
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

5,816 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 1.98 m cash-based transfers made 

US$ 46.9 m six months (August 2018 – January 

2019) net funding requirements 

0.9 m people assisted  

in July 2018 
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July 2018    
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Kenya is transforming rapidly, and the country achieved lower-

middle-income status in 2014. Social and economic inequalities 

persist, with significant challenges to food and nutrition security 

driven by rapid population growth, climate change, stagnating 

agricultural production, gender inequalities and underperforming 

food systems. Agriculture remains the main economic driver, 

although 80 percent of the land is either arid or semi-arid.  

Over one-third of Kenyans live below the poverty line. The most 

severe conditions exist in the arid north, which is underdeveloped, 

drought-prone and often disrupted by local conflicts. There is high 

undernourishment, with global acute malnutrition among children 

6 - 59 months often exceeding the “critical” threshold of 15 

percent. Stunting is above 25 percent in some counties. Net 

enrolment in primary education in arid counties is still below 50 

percent.  

Opportunities to address these challenges include increased 

government investments in agriculture and social sectors, the 

devolution of service delivery to counties, new technologies and an 

inclusive and equitable policy base. 

Kenya hosts a large population of refugees, mainly in camps 

located in Garissa and Turkana counties. Unable to work or move 

freely, refugees are highly dependent on international assistance.  

 

 
2015 Human Development Index: 148 

out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 1.1 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

WFP handed over implementation of school feeding 

activities to the Government of Kenya in July 2018. The 

transition from an externally-funded programme to a fully 

nationally owned, led and resourced Home-Grown School 

Meals Programme (HGSMP) started in 2009. The 

Government of Kenya and WFP have been jointly working 

towards establishing this national flagship programme 

which now provides support to over 1.5 million primary 

school children. WFP will continue to provide the 

government with technical assistance and capacity 

strengthening support to sustainably expand the 

programme and realise the goals outlined in the recently 

launched National School meals and Nutrition Strategy.  

 

In July, WFP reached 386,996 (47 percent female and 69 

percent 18 years and below) refugees in Dadaab, Kakuma 

and Kalobeyei refugee camps and 3,166 (72 percent 

female, and 30 percent 18 years and below) asylum 

seekers from Ethiopia in Moyale, Marsabit County with 

food assistance. In addition, voluntary repatriation of 

refugees by road resumed in Dadaab refugee camp after 

ten months. A total of 5,055 (50 percent female and 61 

percent 18 years and below) individuals have been 

repatriated since the beginning of 2018. 

 

WFP and Oxford University recently completed a three-

year study in July 2018, Self-Reliance in Kalobeyei? Socio-

Economic outcomes for refugees in North- West Kenya. The 

new report compares socio-economic outcomes for newly 

arrived refugees in the new Kalobeyei settlement with 

those in the neighbouring, older Kakuma camps; and 

offers policy recommendations into how to improve self-

reliance outcomes for refugees across the region. 

 

Together with the National Drought Management 

Authority (NDMA) and UNDP, WFP provided technical and 

financial support to the County Government of Marsabit in 

the multi-hazard scenario contingency planning. The 

objective was to ensure that the emergency preparedness 

and response systems and procedures were regularly 

updated and tested.   

 

Contact info: Lara Fossi (WFP.Kenya@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Annalisa Conte 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Kenya 

 

51% 49% 

Credit: WFP/Peter Otieno 

Caption: Asylum seekers from Ethiopia walking away with 

their food assistance at the Moyale distribution point, 

Moyale sub-county, Marsabit County.  
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https://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/self-reliance-kalobeyei-socio-economic-outcomes-refugees-north-west-kenya
https://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/self-reliance-kalobeyei-socio-economic-outcomes-refugees-north-west-kenya
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WFP supported the review of the Disaster Risk 

Management policy for Kilifi County, which aims to 

ensure that disaster risk reduction and climate change 

adaptation was included in the county integrated 

development plans and budgets. 
 

Resource mobilization in support of the Country 

Strategic Plan (CSP) 2018-2023 are ongoing with various 

donors, and funding proposals are being developed for 

both Strategic Outcome 2 and 3. WFP together with the 

National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) 

reviewed the guidelines for the community based 

participatory planning and household targeting. These 

will be implemented in the next few months to identify 

resilience projects in the CSP phase. 

