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Situation Report #03 

Highlights 

 Food insecurity in Tigray remains a concern and urgent 

action is needed to meet the immediate needs of 5.2 million 

food insecure people – including over 400,000 people facing 

catastrophic levels of hunger (IPC phase 5). 

 Delivering supplies into the region remains the biggest 

challenge to WFP operations due to delays in clearances and 

insecurity plague along the only available route into Tigray, 

the Semera-Abala corridor in Afar Region. 

 The shortage of supplies (food, cash, fuel, 

telecommunication) is severely impacting the continuation 

and scale-up of operations by WFP and its partners.   

 

 

Over 2.5 million 

people assisted by WFP 

with relief and nutrition 

assistance since the start 

of operations.  

In August, over 270,000 

women and children 

received nutritionally 

fortified food from WFP.  

 

5.2 million people 

in need of food 

assistance in Tigray. 

 

25,000 refugees 

receiving monthly 

food assistance 

from WFP. 

 

WFP has deployed 

347 staff to Tigray. 

Northern Ethiopia 

Emergency Response  
 

Situation Update 

While humanitarian access is now viable and largely secure inside most of the Tigray Region, access to life-saving humanitarian relief 

remains restricted along the only available route into Tigray, the Semera-Abala corridor. WFP and its partners call for unfettered and 

immediate passage of humanitarian relief and personnel into Tigray through commonly agreed routes into the Region. 

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, four million people − 70 percent of the population 

– are estimated to be acutely food insecure (IPC Phase 3 or above) in Tigray for the period July-September 2021. Of these, 1.8 million 

people are facing crisis level of food insecurity (IPC Phase 3), 1.6 million people are facing emergency (IPC Phase 4) and 400,000 people 

(4 percent) face catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). Food insecurity is due to conflict, lack of market access, effects of desert locust invasion, the 

missed planting season and insufficient humanitarian support. Based on qualitative information from the field, the number of food 

insecure people continues to increase. People currently suffering from acute food insecurity could slide into catastrophic levels of hunger 

and further into famine-like conditions if food and livelihood assistance is not rapidly scaled-up. The ongoing conflict has affected other 

parts of Northern Ethiopia, threatening to further exacerbate the food insecurity of already vulnerable families.  

Fuel, cash, internet and banking services are currently unavailable in Tigray, making it impossible for WFP and its partners to resume 

operations at scale. Stocks of relief aid, cash and fuel are running very low and/or are completely depleted, as WFP is unable to bring in 

sufficient and sustained levels of humanitarian supplies. There needs to be 100 trucks arriving daily to meet the food needs in the region 

yet from 20 August until the end of August, no food commodities entered Tigray.  
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 WFP plans to reach an additional one million people in its next round of food distributions in Tigray after it was decided by WFP’s 

non-governmental food partners that WFP will be in charge of assisting IDPs and host community in Shire and in Tahtay Koraro 

Woreda in the North-western Zone . WFP and partners are currently registering local communities and displaced populations in need 

across these districts.  

 In August, WFP distributed the July monthly food ration to 25,000 refugees in the two refugee camps of May-Ayni and Adi-Harush 

in Northwestern Tigray. Due to security challenges and supply constraints. 

 WFP is extending its support to the neighbouring Afar and Amhara Regions, where over 300,000 people have been displaced as 

conflict spreads. WFP plans to support up to 530,000 people in Afar, working closely with the regional Disaster Risk Management 

Bureau and the federal National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC). WFP is working with Federal and Regional 

authorities to provide relief food to an initial 250,000 people in North Gondar, in the Amhara Region. 

 

Nutrition Assistance 

 In August, WFP provided food and nutrition assistance to 274,923 beneficiaries (203,069 through blanket supplementary feeding 

programme (BSFP) and 71,854 through targeted supplementary feeding programme (TSFP)) across 38 woredas. 

 WFP implements nutrition activities for children under 5 years of age and pregnant and lactating women and girls (PLWGs) to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) through TSFP and to prevent acute malnutrition through BSFP. Targeted supplementary feeding 

programmes ensure a continuum of care for women and children with moderate acute malnutrition, while also preventing a surge in 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and its associated risk of mortality for children.  

 WFP is facing a critical shortage of nutritious food items such as ready-to-use supplementary food (RUSF) and SuperCereal Plus 

(CSB++) due to difficulties in dispatching the commodities into the conflict area.  

 Nutrition partners, especially national partners, are severely affected by the lack of cash and fuel in Tigray. Theseoperational 

challenges impede nutrition interventions and the implementation of programmes in the affected woredas. 

 

Supply Chain 

 As of August 2021, 59,000 mt of food has been transported into Tigray since the start of the response: 46,500 mt for relief operations, 

6,560 mt for nutrition activities, and 6,000 mt for the refugee operations. 

