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Resourcing Update 
6 Months (May—Oct 2017) Net Funding Requirements 

Country Project USD 6 months requirements % 
funding 
shortfall 

Total Net funding 

require-

ments 
Somalia PRRO 200844 343 million 290 million 85% 

Somalia SO 200924 

(UNHAS) 
9.3 million 700,000 8% 

Kenya PRRO 200736 

(Relief) 
74.8 million 30.2 million 40% 

Kenya CP 200680 
(School Feed-

ing) 

10.2 million 0 0% 

Ethiopia WFP-GOE Relief 473.7 million 345.8 million 73% 

WFP TSF MAM 43.3 million 29.8 million 69% 

WFP PSNP 22.7 million 5.2 million 23% 

PRRO 200700 
(Refugees) 

64.2 million 17.6 million 27% 

WFP East & Central Africa 

Horn of Africa Drought Crisis 

Situation Report #05 
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Distribution of Plumpy'Doz for the prevention/treatment of moderate malnutrition in children in Dolow, 

Somalia    

Situation Update 
 Late season rains intensified across the region in late 

April and early May. The increased rainfall is expected 
to improve cropping prospects, pasture and water 
availability in southern Somalia, as well as in the 
cropping and pastoral areas of Kenya, and the 
Southern Belg producing areas of Ethiopia.  However, 
these rains also caused localized flooding in Kenya 
resulting in property damage and livestock deaths 
especially in Marsabit and Isiolo Counties, which are 
among the counties worst hit by drought, impeding 
recovery and limiting the ability to mitigate future 
shocks by the drought-affected households.   

 An infestation of fall army worm is spreading across 
East Africa, particularly in parts of western and south-
eastern Kenya, south-western Ethiopia, Uganda and 
Tanzania. If uncontrolled, the already severe damage 
on crops caused by the fall army worm has the 
potential to significantly reduce harvests, placing 
further pressure on food availability and prices. 
Governments have put in place measures to curb the 
spread of the infestation and minimise its damage. 

 Despite the onset of late season rains in parts of 
Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia, the food security and 
nutrition situation remains a significant concern. WFP 
continues to scale up its response to meet the 
immediate food needs of those affected by the 
drought through in-kind and cash-based transfers 
under the relief, nutrition and school meals 
programmes in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia.  

 Drought-related displacement of people continues to 
increase in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya. In Somalia, 
a total of 683,000 people have been displaced since 
November 2016. According to OCHA, in Ethiopia, 
116,660 people have been displaced since the 
beginning of the year in Somali region alone, while 
38,660 people are displaced in Isiolo and Baringo 
Counties of Kenya.  

 On market analyses, the prices of local staples remain 
well above average in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia. 
In Ethiopia, the price of maize is reported to be 48 
percent higher than last year due to an expected poor 
Belg harvest caused by low rainfall and an infestation 
of fall army worm in the south western areas. In 
Kenya, maize prices increased sharply in April 
because of supply shortages caused by a poor 2016 
short-rains harvest and an anticipated poor long-rains 
harvest in 2017 due to low and erratic rainfall and fall 
army worm. In Somalia, maize and sorghum prices 
remained relatively stable in April in many markets.  

 

 In Numbers 
13.5 million people in Somalia (3.2 million), Kenya 
(2.6 million) and Ethiopia (7.8 million) face crisis and 
emergency levels of food insecurity. 

2.3 million people reached by WFP in Somalia in 
April under the relief, nutrition and school meals     
programmes. 

1.9 million people reached by WFP in Ethiopia’s So-
mali region in April under the relief programme. 

1.3 million people in Kenya targeted by WFP through 
relief, asset creation and nutrition interventions.  

Highlights 
 WFP urgently needs a total of USD 719.3 million for 

operations in Ethiopia (USD 398.4 million), Somalia 
(USD 290.7 million) and Kenya (USD 30.2 million) 
from May to October for the drought response.  

 Food security situation continues to deteriorate. In 
Ethiopia, the Government revised the number of HRD 
relief beneficiaries up from 5.6 million to 7.8 million. In 
Somalia, the number of people facing crisis and 
emergency (IPC 3 and 4 food security levels) has 
increased from 2.9 million to 3.2 million.   

 In Ethiopia, 116,660 people have been displaced since 
the beginning of the year in Somali region alone.  
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WFP Response by Country 

Somalia 

Latest findings of assessments conducted in April 2017 
by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
(FSNAU), indicate a deteriorating food security 
situation. The number of people in crisis and 
emergency (Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) 
Phase 3 and 4) has increased from 2.9 million to 3.2 
million people.   

