
 

 

 

  
 

                       

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

7,187 mt of food assistance distributed*  

 

USD 11.8 m of cash-based transfers made*  

USD 105.4 m six months (April – September 

2021) net funding requirements.  

 

923,162 people* assisted  

in January 2021 
 

* Figures for February and March are not yet available 

  

 

Operational Context 

Niger is a land-locked and food-deficit Sahelian country with 

a population of over 24.2 million (UNFPA, 2020) and an annual 

demographic growth of 3.9 percent, the highest in Africa. The 

results of the March 2021 Cadre Harmonisé estimates 1.6 

million people to be food insecure during the March-May 

2021 period and 2.3 million over the upcoming lean season 

(June-August 2021).  

Food and nutrition insecurity are driven by poverty, 

environmental degradation, and recurring shocks. In addition, 

the deteriorating security situation on the border with Mali, 

Burkina Faso, and Nigeria is causing large population 

displacements coupled with socioeconomic deteriorations.  

WFP’s emergency response assists refugees, internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) and host communities in Diffa, 

Tillabéri, Tahoua, and Maradi regions. In areas of chronic food 

insecurity, WFP supports resilience with an integrated package 

of assistance in cooperation with the Government. 

The first case of COVID-19 in Niger was declared on 19 March 

2020. As of 23 March 2021, Niger had 4,939 confirmed cases 

of infections, 4,553 people recovered and 185 deaths. WFP 

response has prioritized lifesaving assistance, while adjusting 

resilience activities and interventions to comply with all 

COVID-19 preventive requirements. This includes integrating 

protection and WASH measures to mitigate health risks, 

implementing operational and programmatic changes to 

activities and distributions, and adapting transfer modalities. 

WFP has been present in Niger since 1968. 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 

45.7% of children 

between 6-59 months 

 
Contact info: chiara.cardosi@wfp.org  

Country Director: Sory OUANE 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/niger 

Photo: Credit: WFP/ Dourfaye Zouloukalleyni  

Caption:  Daneki Haoussa Village 

 

WFP Niger  

Country Brief 
March 2021 
 

 

 

 

Strategic Updates 
• WFP continues to work on scaling-up its resilience building 

activities, in partnership with the Government, NGOs and 

other UN agencies. On 17 March, a USAID mission visited 

the village Garin Kaka site, where WFP and CARE/Hamzari 

are jointly implementing resilience building activities in the 

framework of the Resilience in the Sahel Enhanced (RISE II) 

partnership. On 18-21 March, a BMZ mission visited joint 

WFP-UNICEF resilience sites, as well as the food fortification 

and transformations units in Maradi. On 30 March, a joint 

WFP, GRET and MISOLA mission visited the food 

fortification units in Maradi linked to INTPA-funded project 

Response a la Crise Alimentaire au Centre Sahel (CRIALCES) 

project, with the objective of presenting the project to the 

regional, departmental and municipal authorities of Tillabéri, 

who also took part in the mission. 
 

• On 29 March, WFP handed over the National Laboratory of 

Public Health and Expertise (LANSPEX) in the framework of 

the food fortification activities (FOPAT) to the Government. 

The handover ceremony was attended by partners and 

donors such as Monaco and INTPA, who are financing the 

project.  
 

• WFP, in close collaboration with UNICEF and the World 

Bank, finalized a note outlining their Adaptive Social 

Protection (ASP) vision, which should form part of the new 

strategy of the Dispositif National de Prevention et Gestion 

des Crises Alimentaires (DNPGCA). The new strategy aims to 

reinforce coordination and ensure more coherence in the 

response, and strengthen the social protection 

system through the consolidation and scale up of existing 

activities. 
 

• WFP is providing financial and technical support to the 

Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs who is leading working 

groups of the Comité Technique Tripartite Nexus Urgence 

et Dévéloppement (CTTNUD). WFP is also supporting the 

advocacy and coordination efforts promoted by the 

CTTNUD at national and sub-national levels. WFP played a 

key role in the development of the Nexus operationalization 

action plan, currently under review at government level.  
 

Operational Updates 

• On 21 March, the villages of Intanzayen and Bakorate, in 

Tahoua region were attacked by non-state armed groups 

(NSAG) with some 157 people reported to be killed. As a 

result of the attack and consequent population 

displacement, WFP will provide live saving assistance to 529 

IDPs through the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 

starting in April. 

Acute malnutrition: 

10.7% of children 

between 6-59 months 

 

51% 49% 

2019 Human Development 

Index: 189 out of 189 

mailto:chiara.cardosi@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/niger
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• The situation in Maradi continues to deteriorate, with 

continuous displacements of populations. In March, WFP 

assisted some 2,898 new IDPs through RRM distributions. 
 

• In March, WFP began supporting 560 new schools under its 

school meals programme, targeting 62,732 new beneficiaries, 

bringing the total number of schools supported by WFP to 

1,482, while the total number of beneficiaries increased to 

241,687. Cash transfers to schools are underway in 554 schools 

to enable school committees to purchase locally produced 

food for 94,000 school children. 
 

