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Economic Conditions

Kenya currency exchange rate: The Kenya 
shilling continued to record historic lows 
against the US Dollar pointing to a rise in the 
cost of importing goods into the country in 

the short term. As of 13 October, the Central 

Bank of Kenya mean indicative exchange rate 

is at 108.5 to the Dollar. This exchange rate is 

KES 6.13 weaker (6.0%) compared to the rate 

on 13 March when the first COVID-19 case was 

reported in the country.

Figure 1: Kenya’s exchange rate to the US Dollar. Source: Central Bank of Kenya.
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increase of maize availability as Uganda is the main 
regional supply origin of white maize grain. 

In Homabay county, maize prices for both farmgate 
and wholesale have increased between 13% to 22% 
because of the increased demand from schools 
ahead of schools’ re-opening. Meru and Nyandarua 
counties have also recorded a price increase of 
7% and 6% respectively in wholesale prices due to 
increased demand brought about by the influx of 
many buyers in the markets, including schools.

Potato prices have continued to record an 
increase in prices between 7% to 64% for both 
farmgate and wholesale prices as of 11 October. 
This is due to the increase in demand from buyers 
against reduced supplies as the commodity’s 
harvesting period has come to an end. 

Week ending 
May 29th 

Week ending 
June 5th 

% Change Week ending 
May 29th 

Week ending 
June 5th 

% Change

Nakuru 2850 2900 2% 3000 3100 3% Change Price trend Sign
Meru 2400 3200 2800 -13% < -5% Decreasing
Nyandarua 2700 3100 3100 0% >= -5% and < 5% Stable
Laikipia 2800 3000 3300 10% >= 5% and < 10% Slight Increase
Kitui 2250 2500 11% 3150 3100 -2% >= 10% Increasing
Makueni 2250 2250 0% 3150 3100 -2%

% Change % Change
Meru 1400 1500 7% 1700 1800 6%
Nyandarua 1500 1300 -13% 2500 2400 -4%

% Change % Change
Tharaka-Nithi 6000 6000 0% 6300 6750 7%
Meru 6000 6000 0% 6300 6750 7%

Farmgate price (90 Kg bag) Wholesale price (90 Kg bag)

Farmgate price (50 Kg bag) Wholesale price (50 Kg bag)

KEY: Price trends interpretation 

GREENGRAMS

Wholesale** price (90 Kg bag)Farmgate* price (90 Kg bag)

County

MAIZE

POTATO

*Farmgate price: price at which farmer sells to 
the collector/aggregator

**Wholesale price: the price buyers are paying 
at the market

Source: Farm to Market Alliance through the 
Cereal Growers Association

© WFP/Alessandro Abbonizio

Farmgate and Wholesale Price 
Trends
WFP continues to actively contribute to the food 
security and price monitoring efforts of the 
Government of Kenya through the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives 
leadership which aims to alleviate risks associated 
with rising food insecurity in the context of 
COVID-19.  WFP continues to engage with the 
Council of Governors and Agriculture and Trade 
committee for food security and market updates.

Farmgate and Wholesale Prices

The Farm to Market Alliance (FtMA), through the 
Cereal Growers Association, monitors farmgate and 
wholesale maize, potato, rice, sorghum and green 
gram prices across 18 counties.1 

Weekly Price Trends – Main updates and 
changes through the week ending 11 October 

Maize prices, both farmgate and wholesale, 
have reduced or remained stable (as shown 
in Table 1). The ongoing harvests in Solai town in 
Nakuru County, Laikipia, Uasin Gishu and Trans 
Nzoia counties, all of which are breadbasket, have 
brought maize surplus. The gradual re-opening 
of the Kenya-Uganda border contributed to the 

1 Busia, Elgeyo Marakwet, Embu, Homa Bay, Kakamega, Kisumu, Kitui, 
Laikipia, Makueni, Meru, Migori, Nakuru, Narok (Transmara), Nyandarua, 
Siaya, Tharaka Nithi, Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu.