Monitoring 

WFP’s complaints and feedback mechanism through the 

toll-free hotline registered 335 calls (47 percent from 

female beneficiaries). Most calls were enquiries related 

to the cash transfer programmes. Ninety-eight percent 

of the cases were resolved and closed within two weeks. 

The June-July 2018 nutrition surveys were completed: in 

Turkana and Marsabit the prevalence of Global Acute 

Malnutrition is still above the emergency threshold of 

15 percent. Results for Mandera, Wajir and Baringo 

counties will be released alongside the Long Rains 

Assessment findings in August. 

Challenges 

Kakuma refugee camp has so far recorded 95 cases of 

scurvy by the end of July 2018, this is a significant 

increase from 45 cases in March 2018. Adolescent South 

Sudanese boys residing in Kakuma 1/Zone 3 are most 

affected.  Anaemia (likely iron deficiency) has also been 

confirmed, as well as calcium deficiency which is 

suspected for most of the boys. WFP, UNHCR and the 

International Rescue Committee have prioritised the 

continued treatment of confirmed cases with high dose 

vitamin C and multi-micronutrients; blanket 

supplementation of vitamin C to the ‘at risk’ group 

(scurvy cases and their household/group members); a 

social and behaviour change communication campaign 

to promote dietary diversity; and the implementation of 

a food voucher programme for six months.  

Refugees continued to receive reduced rations due to 

funding shortfalls. With the current funding outlook, 

WFP will prioritise general distributions - which benefit 

all 425,000 refugees in Dadaab, Kakuma and Kalobeyei 

camps (in-kind and cash-based transfers) - and the 

treatment of acute malnutrition for children and 

mothers enrolled in nutrition programmes. The overall 

food ration meets 85 percent of the recommended 

amount.  

Donors 
Australia, Canada, Germany, Hungary, Private Donors, 

Russia, Switzerland, USA  

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2023) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

87.3 m 44.7 m 46.9 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees and asylum seekers living in camps and 

settlements and populations affected by natural and human-caused 

disasters have access to adequate food to meet their food and nutrition 

needs throughout the year. 
Focus area:  Strategic outcome 1 focuses on crisis response, is aligned with 

WFP Strategic Result 1 – “Everyone has access to food” – and SDG target 2.1 and 

contributes to SDGs 1 and 3. 

Activities:  

• Activity 1: Provide food assistance and nutrient-rich commodities 

to refugees, along with SBCC and support for self-reliance 

activities in camps and settlement areas. 

• Activity 2: Provide food assistance and nutrient-rich commodities 

– complemented by SBCC – to vulnerable Kenyan populations in 

order to meet acute food needs. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Targeted smallholder producers and food-insecure, 

vulnerable populations benefit from more sustainable, inclusive food 

systems and increased resilience to climate shocks enabling them to meet 

their food and nutrition needs by 2023. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 2 focuses on resilience, is aligned with WFP 

Strategic Result 4 and SDG target 2.4 and contributes to the achievement of 

SDGs 1, 3, 5, 9 and 10. 

Activities:  

• Activity 3: Create assets and transfer knowledge, skills and climate 

risk management tools to food-insecure households. 

• Activity 4: Facilitate access to markets and provide technical 

expertise in supply chain management to smallholder farmers 

and retailers 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacity to implement 

the SDGs. 

Strategic Outcome 3: National and county institutions in Kenya have 

strengthened capacity and systems to assist food-insecure and 

nutritionally vulnerable populations by 2023. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 3 focuses on root causes, is aligned with WFP 

Strategic Result 5 – “Capacity strengthening” – and SDG target 17.9 and 

contributes to SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10. 

Activities:  

• Activity 5: Engage in strengthening the capacities of national and 

county institutions in the areas of disaster risk management, 

food assistance programmes, nutrition services and social safety 

nets. 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the 

SDGs. 

Strategic Outcome 4: Government, humanitarian and development 

partners in Kenya have access to and benefit from effective and cost-

efficient logistics services, including air transport, common coordination 

platforms and improved commodity supply chains, when needed. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 4 focuses on crisis response and is aligned with 

WFP Strategic Result 8 – “Partnerships” – and SDG target 17.16. 

Activities:  

• Activity 6: Provide humanitarian air services for partners. 

• Activity 7: Provide health supply chain services for partners.  

 

 


