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Highlights 

• As of end of October, the West Africa region has reported 

close to 218,000 confirmed COVID-19 cases, of which 

203,000 cases are recovered and 3,400 deaths are reported. 

On average, the increase has slowed down compared to the 

earlier phase of the pandemic. 

• In response to socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 and 

other compounding risks in West Africa, WFP significantly 

scaled up its operations in the region. To date in 2020, 18 

budget revisions were approved, including 12 COVID 

related ones, to increase WFP’s capacity to respond to 

increasing needs. As such, the 2020 needs-based plan 

budget increased by 20 percent since January, to USD 1.85 

billion in October. The current allocated resources cover 77 

percent of the needs, but the needs still stand high, with net 

funding requirements of USD 563 million from November 

2020-April 2021.  

• Schools have gradually reopened in most countries in the 

region, to either complete the 2019/2020 academic year 

disrupted by the COVID pandemic, or to start the new 

2020/2021 academic year despite delays met. WFP and 

partners supported national efforts throughout this 

process. Moreover, WFP continues to complement national 

COVID-19 responses, by providing critical food and 

nutrition assistance to affected populations, and supply 

chain services to government and humanitarian partners. In 

addition to ongoing COVID-19 related food and nutrition 

assistance in Central African Republic, Chad, Guinea, 

Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and 

Senegal among others, WFP is also planning to roll out 

cash-based transfers (CBTs) in Cameroon, Ghana, The 

Gambia and Sierra Leone, and potentially in Togo. In the 

latter, CBTs are being considered in addition to in-kind food 

which will be provided under the Limited Emergency 

Operation.  

Regional Overview 

• The number of COVID-19 cases in the Regional Bureau of 

Dakar (RBD) region1 continued to rise, though on average a 

downward trend in the number of new cases and decrease 

                                                 
1 Countries covered by RBD (19) include: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 

Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra 

Leone, The Gambia, and Togo.  

in active cases are noted. By the end of October, the region 

had close to 218,000 confirmed cases and 3,400 deaths 

reported,2 an increase of 18 and 14 percent respectively 

since the last regional external situation report (#4). 

Nonetheless, the number of active cases significantly 

decreased (by 60 percent) during this period, as the number 

of recovered cases increased.  

• Out of the 19 countries in RBD region, 13 have recorded a 

decrease in the number of active COVID-19 cases during 

this period, with most pronounced decreases in Senegal (-

14 percent), Côte d’Ivoire (-85 percent) and Liberia (-83 

percent) respectively.  

• States of public emergency due to COVID-19 are now 

lifted in all countries of the region. As such, restriction 

measures were further relaxed, including curfews and 

mandatory confinement, and markets closed due to COVID-

19 are reopening. In Chad however, curfews remain in 

several provinces, including the capital city of N’Djamena. 

Earlier curfews are enforced in the provinces of Mayo-

Kebbi-Ouest and Moyen Chari, due to the increasing 

number of cases in the South of Chad. While air borders 

have reopened partially or fully in all countries in the region, 

land and sea borders remain closed or restricted in most. 

• The security situation remains extremely volatile in several 

countries of the region, including the Central Sahel, the 

Central African Republic (CAR), Cameroon and Nigeria, with 

incidents of non-state armed groups (NSAGs) targeting 

civilians, internally displaced persons (IDPs), humanitarian 

workers and convoys, which continue to threaten the 

continuity of WFP’s operations.  

• During the month of October, major security incidents 

reported in the region include the attack on a convoy 

transporting 46 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 

Burkina Faso leaving at least 25 casualties; a fatal attack in 

a school in the South-West region of Cameroon, which 

killed at least eight children and injured over a dozen others; 

and violent clashes between rival groups in CAR (Batangafo 

town), which caused the displacement of 45,000 IDPs. In 

Nigeria, continued nationwide #EndSARS protests killed at 

least 69 people as of October.  