Table 1: Monitored 
counties with changes in 
Farmgate and Wholesale 
maize and potato 
prices as of 11 October 
(compared to the previous 
week ending 4 October)

Week Ending 4th Oct Week ending 11th Oct 
%Change from Week 

Ending 4th Oct
Week Ending 4th 

Oct
Week ending 

11th Oct 
%Change from Week 

Ending 4th Oct
  Busia 2750 2650 -4% 2,800                        2,800                       0%
  Homabay 2400 2700 13% 2500 3060 22%
  Kisumu 2800 2700 -4% 3000 3000 0%
Migori 2400 2650 10% 3200 2800 -13%
Nakuru 2500 2500 0% 3000 2800 -7%
Elgeyo Marakwet 2800 2650 -5% 3200 2800 -13%
UasinGishu and TransNzoia 2400 2000 -17% 2800 2500 -11%
Meru 2430 2400 -1% 2700 2900 7%
Nyandarua 2400 2400 0% 2650 2800 6%
Laikipia 2400 1800 -25% 2700 2200 -19%

  Nakuru 1600 1500 -6% 1800 1750 -3%
  Narok (Mau-Narok) 1250 1250 0% 1500 1600 7%
  ElgeyoMarakwet 2000 2000 0% 2000 2650 33%
  UasinGishu and TransNzoia 2800 3000 7% 3000 3500 17%
  Meru 2000 2000 0% 2500 2500 0%
  Nyandarua 1100 1800 64% 1650 2600 58%
  Laikipia 1500 1500 0% 2000 2000 0%

POTATO
Farmgate price (50 Kg bag) Wholesale (market level) price (50 Kg bag)

MAIZE

County
Farmgate* price (90 Kg bag) Wholesale** price (90 Kg bag)
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Bangladesh, Kalahari, Moroto and Kisumu Ndogo 
informal settlements.

WFP also conducted a market assessment in 
Samburu County, concluded on 10 October, jointly 
with the County Government and the National 
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) to assess 
feasibility, risks and impact of cash transfers in 
Samburu county and to further inform the county 
and WFP’s retail engagement strategy.

Retail Price Trends
Key Issues Influencing Supply and Prices 
Across all Monitored Markets

Food supply and general trade flows remained 
stable compared to the previous week ending 4 
October with price trends fluctuating across the 
different markets based on individual retailers’ 
sourcing and selling prices.

Retail Prices in Nairobi Informal Settlement 
Markets

WFP continues weekly monitoring activities on 
prices, availability of staple commodities and 
fresh produce, and quality of food commodities. 
This targets six  purposively selected markets to 
represent other informal settlement markets in 
Nairobi.

Figure 2 shows commodities whose average prices 
changed in the markets monitored compared 
to the previous week ending 4 October. Prices 
are per kilogram (kg) or litre except for cabbages 
(medium size).

Green grams: No change in prices compared to 
the previous week ending 4 October. Demand and 
supply levels remained stable; there were no stocks 
held by farmers as the commodity is out of season.

Sorghum: There was no change in price compared 
to the previous week ending 4 October. Most buyers 
continue to purchase white sorghum from the 
monitored counties,2 anticipating supplying the East 
African Malting Limited. 

Rice: Overall, no major changes in price compared 
to the previous week ending 4 October. The high 
price in Kisumu county is attributed to the reduced 
supply of rice from the recently concluded harvest.

Markets Monitoring
A robust market monitoring system is key to 
informing WFP Kenya’s intervention that is providing 
cash transfers to approximately 70,500 targeted 
households in the urban informal settlements 
in Nairobi and 24,000 targeted households in 
Mombasa which have lost their incomes and 
livelihoods. Transfers cover at least 50% of the 
minimum food basket for urban populations 
which is aligned to the transfers provided by the 
Government of Kenya in the same areas. Further 
to the recently concluded Market Assessment in 
Mombasa county on 18 September, WFP and County 
representatives started a weekly market and price 
monitoring as of 12 October in Junda, Shonda, 

2 Busia, Homabay, Kakamega, Kisumu, Meru, Migori, Siaya and Tharaka 
Nithi counties
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Figure 2: Weekly retail price changes in Nairobi informal settlements. Source: WFP monitoring
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Key issues influencing food demand, 
availability and prices in the Nairobi informal 
settlement markets

 Prices and availability of cereals, pulses, 
processed and non-food items remained stable 
compared to the previous week ending 4 
October. 

 Price trends fluctuated across the different 
informal settlement markets based on individual 
retailers’ sourcing and selling prices.

 Prices and supplies of fresh produce remained 
stable with the supply of cabbages reported 
to have increased compared to the previous 
week. Some markets reported reduced supplies 
of onions and tomatoes – over time, these 
may cause price increases. In addition, some 
fresh produce commodities including cabbage, 
potatoes, onions and tomatoes face seasonal 
shortages, and resulted in increased sourcing 
prices for retailers.

