

 Provide food or cash, nutrition support and other assistance to local 

Rwandan populations in need of assistance, including through provision of 

WFP services to the Government of Rwanda and humanitarian agencies.  

Strategic Result 2:  Access to Food 

Strategic Outcome #: Vulnerable populations in food-insecure communities/areas 

have improved access to adequate and nutritious food all year. 

 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

 Support the design, implementation, and scale up of national food 

security and nutrition sensitive social protection programmes. 

 

Strategic Result 3:  End Malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children under 5, adolescents, and pregnant, nursing 

women/girls in Rwanda have improved access to nutritious foods and services 

to meet their nutritional needs all year. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

 Provide capacity strengthening support to national programmes that 

improve the nutrition status of targeted populations. 

 

Strategic Result 4:  Smallholder Productivity & Incomes 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers, especially women, have increased 

marketable surplus and can safely access agricultural markets through efficient 

supply chains by 2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

 Provide support, education, and capacity strengthening services for 

smallholder farmers and value chain actors. 

Strategic Result 5:  Global partnerships 

Strategic Outcome 5: The Government of Rwanda and the humanitarian 

community is provided with adequate, timely, cost-efficient and agile supply 

chain services and expertise necessary to effectively respond to emergency 

crisis. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

 Deliver supply chain services and expertise to enable all partners to provide 

assistance to affected population. 

 

 

A formal launch of the coalition is planned to take place at the United 

Nations Food Systems Summit in September 2021. 

 

WFP facilitated a workshop for 31 stakeholders representing 7 

government institutions, 9 development partners and 15 schools and 

https://medium.com/world-food-programme-insight/empowering-women-through-resilient-livelihoods-in-rural-rwanda-f8b53a9e26dc
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

