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As of 4 October, there were 1,744,995 reported cases of COVID-19 within the countries where WFP 
is active in the region. There has been a 15 percent increase in cases over the last two weeks (20 
September – 4 October) and a 32 percent increase in cases over the last month (6 September –  
4 October). 

With the lifting of lockdowns and easing of public health measures, several countries in the region 
are facing an upsurge in COVID-19 cases, including Tunisia, Palestine, Libya, Turkey and Jordan.

A total of USD 1.7 billion is required to maintain WFP activities in the region for the next six months 
(October 2020 to March 2021). This represents 66 percent of the total requirements for the same 
period (of USD 2.7 billion).

HIGHLIGHTS
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WFP continues to extend its support to host governments through national safety net programme assisting the most 
vulnerable individuals. In Lebanon, due to the triple shock of the economic crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Beirut Port explosion, WFP is aiming to help 270,000 people through a key Lebanese social assistance programme. 
WFP currently supports 15,000 families who benefit from the Ministry of Social Affair’s (MoSA) National Poverty 
Targeting Programme (NPTP) and will increase its scope to reach an additional 35,000 families by the end of 2020. 
Through this programme, WFP provides a monthly cash assistance through e-cards, which families can redeem at 
any of the 460 WFP-contracted shops in Lebanon. 

Social Protection

WFP RESPONSE

Cash-based transfers (CBT) remain a key assistance mechanism in adjusting or expanding WFP’s activities in response 
to COVID-19. In Palestine, all shops participating in the CBT programme across the Gaza strip are operational despite 
the movement restrictions. WFP sensitized the shops through telephone calls and SMS messages on the need to 
follow strict precautionary measures, including crowd management and use of personal protective equipment. The 
compliance of shops owners is followed up through WFP’s monitoring at the shop level. Moreover, WFP Jordan is 
exploring the possibility to deliver food parcels through CBT retailers in camps to the beneficiaries who are quarantined 
due to COVID-19.

Cash-based Transfers 

Nutrition support is ongoing throughout the region. In Algeria, 
treatment and prevention of moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM) through the distribution of specialized nutritious food 
to children 06-59 months and pregnant and lactating women 
and girls continues as planned. Moreover, in Egypt, WFP 
continues collaborating with the Ministry of Social Solidarity 
(MoSS) to support about 40,000 children under two years of 
age with an unconditional monthly cash top up of EGP 200 
to the ‘Takaful & Karama’ national social protection system. 
WFP and MoSS have established a monitoring and follow-up 
plan to jointly address challenges faced during the process 
and increase the redemption rate. 

Nutrition

Livelihood and resilience activities in response to COVID-19 
across the region continue to be implemented and further 
expanded. In response to the COVID-19 crisis in Iraq, WFP 
started implementing emergency cash-for-work projects 
during August. These projects have now reached all targeted 
locations in urban and peri-urban areas of Baghdad, Basra, 
Mosul and Wassit. The activities include clearing public parks 
and squares, renovating schools, planting trees, cleaning 
drains, painting sidewalks, recycling and more, while ensuring 
precautionary measures are in place to protect individuals. 
The aim of these activities is providing short-term support to 
nearly 67,000 people whose lives and livelihoods have been 
negatively affected by the pandemic.

Livelihood Programmes

Sultan, 1 year and 9 months old, suffers from moderate 
malnutrition and receives nutrition supplies (Plumpy Sup) at a 
WFP-supported health clinic in Amant Al Asmiah, Yemen.

WFP/Mohammed Awadh

WFP Regional Bureau Cairo External COVID-19 Situation Report #16
10 September – 24 September  
Date of Issue: 7 October

https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-assist-50000-crisis-hit-lebanese-families-national-safety-net-programme


Supply chain activities have continued minimizing the impacts on WFP operations in the region through preparedness 
and mitigation measures. In north-eastern Syria, despite a full lockdown imposed on the Phase 7-section of Al-Hol 
camp (Al-Hasakeh governorate), WFP was able to continue distributions. Moreover, in Kyrgyzstan, procurement of 
personal protective equipment is ongoing for use during food distribution in the fourth quarter of 2020 and first 
quarter of 2021 to ensure the safety of all individuals involved.