 Demand for food commodities in most markets 
remains low but is slowly rising. This is due to a 
gradual return of those whom had relocated to 
rural homes from the city.

Retail Price Trends in Urban Areas in the Arid 
Regions 

In the week ending 11 October, the four counties3 
reported a mixed trend in prices (compared to 
the previous week ending 4 October) of dry beans 
and sugar in Isiolo as well as high price inflation in 
the markets with regards to red bulb onions and 
tomatoes in Wajir due to increased sourcing prices 
(as shown in Figure 3). In Marsabit, there were no 
changes in prices as of 11 October compared to the 
previous week ending 4 October.

3 Isiolo, Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir.

© WFP/Alessandro Abbonizio
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ISIOLO (Isiolo town) MARSABIT (Marsabit town) TURKANA (Lodwar town) WAJIR (Wajir town)

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Isiolo 
Town (Isiolo)
 Food supply remained relatively stable as 

availability of fresh produce, processed food 
commodities, pulses and cereals recorded no 
significant changes compared to the previous 
week ending 4 October.

 The prices of commodities displayed mixed 
trends which fluctuated from trader to trader, 
and were greatly influenced by individual traders’ 
acquisition prices and preferred mark-up per 
commodity.

 Dried beans and onions recorded the highest 
price increase of 13% and 20% respectively due 
to increased sourcing prices mainly caused by 
ongoing rains. 

 Wholesale prices of tomatoes had the highest 
price increase from KES 2,000 to KES 2,500 per 
64 kg crate which was attributed to post-harvest 
losses in the county.

Figure 3: Retail price changes in urban markets in the arid counties. Source: WFP Monitoring
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Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Marsabit 
Town (Marsabit)
 Markets remained functional, food supplies were 

constant, and the prices remained stable with 
minimal fluctuations.

 The price of camel products, both meat and milk, 
remained high at KES 400 per kg and KES 120 per 
liter respectively. This was attributed to animals 
grazing far from the community. 

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Lodwar 
Town (Turkana)
 The prices of most key food commodities 

remained relatively stable as compared to the 
previous week ending 4 October.  

 Beans recorded a price decrease of 16% and, as 
of 11 October, the retail price was  KES 87 per 
kg due to changes of variety and quality of the 
commodity. 

 Cabbage also recorded a price decrease of 20% 
to the retail price of KES 80 as a result of high 
supply of the commodity into the county from 
Kitale and Uganda.  

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Wajir 
Town (Wajir)
 The prices, supply and availability of most key 

commodities remained stable throughout the 
week ending 11 October.

 There were notable drops in prices of maize flour 
and wheat flour by 14% and 9% respectively. This 
was attributed to reduced sourcing prices in the 
market.

 Tomato prices in the market also recorded a 
price decrease of 10% compared to the previous 
week ending 4 October. This was due to an 
increased supply from source markets in Meru, 
Isiolo and Ethiopia.

 The prices of sugar and rice increased steadily 
by 15% and 10% compared to the previous 
week ending 4 October. Sugar and rice in Wajir 
county are mainly sourced from markets across 
the border in Somalia; disruptions at the border 
points typically affect the retail prices in Wajir 
county.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Kakuma 
Camp and Kalobeyei Settlement (average)

Figure 4: Retail price trends for key commodities in Kakuma 
and Kalobeyei. Source: WFP Price Monitoring

 Availability and average prices of most food 
commodities remained stable during the week 
ending 11 October. 

 The wholesale price of maize slightly decreased 
in the market from KES 1400 to KES 1300 per 45 
kg bag due to an increased supply from source 
markets in Uganda by truck traders. This led to a 
reduction of retail prices for most retailers in the 
camp. 

 The supply of powder milk is steadily picking 
up. Locally made milk powder from Brookside is 
now being sold in several shops.

 There is enough supply of fresh vegetables 
from the horticultural farms of Kalobeyei and 
Hongkong in Kakuma camp supplying the 
markets of Kakuma and Kalobeyei. 

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Dadaab 
Camp Markets

Figure 5: Retail price trends for key commodities in Dadaab. 
Source: WFP Price Monitoring

© WFP/Alessandro Abbonizio
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 Demand for wheat flour declined in Dadaab 
camp as a result of the ongoing WFP General 
Food Distribution (GFD); wheat flour is part of the 
in-kind food basket in October-November 2020 
distribution. 