• WFP and UNICEF staff undertook a joint mission in Diffa to 

oversee and support the implementation of the project funded 

by BMZ aimed at strengthening resilience building and 

social cohesion in the Diffa region. 
 

• WFP Niger is undertaking a pilot initiative on Building 

National Capacities for Forecast-based Financing (FbF) in 

the commune of Dogo (Zinder region). The goal of the FbF 

initiative is to enhance the adaptive capacity of vulnerable 

communities to anticipate the negative effects of climate 

change on their food security and livelihoods. A workshop 

with key government actors and partners was carried out in 

Niamey, between 16-18 March, to validate the initial findings 

of the pilot study and inform next steps. Through FbF, WFP is 

playing a key role in the CERF Anticipatory Action Initiative 

in Niger. 
 

• Due to persistent access constraints following the Note 

Verbale issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 2 

September, WFP continues to rely on cooperating partners, 

third-party monitoring (TPM) and government technical 

services for implementing and monitoring its activities. The 

Access Working Group met on 18 March and decided it was 

necessary to strengthen the capacity of regional entities in the 

management of monitoring and warning activities before any 

form of relief in the use of escorts could be possible. In the 

meantime, critical missions are exceptionally allowed with 

escorts. 
 

• WFP is preparing its lean season response alongside the 

Government and partners, through which it plans to reach 

683,700 beneficiaries. The response plan will be based on the 

March Cadre Harmonisé (CH) results that predicts a significant 

increase in requirements during the lean season (19 percent 

more compared to the same period in 2020). 
 

Assessments and Monitoring 
 

• A March 2021 joint FAO-FEWS-WFP regional market 

analysis shows an alarming increase in the market prices of 

the main foodstuffs across the region, including Niger, with 

increases of up to 26 percent above the 5-year average (and 

even 54 percent higher than 2019) for cereals. This alarming 

trend will intensify during the agricultural lean season. WFP 

and partners are evaluating the impact of higher prices, as well 

as options to mitigate it within the lean season response. 
 

• WFP is facing high default rates from smallholders and 

traders for local procurement for millet and beans due to 

the high food prices and the reduced mobility of the traders. 

This situation is negatively impacting WFP’s ability of timely 

procure and preposition food for the lean season.   

 

Donors 

Donors to WFP Niger in 2021 include Canada, Denmark, European 

Commission, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, Monaco, 

Norway, Private Donors, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

UK, and USA. Additional support has been provided by UNICEF.  

 

Niger’s 2020 Annual Country Report available here. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2020-2024) 

2021 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

2021 Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD)  

300 m 105 m 90 m* 

*Six-month net funding requirements as of 9 March 2021. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis affected populations, including refugees, IDPs host 

communities and returnees in targeted areas are able to meet their basic food and 

nutrition needs during and in the aftermath of a crisis  

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide an integrated food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected 

populations (refugees, IDPs, host communities and returnees)   

Strategic Outcome 2: School-aged girls and boys including adolescents in 

targeted food insecure and pastoral regions have access to adequate and nutritious 

food during the school year.  

Focus area: Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide an integrated school feeding package to boys, girls and 

adolescents during the school year in a way that relies on and 

stimulates local production (home-grown school feeding) 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition  

Strategic Outcome 3: Nutritionally vulnerable populations including children 6-59 

months, pregnant women and girls, adolescent girls, in targeted areas have 

improved nutritional status by 2024 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Support national nutrition programme through provision of preventive 

and curative nutrition services (including SBCC, local food fortification, 

complementary feeding and capacity strengthening) to targeted 

populations. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 4: Food insecure populations and communities including those 

affected by climate shocks, in targeted areas have more resilient livelihoods 

integrated into sustainable food systems to ensure access to adequate and 

nutritious food by 2024. 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide livelihood support to food insecure and at-risk men, women, 

boys and girls, including the development or rehabilitation of natural 

and productive assets (FFA), climate risk management measures, and 

value chains. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries strengthened capacities  

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions and other partners have strengthened 

capacities to design and manage integrated gender-responsive food security, 

nutrition and shock-responsive social protection policies and programmes by 2024 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide capacity strengthening to national, decentralised institutions 

and partners on: (i) coherent and gender-transformative intersectoral 

policies; ii) planning, (ii) coordination mechanisms, (iii) ownership and 

programme implementation, and (iv) knowledge management. 

Strategic Result 8:  Global partnership 

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian and development partners in Niger have 

access to common services and expertise to access and operate in targeted areas 

until appropriate and sustainable alternatives are available 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

• Provide UNHAS flight services to partners, to access areas of 

humanitarian interventions.  

• Provide logistics, ITC and coordination services to partners in absence 

of alternative to ensure humanitarian assistance as well as other supply 

chain services and expertise on demand.  

 

 

 

https://www.wfp.org/operations/annual-country-report/?operation_id=NE02&year=2020#/21283