 WFP’s food stocks in Tigray are running perilously low. Since mid-July until the end of August, only 335 trucks entered into the 

Region, which is less than ten percent of the aid supply needed. Because of this, WFP and other humanitarian actors cannot 

sufficiently scale up their emergency response to meet the overwhelming needs in the Region. 

 In addition to warehouses in Kombolcha and Gondar, WFP is expanding its storage capacity in Semera and in Eastern Ethiopia to be 

able to supply food into Tigray. In Tigray, WFP has warehouses in Mekelle and Shire and has built 20 mobile storage units in the 

Northwest to house food as close to communities as possible. 

 

 

 

 

WFP Response 

Food Assistance  

 Since the start of operations in March 2021, WFP has 

provided food assistance to over two million people in 

Eastern, North Western and Southern Zones, enabling 

affected populations to meet their immediate food 

needs.  

 WFP has reached over two million people in its second 

round of food distributions in Tigray. The second round 

is still in progress and WFP has had to delay the next 

round by a month due to shortage of food supplies. WFP 

has also been forced to cut rations and is delivering a 

reduced food basket of 2 kgs of pulses per person for 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Shire. 
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Clusters and Common Services 

Food Security Cluster  

 The Food Security Cluster appeals for urgent action to address the acute food insecurity in Tigray. Additional resources are 

urgently needed for partners to further scale up their operations – incorporating the increased number of vulnerable 

households needing emergency food assistance and improving the composition of the common food basket (15 kg of cereals, 

1.5 kg of pulses, and 0.45 kg of vegetable oil).  

 Since the launch of the first round of assistance under the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2021 in late March and as of 25 

August, the three main food partners - WFP, the Joint Emergency Operation for Food Assistance in Ethiopia (JEOP) and the 

National Disaster Risk Management Commissioner (NDRMC) - have jointly assisted 5.7 million people with over 96,039 mt of 

food across Tigray.  

 Over 3.1 million people were assisted with 53,103 mt of food during Round 2 distribution that was launched mid-May (as of 

25 August). 

 At least 3,600 mt of food commodities (or 100 trucks worth) need to move into Tigray every day. These quantities could and 

sustain the food assistance operations in Tigray and feed around 210,000 people daily. During the period of 15-19 August, 

only 32 trucks with humanitarian food commodities (1,280 mt) entered Tigray.  

 Since 20 August, non-governmental food partners have run out of stock for the common food basket within Tigray. Partners 

were forced to cease distributions, with the exception of some areas where food stocks were previously dispatched. 

 Most partners are currently operating on credit. If the issue of access to cash and fuel is not urgently resolved, partners may 

be soon forced to temporarily suspend operations. 

 To ensure food partner’s timely response without pipeline break and avert any risk of famine, USD 62 million is urgently 

required for the remainder of the year. This funding requirement is based on the commonly ration size distributed by the main 

food partners in the Country, representing 63 percent of the kilocalories required to survive. 

 

Logistics Cluster 

 In August, 38 Logistics Cluster’s trucks arrived in Mekelle on behalf of 4 partners (CRS, IOM, Samaritan's Purse, World 

Vision). A total of 1520 mt of assorted humanitarian cargo including wheat, yellow split peas, vegetable oil, shelter, 

construction and WASH items. 

 While a minimum of 200,000 litres of fuel is required for the humanitarian response every week, only 282,000 litres (12 trucks) 

have reached Tigray since 12 July, and none since 16 August, covering only about 28 percent of the amount needed since 

then.  

 Following authorization from the Federal Government, the first United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) passenger 

flight arrived in Mekelle from Addis Abeba on 22 July. UNHAS is operating at least twice a week to rotate humanitarian 

passengers in and out of the Region. 

 As per the procedures established by the Government of Ethiopia, agencies can only carry a maximum of ETB two million (USD 

43,000) per UNHAS flight. Only USD 20,000 of cash is currently available to partners in Tigray, while USD 132.5 million is 

required until the end of the year. 
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Giulia Mantini, Operational Information Management 

and Reporting Officer 

For further information, visit the Ethiopia page on:  

www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia 

All Photos:  WFP/Claire Nevill 

 

Funding Outlook 

 WFP’s core priority is to support 2.1 million people in 

need of food assistance. Despite the generous 

contributions of its donors, WFP requires an 

additional USD 185 million to provide lifesaving 

assistance over the next six months.  

Donors (in alphabetical order): 

Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, 
Norway, South Korea, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States of America. 

 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (September-

February 2021) 
USD 185 million  

Activity 1 (General Food 

Distribution 

USD 140 

million 

Activity 2 (Nutrition activities) USD 36 million 

Secondary Transport Services USD 3 million 

Logistics Cluster and Services USD 2 million 

Aviation Service USD 4 million 

Emergency Telecommunication 

Services 

USD 1 million 

 

 

Contacts 

Steven Were Omamo, Country Director 

Josephine Muli, Ad-Interim Emergency Coordinator 

Sudip Joshi, Head of Programme 

Michelle Hsu, Food Cluster Coordinator  

 


