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In Numbers² 

 
577 mt of food, including specialized nutritious food 

distributed 

USD 0.4 m cash-based transfers made 

USD 11.8 m six months (May – October 2021) net 

funding requirements  

109,275 people assisted  

in April 2021 

Contact info: Maria Ludovica Carucci (marialudovica.carucci@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Kinday Samba 

Further information: https://www.wfp.org/countries/mauritania   

Main photo: Credit: WFP/Bechir Malum  

Caption: WFP beneficiaries at Gvava Peulh, Assaba   
 

Operational Context 

Mauritania is a lower middle-income country in the Sahel with 

a population of 4.8 million that lives over a vast but mostly 

arid 1,030,700 km² territory. 

Mauritania is exposed to recurrent cycles of drought, resulting 

in the degradation of natural resources and structurally 

affecting productive capacity, resilience and food security of 

the population. According to the March 2021 Cadre 

Harmonisé, 484,150 people are projected to be food insecure 

between June and August 2021 (lean season), 72,000 people 

more compared to same period last year.   

Mauritania experienced two waves of the COVID-19 

pandemic, between May and July 2020 and most recently, a 

second wave that began in mid-November 2020, with a peak 

in December. Since this peak, the number of cases has 

dropped considerably.  

Mauritania continues to host the largest number of Malian 

refugees in West Africa. The number of refugees registered in 

Mbera camp had reached 64,669 (March 2021). Most of the 

refugees are unlikely to return to their homes in the near 

future due to the volatile security situation in Mali and the 

COVID-19 restrictive and containment measures in place.  

As part of crisis response activities, WFP country portfolio aims 

to meet the basic food and nutrition need of affected people 

as well as to provide UNHAS flight services for all 

humanitarian and development partners. In parallel, WFP 

strives to ensure the continuation of resilience programmes, 

while strengthening institutional capacity and minimizing 

gender inequalities. WFP has been present in Mauritania since 

1964. 
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Operational Updates 
 

• WFP completed the household targeting process for the 

lean season assistance in the region of Tagant (a 

predominantly pastoral area). Overall, 19,954 targeted 

beneficiaries will receive cash distributions complemented 

with blanket supplementary feeding in mid-May 2021 to 

meet their needs during the peak of the lean season and to 

prevent malnutrition for pregnant and lactating women and 

girls (PLW/Gs) and children. Lean season intervention is part 

of the adaptive social protection system that the 

Government is gradually putting in place nationwide with 

the support of WFP and other technical and financial 

partners.  

• As part of food assistance for assets (FFA) activities, a 

bootcamp on water and soil conservation techniques and 

soil defence and restoration methods took place in the 

Hodh El Charghi region (7 to 9 April). Thirty-one actors 

among technical services, cooperating partners, and WFP 

staff are now equipped with the necessary technical 

knowledge to support communities in the creation of 

quality assets. Moreover, under the UN Peace Building Fund 

project, 10 community based participatory planning 

exercises were organised in Guidimakha region.  

• Through the malnutrition treatment programme, WFP 

reached 740 children and PLW/Gs (557 women and girls 

and 183 boys) in the regions of Assaba and Guidimakha, in 

the same departments where WFP is implementing its 

integrated resilience package. Screening for malnutrition in 

four departments in Hodh El Charghi was also carried out 

by implementing partners.  

• WFP continued to implement the school feeding 

programme, reaching 47,723 children (23,480 girls and 

24,243) in 10 departments of the three targeted regions 

(Guidimakha, Assaba and Hodh el Charghi).  

• In Mbera camp, food and cash distributions didn’t take 

place in April since a two-month ration was provided in 

March. In parallel, through malnutrition treatment activities, 

WFP reached 240 children and 124 women with 1.1 mt of 

Super Cereal Plus. A total of 25 children (14 girls and 11 

boys) and 28 women recovered and were discharged. 

Moreover, 5,298 students (2,604 girls and 2,684 boys) 

benefited from a morning porridge as part of the 

emergency school feeding programme (2.2 mt of Super 

Cereal Plus were distributed). Moreover, targeting of 

refugees through the Social Registry started.  

2020 Human Development Index 
ranking: 157 out of 189 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 19.6% of children 
between 6-59 months 

Population: 4.8 million  

Income Level: Lower middle 

52% 48% 

mailto:marialudovica.carucci@wfp.org
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 WFP Country Strategy 
  

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2022) 

2021 Total 
Requirements 

(in USD) 

2021 Allocated 
Contributions 

(in USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

39.7 m  13.8 m 11.8 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected people, including refugees, are able to 

meet basic food and nutrition needs during and in the aftermath of crises.  

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide food/cash assistance (conditional and/or unconditional), 

school meals, and preventive nutrition ration and MAM treatment 

to refugees   

• Provide food assistance and supplementary feeding to pandemic 

affected populations/households. 

Strategic Result 2:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food-insecure populations, including school-age 

children, have access to adequate and nutritious food all year.  

