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In Numbers 
 

61,580 cumulative and 3,729 active cases of COVID-19 

in Malawi (30 September 2021) 

USD 10 million six-month (October 2021 - March 2022) 

net funding requirements  

11,000 refugee households assisted 

with food and cash distributions 
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  Operational Context 

Malawi is a small landlocked country in Sub-Saharan Africa 

with a population expanding rapidly at 3 percent per year. 

With most livelihoods dependent on rainfed agriculture, 

the population is highly vulnerable to the effects of 

natural disasters, prolonged dry spells and flash floods.  

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by weak economic 

growth, a high risk of overall debt distress with limited 

space to absorb shocks, a low primary school completion 

rate (51 percent), a high prevalence of stunting (37 percent 

for children under 5) and high prevalence of HIV/AIDS 

infection (9.6 percent). WFP’s activities support the 

Government for a food and nutrition secure and resilient 

future, and are guided by the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) with emphasis on achieving zero hunger 

(SDG 2)  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Strategic Outcome 1 
• Refugees: Double distributions for the months of 

September and October were completed, with cash 

transfers and in-kind transfers of Super Cereal (corn-soya 

blend) for the food basket for 11,000 refugee households 

(approximately 46,000 refugees) in Dzaleka camp.  

• The use of debit cards for refugees to access cash 

transfers is improving the efficiency and effectiveness of 

the transfers. An additional 6,500 households are being 

registered for e-payments to ensure 100 percent 

coverage of all the refugee households.    

 

 

Strategic Outcome 2 
• School Feeding: Following consultation with the Ministry 

of Education School Health and Nutrition Department on 

the school feeding strategy, the resumption of in-school 

school meals is now effective. Over 500,000 children are 

receiving a daily hot breakfast before class while 

smallholder farmers access a stable market for their 

produce.  

 

• Social Protection: WFP continues supporting evidence 

generation for programming on social protection in 

Malawi. To inform preparedness work for the upcoming 

lean season response, WFP has supported the 

Government of Malawi with developing and 

disseminating standard operating procedures on 

horizontal expansion of its social cash transfer 

programme for harmonization with government 

programming.    

 

 

Strategic Outcome 3  
• Malnutrition Prevention: Household door-to-door visits 

were conducted by care groups supported by WFP to 

disseminate nutrition messages on infant and young 

child feeding, maternal nutrition and hygiene and 

sanitation practices across the five districts of Balaka, 

Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba. About 70,500 

households were reached.  

• Nutrition awareness campaigns on various nutrition 

messages including maternal nutrition, infant and young 

child nutrition, water, hygiene and sanitation and COVID-

19 were also conducted through live radio programmes, 

radio jingles and sensitization meetings in Balaka, 

Chikwawa and Zomba reaching an estimated 750,000 

people. 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact info: Badre Bahaji (badre.bahaji@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Paul Turnbull  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi  

Photo: With official approval from the Ministry of Education’s School Health and 

Nutrition Department, in-school feeding has resumed in Malawi. © WFP/Badre Bahaji 

 

51% 49% 

2019 Human Development Index: 174 

out of 189 countries 

Stunting:  37% of children aged 6-59 

months old 

Population: 17.5 million 

Income Level:  Low 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/malawi
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Strategic Outcome 4 
• Livelihoods: Implementation of activities continued in 

the districts with the key activities focusing on raising tree 

seedlings, land resource activities including building 

water conservation structures as well as irrigation 

activities where farmers concentrated on production of 

cash crops such as onions, tomatoes, etc.   

• Meanwhile, distributions of cash transfers for August and 

September were completed in Chikwawa, Nsanje and 

Zomba Districts reaching over 31,000 households 

(139,000 people).  

• In September, WFP completed a baseline and follow-up 

assessment on the Fenik boxes usage, specifically looking 

at how households are saving money with the use of the 

boxes. The results show very high level of utilisation and 

satisfaction from the participants.   

• Livelihoods and resilience activities in Malawi between 

2015 to 2020 have helped communities adapt to a 

changing climate and increase food security, confirms a 

recent independent evaluation. 

 

 

Strategic Outcome 5 
• Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee 

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 

analysis: Preparations for the next round of acute IPC 

Assessments are underway. The assessments will 

commence in November, during which there may be a 

slight increase in the total number of people classified as 

being in IPC Phase 3 (crisis).  

• Meanwhile, the Chronic IPC analysis exercise is planned 

to help better differentiate between acute and chronic 

food insecurity within Malawi. The exercise was rolled out 

in September with WFP providing technical support and 

oversight for the 11-month analysis. 

   

Strategic Outcome 6 

• Emergency Supply Chain Support to the COVID-19 

Response: The Logistics cluster, through WFP, is 

supporting the Ministry of Health with the construction of 

container labs at several border entry points. 

Construction work in Dedza, Mchinji and Mulanje is 

ongoing. 

 

Donors 
Adaptation Fund, Flanders, ECHO, European Union (INTPA), Flanders, 

Germany (BMZ), Iceland, Ireland, Multilateral Funds, Norway, SDG 

Fund, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, United 

Kingdom (FCDO), USAID (BHA). 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2023) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

629.7 m 225.5 m 10 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Shock-affected people vulnerable to seasonal and 

climatic shocks and refugees in Malawi have access to all year long. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response  

Activity 1: Provide cash and/or food transfers to refugees, malnourished 

people and the most vulnerable populations affected by seasonal shocks. 

Strategic Result 1: Everyone has access to food  

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable populations in food-insecure 

communities benefit from strengthened shock-responsive social 

protection systems and efficient supply chains to ensure access to safe, 

nutritious food all year round. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activity 2. Support national social protection systems to become 

increasingly shock-responsive and hunger- and nutrition-sensitive. 

Activity 3. Provide nutritious meals to schoolchildren in food-insecure 

areas.  

Strategic Result 2:  End Malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted populations, especially children under 5, 

adolescents, PLWG, and TB & HIV/AIDS clients, in Malawi, have improved 

nutritional status in line with national targets. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activity 4: Provide chronic malnutrition and micronutrient deficiency 

prevention services to at-risk populations in targeted areas. 

Strategic Result 4:  Sustainable Food Systems 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder producers in Malawi have enhanced 

resilience, through diversified livelihoods, increased marketable surpluses 

and access to well-functioning food systems and efficient supply chains by 

2030.  

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activity 5: Provide resilience-building support, education and systems-

strengthening services to smallholder farmers and value chain actors.  

Strategic Result 5:  Capacity Strengthening  

Strategic Outcome 5: National and local institutions, agencies and 

enterprises in Malawi have increased capacity and improved supply chain 

systems to achieve SDG 2 by 2030.  

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activity 6. Provide capacity strengthening, skills transfer, partnership 

activities and logistics and procurement services to national and local 

institutions and private-sector enterprises involved in food security, 

nutrition, food safety, disaster risk management and emergency response. 

Strategic Result 8: Common Services  

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian and development partners in Malawi 

have access to increased emergency services throughout the crisis. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activity 7. Provide services through the Logistics Cluster to National 

Disaster Management Offices and other relevant partners to improve 

emergency logistics coordination, access to services and supply chain 

management. 

Activity 8. Provide on-demand services to humanitarian and other 

relevant partners to ensure effective emergency assistance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=LmF3W0slpm0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-boosts-food-production-and-builds-resilience-climate-change-malawi
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