• Meanwhile, election-related unrest continued in Guinea and 

Côte d’Ivoire, where presidential elections took place on 18 

and 31 October respectively. Dozens of people were killed 

in both countries before, during and after the elections and 

in Côte d’Ivoire, planned WFP food distributions had to be 

2 Source: COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and 

Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University 

Collins, a student in Ghana supported through the national 

school feeding programme. WFP/Ghana 
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WFP is promoting local food production in the commune of 

Nossombougou in Mali, in support of the school feeding 

programme. WFP/Mali 

 

temporarily suspended due to the deteriorating security 

situation, while in Guinea, WFP’s operations were not 

affected, but non-essential missions in the fields were 

cancelled. Monitoring of the situation continues.  

• As of 30 October, the Note Verbale issued by the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs in Niger on 2 September was still in force, 

imposing military escorts to international organisations’ 

travels outside city limits throughout the country. Together 

with partners, WFP continues to advocate humanitarian 

access, which is now impacting all its operations beyond 

insecure areas, including areas targeted by development 

and resilience operations. Access constraints are also 

increasing in Mali, on Bandiagara-Bankass axis and also in 

Segou region.   

• The rainy season continues to impact some countries in the 

region, exacerbating hardships caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. In CAR, flooding after torrential rains damaged 

two IDP sites in Birao in the North-East, while in Guinea 

Bissau, damages to crops caused by floods and strong 

winds is expected to negatively affect agricultural 

production in the main affected areas. 

 

 

 

Monitoring of food security situation 
• The Cadre Harmonisé analyses for food and nutrition 

situation is ongoing in the region. Following data collection, 

data analysis was completed in October in coastal countries 

and in Nigeria. Data analysis is upcoming in Sahelian 

countries in November.  

• The recently published joint WFP-IOM migration and 

hunger report highlighted that COVID-19 has had serious 

implications for both migrants and displaced populations in 

West and Central Africa, a region where IDPs are already 

highly vulnerable. Containment measures have limited 

movements in and out of internal displacement camp sites, 

interrupting livelihoods and access to services. Meanwhile, 

migrants found themselves in precarious living conditions, 

without proper housing or access to basic services. Seasonal 

workers, representing 66 percent of West and Central Africa 

intraregional migrants could no longer pursue their 

seasonal livelihood activities (mining, fishing, transhumant 

herding and other agricultural activities such as picking 

fruits and nuts) because of border closures. 

• Technical support is also being provided in the region in 

                                                 
3 RBD Funding Outlook 27 October-2 November 2020 
4 RBD net funding requirement extraction report as of 27 October 2020 
5 Budget revision status as of 15 October 2020.  

support of national food security assessments. In The 

Gambia, WFP continues to support the Government in 

conducting an urban vulnerability assessment survey using 

the minimum expenditure basket approach. This 

assessment is critical to support cash-based programming 

in the urban areas of the country. In Mali, the second round 

of the National Food Security and Nutrition Survey (ENSAN) 

started mid-September continued onto October, and WFP 

is providing technical and financial support to this survey. 

Resource Mobilization and Partnerships 

• The situation in the region remains critical due to the 

growing needs, as the security context and political stability 

continue to deteriorate in many areas, exacerbated by 

recurrent climate-related shocks and impacts of COVID-19 

on income-generating opportunities, and food and 

nutrition security. For the entire 2020, the total needs-

based plan of the region as of October amounted to USD 

1.85 billion, an increase of 20 percent since the start of 2020 

(January). The current allocated resources cover 77 percent 

of the needs, 3  while the six months net funding 

requirements (NFRs) from November 2020 to April 2021 are 

USD 563 million.4 Approximately 80 percent of needs in this 

period are for critical crisis response, followed by resilience 

building and root causes activities. 

