
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Country Programme 

200395 

(Jan 2013 to Dec 2017 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

85.5 m 
40.8 m  
(48%) 

-  
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WFP Assistance 

 

*April – September 2016 

The school meals component of the Country 

Programme provides in-school meals to primary 

schoolchildren and take-home rations to girls in 

grades four to six from highly vulnerable poor 

households in the most food insecure counties. WFP 

also works to enhance the monitoring and 

management capacities of the Ministry of Education 

at the central, county and district levels. 

Livelihood Assets and Market Promotion 

(LAMP): Targeting six counties, this intervention 

aims to stimulate agricultural production and 

enhance the resilience of rural communities to 

economic shocks, food insecurity and natural 

disasters. This involves assisting vulnerable 

communities in rehabilitating lowland rice fields and 

small-scale irrigation schemes, as well as 

rehabilitating feeder roads and bridges. 

Market Purchase for Progress (P4P) is enabling 

Liberia’s smallholder farmers, a high proportion of 

whom are women, to supply quality rice surpluses 

first to WFP and then, in the long run, to Liberian 

consumer markets, thus increasing their income. 

Community Grain Reserves (CGR) aim to 

strengthen the resilience of poor households to 

seasonal food insecurity, economic shocks and 

natural disasters through establishing women-

managed grain “banks” in food deficit smallholder 

farming communities. WFP provides an initial capital 

stock of 30 mt of milled rice. Thereafter, community 

members can access grain on loan at a low interest 

rate during times of scarcity and repay in cash or in-

kind after the harvest. Capacity Development aims 

to enhance government ownership of safety-net 

programmes through knowledge transfer and buy-in. 

Food Assistance for 

Refugees and 

Vulnerable Host 

Community  

 
PRRO 200550 

(June 2014 to April 

2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

32.9 m 
19.2 m  
(59%) 

1.1 m  

*April – September 2016 

WFP is supporting Cote d'Ivoire refugees in Liberia 

since 2010. The PRRO is planned to end in April but 

an extension to December 2016 is anticipated. 

Available resources will only allow WFP to provide 

food assistance with reduced rations. Since January 

2015, WFP has reduced monthly food rations to 75 

percent for rice and oil. Further reductions in rations 

are likely to happen from May onwards.  

Meanwhile, UNHCR continued its repatriation 

exercise. However, a significant number of refugees 

are expected to remain behind based on interviews 

held with refugee representatives and UNHCR 

estimates.  

Logistics Special 

Operation 

200926 

(Jan 2016 to June 

2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

4.9 m 
4.1 m  
(84%) 

n/a 

*April – September 2016 

This country-specific special operation will last until 

30 June 2016 and will allow WFP to leverage the 

recently established infrastructure and logistics 

capacity used throughout the EVD crisis, thus 

enabling WFP to continue to provide a dedicated rapid 

response mechanism to deal with potential small-

scale outbreaks in 2016. 

 

Highlights 

 On 30 March 2016, one confirmed Ebola case was 

reported in the capital, Monrovia, six months after 

the last case and three months after the nation 

was declared Ebola free.   

 

 As part of its post-Ebola programming, WFP scaled 

up the school feeding programme increasing 

targeted students from 127,000 to 230,000. 

 

 Due to UNHCR’s repatriation exercise, the number 

of refugees from Cote d’Ivoire in 2016 reduced 

from 30,000 in January to 12,000 in end March.  

Credit: © WFP/Andrew Garlo. 

Caption: A refugee woman hosted in PTP camp in 

Zwedru, preparing local food.  
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In Numbers  

160,000 people in need of food assistance 
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Donors 

USA, Liberia/World Bank, Japan, Canada, Germany, Multilateral, 

Switzerland, Russia 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

School Feeding Expansion: The Ministry of Education 

in conjunction with WFP had finalized a head count 

enumeration exercise in order to expand the number of 

students benefiting from the school feeding programme 

from 127,000 to 300,000 in nine counties. The effort will 

more than double the number of students receiving 

protein rich school meals daily to encourage enrolment, 

retention and academic progress.  

Refugee Operation Evaluation: An independent 

evaluation of the PRRO 200550 Refugee Operation to 

support Cote d’Ivoire refugees, was conducted in March, 

since the project will end in April. The evaluation, 

findings will inform the design of the next phase of the 

operation which is expected to start after July.  

Refugee Repatriation: WFP Liberia has initiated a 

Budget Revision to extend the project until July 2016. 

Monthly food distributions continue to be ongoing in the 

camps based on real-time refugee statistics.  

Challenges 

Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF): is yet to be 

implemented in Liberia. In 2015, a joint concept on 

piloting the HGSF was prepared and presented by FAO, 

WFP, UNICEF and UNDP in collaboration with the 

Ministries of Education and Agriculture. The Ministry of 

Education welcomed this initiative, and to actualize it, 

proposed taking the matter up at the Cabinet level to 

get a financial allocation as part of the Government’s 

contribution to school feeding. However, as the concept 

is yet to be reinforced, WFP will continue to advocate for 

the launch of the pilot by the third quarter of 2016. WFP 

has received reassurance from the President, H.E. Ellen 

Johnson Sir Leaf in a meeting held in March that HGSF 

will be considered a priority in view of post-Ebola 

programming efforts. 

Partnerships: WFP’s partnerships ensure an essential 

package of complementary activities are provided 

through the school feeding platform. These include: 

WASH, HIV-awareness education, school gardens and 

environmental conservation. Working with the Ministries 

of Education, Agriculture, Health, and the Environmental 

Protection Agency, UNICEF, FAO, and others, WFP is 

able to achieve better outcomes for children served.  

Under its Refugee Operation, WFP has a corporate-level 

memorandum of understanding with UNHCR and 

country-level tripartite agreements involving both UN 

agencies and NGO partners. While the food distributions 

are carried out by an international NGO, the Liberia 

refugee agency, LRRRC, provided other support services 

to the refugees.  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Liberia suffered violent conflicts spanning more than 

30 years (1979-2003): a military coup d'état in 

1980, widespread violence during military rule 

(1980-1990), and two civil wars (1989-1996 and 

1999-2003). As a result of these conflicts, national 

GDP fell by a catastrophic 90 percent between 1987 

and 1995, one of the biggest economic collapses 

ever recorded in the world (Liberia PRS 2008). Now 

an EVD outbreak has hit the country, causing 

significant socio-economic disruptions. The World 

Bank estimates that the outbreak could cost Liberia 

as much as USD 234 million, or 12 percent of GDP. 

Liberia has reduced chronic malnutrition rates 

among children under five from the level of “critical” 

to “serious”, according to WHO classification. 

However, six of Liberia’s 15 counties still have 

critical levels of chronic malnutrition. Despite 

substantial national deficits in infrastructure and 

social service delivery, the Government has 

embarked on an ambitious plan to make Liberia a 
middle income country by 2030. 

WFP Liberia’s Country Strategy (2013 – 2017) fully 

embraces the Government’s vision of a “hunger free 

Liberia”.  Within this broad goal, the Country 

Strategy envisions safety nets as being central to all 

WFP’s interventions in Liberia. Through safety nets, 

WFP will help advance Liberia’s food and nutrition 

security agenda. 

WFP has been present in Liberia since 1968. 

 

Contact info: Mishisalla Beyene (Mishisalla.beyene@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Sory Ouane 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/liberia 

 

Gender Inequality Index 0.651 

(rank 146 out of 187) 

2015 Human Development Index: 

177 out of 188 

Global Acute Malnutrition: 2.8% 
Stunting: 36% 

Population: 4.5 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/liberia

