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Situation Update 

 The November/December 2016 Technical Secretariat for 
Food Security and Nutrition’s Assessment (SETSAN), 
estimated that 2.1 million people will be in need of food 
assistance until the next harvest expected from April to 
June 2017.   

 In February, a category 3 Tropical Cyclone Dineo hit the 
coastal area of Inhambane province affecting 551,000 
people and destroying 27,000 hactares of crops.  

 Meanwhile, the Fall armyworm, a pest capable of destroying 
entire crops in a short space of time attacked most  
countries neighbouring Mozambique has been confirmed in 
several parts of Mozambique, such as Niassa, Zambézia, 
Tete, Manica and Gaza where samples have been taken. 
The government has prepared an action plan to counter the 
outbreak.   

WFP Response 

 Through PRRO 200355, WFP is providing assistance of 
various kinds - food for people building and restoring 
community assets, emergency school meals and treatment 
of moderate acute malnutrition among children, pregnant 

and nursing women.  

Post-March Response:  

 The number of people in acute need of food assistance is 
expected to reduce over the April to June 2017 period. WFP 
has identified the remaining needs and will reduce its 
assistance accordingly in April, May and June, when the El 
Niño response ends. A part of this caseload will be assisted 
through the use of commodity vouchers. WFP will continue 
to monitor the evolving food and nutrition security situation 
in coming months, including the possibility of the re-
occurrence of El Niño next season.  

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 WFP conducted a number of joint field visits with various 
partners including Canada, Germany, Ireland, UK –DFID, the 
United States & the European Union.  

 

 

In Numbers (March) 

 2.1 million food insecure people  

 548,841 reached with FFA/GFD 

 70,786 children received school meals 

 1,734  received nutrition support 

 

 

 

Photo: Children take a school meal in the shade of a tree. The 
WFP school meal is often the incentive parents need to send 
their children to school. (WFP/Milton Machel) 

Highlights 

 WFP extends its emergency response to June when  

cereal harvest is expected to be completed. Harvest is 

typically between March to July  

 March is the peak of the hunger season, when food is 

most scarce. As harvests begin, assistance will be  

gradually scaled down to reach the remaining and most 

vulnerable people during this period.  

 Flooding in parts of the country and the need for 

fumigation of commodities at the port warehouses 

results in delayed dispatches to deficit areas. 
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Food Insecure  
2.1  million people 
 
People targeted by 
partners 
1.4 million people 
 
Beneficiaries  reached by 
all food security partners 
1.0 million (February) 
 
WFP beneficiaries 
621,361 (March  – El Niño 
Response FFA/GFD, including 
Nutrition, and School Feeding) 

 

  

People assisted 
621,361 Food for Assets/
General Food Distribution, emer-
gency school feeding and nutri-
tion response. 

52% 48% 

PRRO 200355 

WFP Mozambique: El Nino & Cyclone Response  

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Food for Assets and General Food 

Distributions: 

 WFP reached 548,841 people during the March  
distribution cycle with a mix of conditional and 
unconditional transfers  across 36 rural districts in 
the 8 worst-affected provinces.  

 Activities are being implemented through 11 
cooperating partners such as The Hunger Project, 
ADRA and World Vision International as well as the 
Government’s Department of Economic Activities 
(SDAE) in one district, Mutarara, in Tete provinces. 

Tropical Cyclone Dineo response:  

 At least 550,691 people in Inhambane province 

were affected by Cyclone Dineo. Through a 

cooperating partner ADRA, WFP aims to provide 

assistance to 50,000 people through unconditional 

transfers for the labour constrained and Food for 

Assets/Work for the labour endowed in four worst 

affected districts of Inhambane, Maxixe, Massinga 

and Morrumbene for three months.  

 Distributions commenced in March using existing 

stocks borrowed from the ongoing drought 

response.  

 WFP has received an invaluable contribution from 

the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

is hopeful to receive additional donor funding in 

order to be able to offset food stocks borrowed 

from the ongoing activities.  