• Budget revisions to the country strategic plans (CSPs) and 

interim country strategic plans (ICSPs) were approved, since 

the last regional COVID-19 sitrep (August 2020), in Benin 

and Cameroon. For the 18 budget revisions that were 

approved to date5 in 2020, 12 are COVID related, with 

Ghana, Liberia, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal and Sierra 

Leone introducing new crisis response strategic outcomes 

to support their pandemic response. The total budgetary 

increase to the CSPs/ICSPs is USD 1 billion, while the total 

direct beneficiary increase is 5.2 million people. Additional 

budget revisions are upcoming or are still under 

revision/review in eight country offices.6  

• As countries in the region are reopening schools, WFP is 

supporting gradual resumption of school feeding 

activities. However, several country offices are facing critical 

funding gaps to implement at scale planned school feeding 

activities. A Joint Statement by UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO and 

WFP was launched on 30 October, advocating for 

investment in school health and nutrition in national, 

regional and global COVID-19 recovery plans. In Liberia, 

due to funding constraints, only half of the planned number 

of school children are expected to receive take-home 

rations in the last quarter of 2020, while without additional 

resources, the assistance to around 90,000 schoolchildren 

in Nimba and Maryland counties will stop. In CAR as well, 

emergency school feeding and regular school feeding 

activities are among the most affected operations. 

 

WFP Operations 

• Schools have gradually reopened in several countries in the 

region, including in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, 

6 Budget revisions are ongoing (under review/revision) in Mali (BR3), Niger (BR2) 

and Sierra Leone (BR3), while they are upcoming in Burkina Faso (BR5), Côte 

d’Ivoire (BR1), Guinea Bissau (BR1), Mauritania (BR2) and Nigeria (BR2). 
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Guinea Bissau, Mali, Liberia, Mauritania, Niger, Sao Tome 

and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone and The Gambia, to 

either complete the 2019/2020 academic year disrupted by 

the COVID pandemic, or to start the new 2020/2021 

academic year despite delays met. WFP and partners 

supported national efforts throughout this process and in 

reinforcing prevention measures, by providing COVID-19 

protective hygiene materials/kits in schools.  

• The pandemic highlighted once again the importance and 

benefits of local sourcing. COVID-19 border disruptions 

impacted and continue to impact various stages of food 

value chains, from input supply and production, to food 

distribution and consumption. WFP therefore continues to 

promote home-grown school feeding (HGSF) in the 

region.  

• In Cameroon, discussions are ongoing to initiate a pilot 

HGSF in the Far North, while in Togo, in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Agriculture and FAO, WFP will start a pilot 

project of school gardens in five out of 10 primary 

community schools to diversify school meals, and to serve 

as a basis for the HGSF model that will help inform the 

national programme moving forward. In Nigeria as well, the 

Government has requested WFP’s technical support in 

redesigning the national HGSF programme. Lastly, the 

Centre of Excellence Against Hunger and Malnutrition in 

West and Central Africa and WFP in Chad have recently 

completed a HGSF landscape mapping in the region, 

coupled with recommendations for a HGSF strategy in Chad.  

• Food and nutrition assistance to cope with the impact 

of COVID-19 and rising food insecurity continued to be 

provided to IDPs, returnees, refugees, shock-affected 

populations and populations affected by or vulnerable to 

COVID-19 in the region. In CAR, cash-based transfers (CBTs) 

to COVID-19 patients was extended to Berberati and Bouar 

in October. In Chad 7 , Guinea and Sierra Leone, food 

assistance to people affected by or vulnerable to the socio-

economic effects of COVID-19 is ongoing in both rural and 

urban areas. In Côte d’Ivoire, the last phase of cash 

assistance has been completed in collaboration with 

UNAIDS to 1,328 households or 8,000 people who have 

been negatively impacted by the health pandemic, 

including people living with HIV (PLHIV) and key 

populations. 

• In Senegal, the national emergency plan for food security 

(PUSA) launched in July by the Government, WFP and 

partners has reached by October 79 percent of targeted 

beneficiaries through digital CBTs. In Liberia as well, WFP 

continues to support the large-scale Government’s COVID-

19 household food support programme started in late May, 

by distributing 30 days food ration to up to 2.5 million 

vulnerable and food insecure people and frontline workers.  

• In Niger, as part of the Government-led COVID-19 

response, WFP is supporting the scale up of the national 

adaptative social protection (ASP) programme 8 , which 

provides cash assistance to households affected by the 

socio-economic impact of COVID-19. The ASP response in 

urban areas of Tahoua was completed in October, with 

more than 8,700 households (60,000 beneficiaries) reached. 

