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Situation Update 

The long rains season (March to May) 2017 ceased over most 
parts of the country by the end of May, apart from western, 
coastal and parts of central highlands where rainfall continued 
into June. The rainfall started late, with most places remaining 
unusually sunny and dry throughout March. There was heavy 
rainfall in April and May, causing flooding in some locations 
particularly in the coastal areas. Rainfall distribution was poor and 
uneven, and total amount received was mostly 50 – 75 percent of 
normal. 
 
The mid-season assessment conducted in May estimates that 
between 3 and 3.5 million people in arid and semi-arid areas 
(ASAL) are likely to struggle to find enough food to eat from 
August 2017, up from 2.6 million in February. The deterioration is 
because poor crop harvests are expected in marginal agriculture 
areas, and regeneration pasture and browse to support livestock 
production in pastoral areas is likely to be below average.  Other 
causes of increased food insecurity include: (i) maize infestation 
by Fall and African armyworm; (ii) a steep increase in prices of 
staple foods; and (iii) resource-based conflicts. Detailed 
assessments for the long rains season will be conducted in July.  

Routine screening in sentinel sites (part of the early warning 
system) showed there were more children being identified with 
acute malnutrition compared to average. Additionally, mass 
screenings of children were conducted in Baringo, Kajiado, Kilifi, 
Laikipia, Marsabit, Samburu, Tana River, Turkana and West 
Pokot. Of those screened, 7 percent had severe wasting and 25 
percent had moderate wasting. The mass screenings and 
deterioration of the nutrition situation, coupled with increased 
community outreach services, led to more children being 
admitted into treatment programmes.   

 

Government’s Response 

The State Department of Special Programmes continued providing 
in-kind food transfers to 2.6 million drought-affected people in 23 
counties. Preparations to provide 1.6 million of these beneficiaries 
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in 13 counties with an electronic cash transfer 
continued. WFP is providing technical assistance to 
support the targeting and registration of affected 
people. By mid-June, community-based targeting of 
the 270,000 households (1.6 million people) was 
completed. WFP, the Government and the mobile 
money services provider also conducted a 
simulation exercise in Kitui to test the systems and 
processes before full rollout. The next steps are to 
register the households electronically, and transfer 
the cash once it is received from government 
accounts. The families will be linked to the 
Government’s single registry for social protection, 
which will allow their data to be stored for future 
scale ups in response to drought and other shocks, 
and potential inclusion in other social protection 
programmes.  

 

WFP’s Response 

Relief and Asset Creation for Resilience   

 
WFP reached 594,500 people with in-kind food and 
cash-based transfers through the asset creation for 
livelihood activities. In addition, WFP extended relief 
food assistance to families in Mandera and Marsabit 
counties during the post-harvest month of May; the 
rest of the targeted arid counties will receive relief 
assistance in subsequent months.  
 
In May, WFP, FAO, the County Government of Kilifi, 
World Vision and Vision Fund launched the Kenya 
Youth Economic Empowerment Project in Kilifi. The 
project builds on WFP’s asset creation for livelihood 
activities, and aims to address youth access to 
gainful employment through farming. The pilot 
project will target 400 youth initially, by engaging 
them in horticulture and poultry value chains. If 
successful, it will be significantly scaled up in Kilifi 
and expanded to Baringo and Makueni counties. 
and Baringo counties. 
 

 

Nutrition Interventions  

 
WFP reached 35,700 children with ready-to-use 
supplementary food to treat moderate acute 
malnutrition (wasting) in children aged 6-59 
months. In addition, 29,000 pregnant and lactating 
women received vegetable oil from WFP, and 
SuperCereal from the Government. Besides the 
food, the beneficiaries and/or their caretakers 
received nutrition messaging and counselling, 
growth monitoring, immunization and vitamin A 
supplementation.   

The first distributions of SuperCereal Plus, a 
specialized nutritious food for preventing acute 
malnutrition took place in Turkana North (Turkana) 
and North Horr (Marsabit). WFP and partners (Save 
the Children and Concern Worldwide) reached 
35,600 pregnant and lactating women and children 
aged 6-59 months; full rollout is planned in July 

targeting 545,000 women and children in five 
counties.  Health education sessions including infant 
and young child feeding practices, proper utilization 
of the specialised nutritious foods, and hygiene 
information were given. More funding is however 
required to cover needs beyond August 2017. 

  
 
School Meals   
 
 

WFP resumed school feeding activities across the 
arid counties, reaching over 512,000 children in 
May. The Government-led home-grown school 
feeding programme covered a further 1.1 million 
children in arid and semi-arid areas. An increase in 
enrolment and regular attendance is evident in 
many schools - attributed in part to the resumption 
of the daily hot school meal. 
 

 
 
Capacity Strengthening 
 

WFP trained county government officers in charge of 
education, disaster management, public health and 
nutrition on downstream humanitarian supply chain 
management. Topics covered included food store 
management, transport and distribution planning, 
food quality assurance and control.  

 
WFP developed an interim food transfers tracking 
tool for the State Department of Special 
Programmes. A more robust web-based tracking 
system that will enhance accountability and 
transparency in management and reporting of in-
kind food transfers by national and county 
governments is also being developed.  
 
WFP distributed 70 tablet devices and mobile 
phones to support paperless data collection for 
drought early warning information in Baringo, 
Samburu, Marsabit and Wajir; the National Drought 
Management Authority (NDMA) will provide the 
tablet devices to the rest of the targeted counties. 
NDMA’s field monitors and analysts responsible for 
data collection, analysis and management in all the 
23 ASAL counties were trained. Paperless data 
collection will ensure near-real time data 
transmission and analysis, improve data quality and 
make information accessible to external users for 
decision-making through a web platform. 

 

Contacts 

 

For more information, please contact:  

Deputy Country Director – Programmes: 
paul.turnbull@wfp.org  
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pauline.maingi@wfp.org  
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