 Wheat flour price remaining stable at KES 71 
per kg. 

 The price for rice also remained stable despite 
the commodity being part of the in-kind 
distribution. Traders reported that the majority 
of the beneficiaries opted to buy rice in the 
market.

 There was a significant reduction in the price 
of onions in the week ending 11 October; one 
kg retailed at KES 80 due to supply from source 
markets in Tanzania, Somalia and local markets 
in Kenya (Thika). 

 A price increase for camel milk was recorded in 
the market with one liter of camel milk priced at 
KES 200 as of 11 October. Most buyers are now 
consuming powder milk as an alternative due 
to the high prices of camel milk. The shortage 
of camel milk was due to increased trekking 
distance as animals graze far from the camp 
markets. Meat prices (goat and camel) remained 
stable at KES 400 per kg despite the animals 
grazing far from the market areas. 

Port Operations 
Operations at the Port of Mombasa continued 
normally with no major interruptions for both 
commercial and humanitarian cargoes.

The MV Astoria carrying 8,433 metric tonnes (mt) of 
bagged sorghum for South Sudan, which had arrived 
in Mombasa on 28 September from Port Sudan 
and secured a berth on 1 October, has continued 
to discharge through the week ending 11 October. 
The ship is expected to complete discharge by 

14 October. As of 11 October, 6,918 mt has been 
discharged; this comprises of 2,690 mt delivered 
directly to South Sudan from the vessel at port 
and 4,228 mt shunted to the local warehouse in 
Mombasa. 

MV IVS Kestrel, carrying 22,000 mt of red sorghum 
on board from Australia, is expected to arrive 
in Mombasa on 22 October. The vessel will be 
discharged into the silo in Mombasa at Grain Bulk 
Handlers Limited.

Kenya and East African 
Community Border Operations
Malaba (Kenya-Uganda border) Operations at 
the border continued very slowly through the week 
ending 11 October. However, there were some 
improvements noticed on the clearing of outbound 
trucks to Uganda with the queue estimated at 35 
kilometers (km) on 11 October compared to 63 km 
on 4 October on the Kenya side. A total of 1,048 
trucks were cleared on 10 October. The quick 
clearance was partly facilitated by the agreement 
to fast-track trucks carrying cement clinker from 
Mombasa and those terminating their trips at 
Tororo where the majority cement factories are 
located.

Reports from the border indicate that the Ministry 
of Health delivered a batch of reagents and samples 
are taken at the border. From 9 to 11 October, 200 
samples are taken daily. Before the strike on 25 
October, 300 samples were taken on a daily basis. 
Results are delivered after 24 hours and drivers can 
proceed to Uganda. The Government of Uganda has 
reduced the testing costs from USD 65 to USD 50 for 
drivers who wish to be tested in on the Uganda side 
of the border. 

© WFP/Mombasa 
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© TradeMarkEast Africa - Malaba

In Uganda, drivers must show a printed copy of their 
COVID-19 digital certificate as the Ugandan police 
at checkpoints do not have access to the Regional 
Electronic Cargo and Driver Tracking System 
(RECDTS). Uganda’s Ministry of Health aims to 
onboard relevant officials, especially the local police, 
in the week of 12 October. The RECDTS mobile 
application is used to track COVID-19 test results of 
drivers across East Africa and to generate digital test 
certificates of drivers.

Considering these challenges, a mission led by the 
Ministry of Health, together with Kenya Revenue 
Authority (KRA), WFP, Trade Mark East Africa (TMEA), 
United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS), 
and European Union representatives, will take place 
on 12 October for one week to jointly assess the 
proposed sites and to validate the draft concept 
for establishment of COVID-19 testing laboratories 
along the Northern Corridor.

Busia and Lwakhakha (Kenya-Uganda border) 
Operations at Busia border continued to improve 
compared to the previous week ending 4 October. 
The queue reduced from 19 km as of 4 October 
to 17 km on 11 October on the Kenya side of the 
border. Busia also received reagents and more are 
expected to be received in the the week starting on 
12 October. 

The queue reduced from 1,500 trucks as of 9 
October to a total of 700 trucks for clearance on 
10 October. Some drivers still arrive without test 
certificates despite numerous sentization activities. 

Lunga-Lunga and Isebania (Kenya-Tanzania 
border) There were no major changes reported 
in the week ending 11 October. Operations were 
reported normal with transhipment and driver relay 
working well. 