Focus area:  Resilience-building   

Activities:  

• Provide seasonal food assistance to food-insecure Mauritanian 

populations, including malnutrition prevention and treatment  

• Provide school meals to vulnerable Mauritanian children  

Strategic Result 3:  No one suffers from malnutrition  

Strategic Outcome 3: Nutritionally vulnerable populations, including children 

and pregnant and lactating women and girls, have improved nutritional status 

all year. 

Focus area:  Resilience building   

Activities:  

• MAM treatment and cash transfers to pregnant and lactating 

women and girls attending pre/post-natal care 

Strategic Result 4:  Improved food security and nutrition of smallholders  

Strategic Outcome 4: Food-insecure populations and communities exposed 

to climate shocks have more resilient livelihoods and sustainable food systems 

all year. 

Focus area:  Resilience-building  

Activities:  

• Provide livelihood support to food-insecure and at-risk Mauritanian 

households, including the development or rehabilitation of natural 

and productive assets 

Strategic Result 5:  Country strategic capacities 

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions have strengthened capacities to 

manage food security, nutrition and social protection policies and 

programmes, including an adaptive (shock responsive) social protection 

system, by 2030. 

Focus area:  Resilience-building 

Activities:  

• Provide training and technical support to government institutions  

Strategic Result 6:  Global partnership support  

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian and development partners have access to 

common services that permit them to reach and operate in targeted areas all 

year. 

Focus area: Resilience-building 

Activities:  

• Provide flight services to humanitarian partners, towards 

humanitarian interventions 

• Provide on-demand logistics services to Government, United 

Nations and Non-Governmental partners to facilitate effective field 

operations (CPA Service Provision and platform activities) 

 

• WFP took part in a regional workshop on alternative ways to 

fight against malnutrition within a more comprehensive and 

larger approach. Good practices already in place by WFP country 

offices in the Sahel region such as synergies between activities or 

coordination with technical partners were shared with national 

and international partners as well as government institutions. In 

the elaboration of the next resilience sites’ action plans, both the 

study carried out by Action Contre la Faim (ACF) in the five 

Sahelian countries and the best practices shared at the workshop 

will be considered. 

• The Prime Minister signed a decree instituting the national 

preparedness and response scheme for food security and 

nutrition. The establishment of this scheme will improve the 

efficiency of the response, through the establishment of 

predefined procedures linking the functions of early warning, 

decision-making, planning and coordination of the response and 

the availability of a solid basis for triggering food assistance 

programs and other social nets, whenever the need arises. 

• In April, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

transported 149 passengers and over 724 kg cargo, connecting 

Nouakchott-Kiffa and Bassikounou, through 32 in-country 

rotations.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

• Main results of the January-March 2021 quarterly price 

monitoring report show an upward trend of prices for basic 

commodities, particularly local rice, which experienced an increase 

of 34 percent compared to the five-year average. As an 

immediate result, households will face more difficulties to meet 

their basic food needs. 

• Within the framework of resilience approach, WFP and UNICEF 

organized two joint missions in Hodh El Charghi and Assaba with 

the objective of monitoring the activities of the resilience package 

as well as strengthening the joint work of the two agencies in the 

field.  

• The decentralised evaluation report on WFP’s contribution to the 

implementation of the Adaptive Social Protection System 

(SPSA) in country, from 2018 to 2020 has been completed and the 

evaluation report is available here. Findings and recommendations 

will be used to optimize and continue to improve WFP's action. 

 

• Challenges 
• WFP faces an estimated funding shortage of approximately USD 

11.8 million for the next six months (May to October 2021), 

representing 42 percent of the requirements for the period (USD 

24.5 million). The biggest shortfalls concern assistance to Malian 

refugees and lean season activities. The former faces a shortfall of 

USD 2 million, with operational gaps likely to happen in 

September if no funds are rapidly confirmed, leaving more than 

60,000 Malian refugees in need of assistance. Meanwhile, USD 3.8 

million is needed for lean season activities by May, to ensure a 

timely response. If no additional resources will be confirmed, 

180,705 people on the whole territory and 40,666 people in the 

28 prioritized departments will be negatively affected.   

• Funding prospects remain low for logistic support activities. As 

such, WFP will prioritize available resources to cover critical 

warehousing, handling and transportation expenses incurred by 

WFP to deliver common services to the Government and partners. 

• Donors 
• Donors to WFP Mauritania in 2021 include Canada, France, Germany, Japan, 

Mauritania (via debt swap with Spain), Monaco, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 

USA. Additional support has been provided by UN funds.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wfp.org%2Fpublications%2Fmauritania-adaptive-social-protection-capacity-strengthening-activities-evaluation&data=04%7C01%7Crbd.oimreporting%40wfp.org%7Cc92137bf6a7742587ba608d91480107b%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637563362523107906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RUpHcOyxMXr%2BJo2UETN%2BJ%2BeQEtYoO0ihUD%2FTDeHAeJE%3D&reserved=0