                                                 
7 As part of the National Response Plan for food security during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Funded by the World Bank and the US BHA, the response in Chad 

targets 433,000 people per cycle across eight provinces. 
8 The global ASP response in the country, in partnership with the Government, 

Preparations for the extension in rural areas is underway. 

• Recently launched COVID-19 related food and nutrition 

assistance programs in the region include those in Guinea 

Bissau, Nigeria and The Gambia. As part of the WFP-UNICEF 

joint social protection programme launched in September 

in Guinea Bissau to mitigate the socioeconomic impact of 

COVID-19, 1,011 households out of 1,500 targeted were 

reached in October. In Nigeria, distribution of in-kind food 

and cash assistance as part of the urban response targeting 

Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Lagos and Kano kicked-off 

on 5 October (in Kano). In The Gambia, WFP rolled out CBTs 

in partnership with the Government, and plans to assist 

5,355 households (42,840 individuals) affected by the 

impact of COVID-19 in urban regions, complementing the 

World Bank-supported Government’s social safety net cash 

transfer programme which focuses in rural regions.  

 

• Preparations are also ongoing for upcoming food 

assistance responses to COVID-19 and include: the 

second phase of the RESIGUI project in Guinea in response 

to the lean season and socio-economic impacts of COVID-

19 (this phase will focus on strengthening resilience of 

targeted communities with FFA and SAMS activities); the 

three-months emergency CBTs to over 51,000 beneficiaries 

in Sierra Leone; CBTs to COVID-19 affected people in 

epicentres in Ghana in collaboration with the Government; 

emergency humanitarian assistance in response to COVID-

19 in six regions in Cameroon, in collaboration with WHO, 

UNICEF, UNFPA and the Ministry of Public Health. The latter 

project plans to provide food assistance to affected people, 

including patients and quarantined households, and 

support operations and logistics. 

• In Togo, preparations to launch the limited emergency 

operation (LEO) which plans to provide food and nutrition 

assistance to targeted 252,000 people over an initial period 

of three months are ongoing. In-kind distributions are 

planned to start early December, while CBTs are being 

considered as a possible approach according to market 

conditions and access. The LEO will be in direct support to 

school children and families who have formerly benefitted 

World Bank, and UNICEF is expected to reach a total of 672,000 beneficiaries in 

urban and rural areas.   

Residents of the village of Gvava building a fence to protect 

their crops. WFP/Mauritania 

 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/covid-19-situation-reports


 

Contact info: RBD OIM and Reporting (rbd.oimreporting@wfp.org) 

Regional Director: Chris Nikoi 

Further information: https://www.wfp.org/publications/covid-19-situation-reports 

Page | 4 

from the Government-led national school feeding 

programme as well as members of PLHIV families, and 

families of persons who are mostly affected by COVID-19.  

• Other activities, previously impacted by the pandemic, 

such as resilience strengthening activities, have resumed 

in most country offices. Flood response is also ongoing 

in several countries of the region, following recent heavy 

rains, including in CAR, Chad, Guinea Bissau, Mali and Niger. 

Meanwhile, food fortification initiatives are being initiated 

or scaled up as part of nutrition interventions, in Ghana, 

Senegal and The Gambia, among others. 

Service Provision  

• WFP continues to provide on-demand critical supply 

chain services to host Governments and partners, while 

WFP’s air passenger services are now interrupted in all 

countries of the region, as commercial flights have 

resumed. In Sierra Leone, WFP provided tents and 

mobile storage units for the border COVID-19 health 

screening simulation organized by the Government, 

WHO, Mano River Union, International Organization for 

Migration and UNDP ahead of the reopening of the land 

border. In The Gambia, WFP is supporting the renovation 

of the Ministry of Health’s Central Medical Stores.   

• The United Nations Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) 

which was granted permission to fly in Burkina Faso 

recently has already undertaken flights in the country, 

while UNHAS services resumed on 1 October between 

Chad and Cameroon.  

 

Latest regional situation reports 

WFP Regional Bureau for West Africa COVID-19 Situation Reports: 
#1 (28 May 2020) | #2 (30 June 2020) | #3 (5 August 2020) | #4 
(August 2020). 
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