Namanga (Kenya-Tanzania border) There were 
no major changes reported in the week ending 11 
October. Operations were reported normal with 
transhipment and driver relay working well.

Taveta, Loitokitok (Kenya-Tanzania border) 
No major changes in the week ending 11 October. 
Operations were reported normal with transhipment 
and driver relay working well.

Lokichoggio / Nadapal (Kenya-South Sudan 
border) No major challenges reported in the week 
ending 11 October. Operations continued as normal 
with security escorts provided for all convoys.   

Moyale (Kenya-Ethiopia border) The border 
remained closed for pedestrian traffic. Only driver 
relay or transhipment were allowed at the customs 
yards on both sides of the border in Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 

Mandera, El Wak, Diff (Kenya-Somalia border) 
These borders remain officially closed.

Transport Operations
Inland transport operations proceeded well with 
adequate fleet and favourable weather condition 
in the country. WFP delivered 1,226 mt through the 
week ending 11 October for Kenya’s Refugee, Relief 
and Resilience programmes. 

Overland transport deliveries from Mombasa and 
Nairobi to the region were 2,113 mt through the 
week ending 11 October. 

On 2 October, WFP Kenya started uplift of Super 
Cereal from Equatorial Nut Processors (ENP) in 
Maragua, Muranga County to Nazareth for WFP 
Ethiopia. As of 11 October, a total of 28 trucks 
were loaded with 706 mt. As of 11 October, the 
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© EA Corridor  - Malaba Border

If you would like more 
information, please contact 
antonio.salort-pons@wfp.org  or
emmanuel.bigenimana@wfp.org

© WFP

first batch of nine trucks with 242 mt already arrived 
at Moyale border and cargo was transhipped to 
Ethiopian registered trucks. The balance of 19 trucks 
loaded on 8 and 9 October is expected in Moyale on 
12 to 13 October after awaiting completion of customs 
formalities and undertaking the journey from Maragua. 
WFP transporter has organized for transhipment 
operation in Moyale with Ethiopian transporters as part 
of the transport package for end to end delivery from 
Maragua to Nazareth. Kenyan trucks are not allowed 
to cross into Ethiopia according to regulations from the 
Government of Ethiopia unless they have secured a 
permit in advance from Ethiopia’s Ministry of Transport. 
Likewise, Ethiopian registered trucks are not allowed 
to entry into Kenya as per the Government of Kenya’s 
regulations. 

The uplift of 569 mt of white sorghum and 73 mt of 
maize through local purchase from various farmer 
groups in Eldoret, Migori, Homa Bay and Meru counties 
will commence on 12 October. WFP will closely monitor 
the uplift to ensure quality is maintained from the 
farms to beneficiaries. WFP has planned to upscale the 
quantity of local procurement in Kenya from small-
holder farmer groups as part of the food systems 
agenda.

Two WFP all-terrain vehicles known as SHERPs, which 
arrived in Nairobi on 3 October, were fully assembled to 
be used for driver trainings to be conducted between 12 
to 13 October.

Air Transport

UNHAS Flights:  UNHAS operated a VVIP charter flight 
to Isiolo on 9 October. The VVIP, Her Highness Princess 
Sarah Zeid of Jordan, is a special WFP partner and was in 
Kenya to visit WFP activities.

UNHAS-managed ECHO Flight: The scheduled cargo 
flight on 5 October was cancelled due to insufficient 
bookings. 

National Supply Chain Task Force 
and Service Provision
WFP continued to deliver UNOPS Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) to the region, destined to Uganda 
and Malawi, with dispatches through the week ending 
11 October. Dispatches to Uganda and South Sudan 
are expected in the coming week ending 18 October 
while dispatches to Ethiopia, Somalia and Djibouti 
will commence after import permits are issued from 
Ethiopia.

In the week ending 11 October, the Ministry of Health 
received 600 test kits and reagents for Abort Machines 
which were distributed last week to the laboratories 
using these machines. This helped ease the congestion 
of truck queues in Busia and Malaba. The Kenya 
Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) laboratory in 
Kisumu remains slow to process test results (a rate of 
500 tests per day). 

The World Health Organization (WHO)’s shipment of 
30,432 test kits and 30,400 extraction kits from the 
Republic of Korea arrived on 10 October. As of 11 
October, the kits were under clearance processes and 
will be delivered to KEMRI where counties are required 
to pick up their portion at their own cost.