Emergency School Feeding (ESF):  

 The number of school children receiving school 

meals increased in March. Notwithstanding access  

challenges in some flood-affected districts of Gaza 

and Inhambane provinces, WFP provided school 

meals to 70,786 to children in 300 primary and 

secondary schools in 11 rural districts.  

 Participating schools were prioritized according to 

education indicators and the prevalence of food   

insecurity in the location of the school.  

Nutrition:  

 The set-up phase for the scale-up of the nutrition 

response was completed in March and distributions 

of nutrition rehabilitation support will commence  in 

April. 

 WFP plans to provide nutritional rehabilitation 

support to reach more people including 

malnourished children under five years of age, and 

pregnant and nursing women in the worst-affected 

provinces - Cabo Delgado, Gaza, Nampula, Tete, 

Sofala and Zambezia.  

 Meanwhile, WFP supported the preparation phase of 

the Technical Secretariat for Food Security and 

Nutrition’s (SETSAN) National Rapid Nutrition 

Survey. The survey is expected to be completed by 

the end of April 2017.  

Cost of Hunger in Africa (COHA) study  

 The report has been finalised and estimates that 

approximately 8 percent of Mozambique’s GDP is 

lost annually due to stunting. The report is 

expected to be launched in June 2017. 

Sectors and Common Services 

 

Food Security Cluster (FSC): 

 March is the peak of the lean season in 

Mozambique, the period leading up to the next 

harvest in April.  

 In view of the heightened food insecurity levels as 

hunger peaked, the FSC scale-up assistance to 

reach more people targeted for food assistance.  

 In addition, the FSC partners mounted the Cyclone  

response in Inhambane where 89,000 people will be 

targeted with food vouchers and food/cash for work 

activities. WFP is targeting 50,000 people while the 

remaining 39,000 will be covered by 

WeltHungerHilfe (WHH). 

Logistics / Supply Chain Management: 

 WFP continued to use canoes and barges to conduct  

last mile deliveries in hard-to-reach areas such as 

Chicualacuala, Chibuto, Funhalouro Mabalane and 

Mabote districts where rains and flooding continued 

to diminish access.  

 Cereals at Beira port warehouses required 

fumigation which consequently slowed down WFP 

dispatches to deficit areas.  

WFP Assistance Post-March: 

 The main harvest started in March 2017 in the 

southern and central provinces and is expected to 

end in June in some parts of the country and in July 

in the northern regions of the country.  

 The number of people in acute need of food 

assistance is expected to gradually reduce over the 

April to June 2017 period. WFP has identified 

pockets of food insecurity resulting from either 

delayed or failed harvest in parts of the country, 

and will stagger its assistance from 280,000 people 

in April to 115,000 people by June. Assistance will 

be provided using a ration covering 90 percent of 

the recommended minimum daily requirements. Of 

this, 18,000 people will be assisted through the use 

of commodity vouchers. 

WFP’s Country Strategic Plan 

 WFP is finalising its five-year Country Strategic Plan 

(2017-2021), which aims to strengthen resilience 

and seeks to address the underlying causes of 

hunger in the country.   

 The strategy which will be presented at the 

Executive Board session in June, forms part of 
the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF) for Mozambique for the 

period 2017-2020 and aims to support the 

Government in the implementation of Agenda 2030 

and, in particular, in moving towards the 

achievement of SDG 2.  
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Legend for ACTIVITIES & MODALITIES              

 General Food  Distributions (GFD) 

Cash/Food for Assets (C/FFA) 
Full food basket delivered through cash-based transfers 

Assistance delivered through in-kind food rations Emergency School Feeding (ESF) 

 

Resourcing Update 

WFP is grateful to the following donors including Multilaterals and Private partners who have    

contributed to the El Niño drought response.   

 

 

 

 

  Contact Information 

  Karin Manente, Representative & Country Director        Karin.Manente@wfp.org 

  Tomson.Phiri, Information & Reports Officer          Tomson.Phiri@wfp.org  

   

  Follow us on Twitter                     @WFP_Mozambique  

Nutrition Rehabilitation Support 

http://www1.wfp.org/countries/mozambique
https://twitter.com/?lang=en