Supply Chain

In Ghasouleh, Rural Damascus, Syria, warehouse staff package 
each commodity. 

WFP/Hussam Al Saleh

Boxes containing mostly personal protective equipment (PPE) are seen at 
a cargo facility in Sana’a Airport, Yemen.

WFP/Ebrahim Al Rawni

School feeding activities are commencing in areas where schools have returned to in-person teaching. In Iran, some 
schools in refugee settlements have fully re-opened, while others operate with reduced teaching hours. Other schools 
located in ‘red zone’ provinces with a high prevalence of COVID-19 are continuing with remote e-learning. Schools that 
have fully re-opened have been advised by WFP to carry out the distribution of school snacks daily while observing 
physical distancing and a full array of hygiene protocols. Schools with reduced teaching hours should distribute every 
other day for three days a week, while students in schools that are still closed are to receive full take-home rations 
on a weekly basis.

School Feeding
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Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) activities relating to the food security situation in the region show a 
continued impact of COVID-19 on the most vulnerable populations. The latest regional VAM analysis highlights the 
pandemic’s impact in deepening pre-existing inequalities, exposing vulnerabilities of women’s livelihoods, food 
security, healthcare and security. An additional 14.3 million people are expected to fall below the poverty line in the 
Arab Middle-Income Countries (MICs) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs), and an additional 1.9 million people will 
become undernourished, according to VAM. Although the lockdown has been lifted in several countries, unemployment 
is on the rise in female-dominated sectors such as childcare, domestic work, retail, and service. Unemployment is 
forecasted to rise sharply in 2021 in the region, especially in Jordan (20.5 percent) and Iran (14.4 percent). 

Vulnerability Analysis & Mapping

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/impact-covid-19-middle-east-north-africa-central-asia-and-eastern-europe-update-5
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The region’s total requirements for the next six months (October 2020 to March 2021) amount to USD 2.7 billion, with 
a funding gap of USD 1.7 billion. Countries with the highest level of funding needs are Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Sudan, Egypt and Palestine. Timely and predictable contributions remain critical to ensure continued assistance to 
the most vulnerable people across the region.

FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS

In Sudan, a WFP security officer is checking refugees’ temperature as a precautionary measure.

WFP/Chika Ohashi

UN agencies continue partnering for a joint response to the COVID-19 crisis. In Libya, WFP and UNHCR are expanding 
their partnership to reach more refugees and asylum seekers as food needs rise. The UN agencies are providing 
emergency food assistance in response to the severe socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
country as well as the effects of the ongoing conflict. The locally produced, ready-to-eat emergency food packages 
do not require any cooking, which helps people at a time when cooking fuel prices are soaring.

INTERAGENCY COORDINATION

Since the first cargo dispatch on 30 April until 23 September, WFP has transported 10,092 m3 of humanitarian and health 
items related to COVID-19 to countries in the region. Moreover, as part of the Global Passenger Air Service, WFP has 
operated 173 passenger flights in the region as of 24 September, transporting 1,514 passengers. With the resumption 
of reliable commercial flights to Yerevan and Bishkek, WFP has suspended its service to/from Armenia and Kyrgyzstan. 
The service is undergoing a decrease in passenger numbers globally, with 27 percent fewer people transported during 
the first week of September. However, in Algeria, the Algerian airspace officially remains closed for most commercial 
flights, with some exceptions for repatriation flights. Therefore, WFP Global Passenger Air Service continues scheduling 
flights under the provision that no regular international commercial flights to Algiers are operational. The next flight 
is scheduled for 7 October.

COMMON SERVICES
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