Insecurity in southern and central Somalia continues to 
impact humanitarian operations and is hampering the 
delivery of critical assistance to drought-affected 
households. WFP is airlifting specialized nutritious 
foods, High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) and other food 
commodities for immediate relief in hard-to-reach 
locations in southern Somalia. 

In April, WFP reached 2.3 million people with in-kind 
and cash-based transfers under the relief, nutrition and 
school meals programmes. Of these, 400,000 children 
under five years, pregnant and nursing mothers were 
reached through prevention of moderate acute 
malnutrition activities and 273,000 children under five 
years, pregnant and nursing mothers through 
treatment of moderate acute malnutrition activities.  

Despite the late onset and below average levels of the 
April to June Gu rainfall, pasture and water resources 
have begun to improve and it is expected that 
livestock body conditions will slowly increase. If the Gu 
rains continue in May and June, the food security 
situation in the agro-pastoralist areas is expected to 
show signs of improvement by August.  

Drought-related displacements remain a serious 
concern. UNHCR reports, indicate that 683,000 people 
have been displaced since November 2016, mainly 
leaving rural areas and moving to urban areas. The 
majority of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) are 
in Mogadishu and Baidoa.  

Kenya 

The Kenya Meteorological Department reports that 
rainfall was generally depressed in March and April, as 
predicted. However, during the first week of May, 
rainfall was heavy, causing localized flooding. The 
increased rain is likely to improve pasture and water 
availability in arid and semi-arid areas in the coming 
weeks. The weather forecast indicates that several 
parts of Kenya, particularly central, western and the 
coast will continue to receive heavy rain throughout 
May. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and FAO are reporting that 
an outbreak of Fall Army Worm is affecting over 
140,000 hectares of maize in western and southern 
Kenya. If uncontrolled, Fall Army Worm has the 
potential to greatly reduce harvests, placing further 
pressure on food availability and prices. 

In March and April, WFP reached 370,000 people in 
arid counties participating in asset creation livelihood 
activities for project work completed in February-
March.  WFP has adequate resources to meet relief 
needs during the post-harvest months of May and June 
in arid counties, months in which WFP would not 
normally provide transfers. In the semi-arid counties of 
Kitui, Makueni, Kilifi, Taita Taveta and Kwale, WFP is 
increasing the amount transferred to each family from 
USD20 to USD25 per month in order to cushion against 
further food insecurity or price increases.  

WFP and Government continue to implement treatment 
of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) targeting 
children under five years, pregnant and nursing women 
in the arid counties. In May, support will be scaled up 
to cover semi-arid counties. In addition, WFP continues 
to mobilise resources to start a prevention of MAM 
activity targeting all children under five years, 
pregnant and nursing women in five of the most  
 

 
 
 
affected counties, which have critical or very critical 
GAM levels (>20 percent), namely Turkana, Marsabit, 
Mandera, Isiolo and Baringo (East Pokot). Based on 
available funding and GAM prevalence, WFP prioritized 
Turkana North and Kibish in Turkana County, as well 
as North Horr and Laisamis in Marsabit County.  

Ethiopia 

The food security situation in the southern belt of 
Ethiopia continues to deteriorate, and the number of 
people in need of relief assistance increased to 7.78 
million from 5.6 million in the first quarter of 2017, 
and is expected to heighten further in the second half 
of the year. The additional 2.18 million people live in 
Amhara, Oromia and the Southern Nations 
Nationalities and People’s Regions (SNNPR).  

In the second round of food distributions for 2017, WFP 
assisted 1.96 million people, including 50,000 pastoralists 
displaced by the drought, with in-kind transfers under the 
relief programme. In addition, WFP is planning to provide 
USD 1.8 million in the form of cash-based transfers to 
253,622 people affected by drought in the Oromia and 
Amhara regions, where markets have adequate supplies 
of food from the 2016 Meher harvest.  

As a result of funding shortfalls, WFP and the 
Government of Ethiopia have food stocks only up to 
the end of June. Even if new resources materialize 
now, given an average lead-time of 3 months to 
procure and ensure food is in-country for distributions, 
the food will only arrive in the country in August/
September. Contributions are needed urgently to help 
fill projected pipeline gaps.  

High GAM levels remain a key challenge in most of the 
drought affected regions. To address the high GAM levels, 
WFP has developed a regional response plan with five 
modalities of response: (i) introduction of blanket 
supplementary feeding programme and inclusion of 
SuperCereal Plus in the relief rations for 35 percent of 
relief beneficiaries; (ii) distribution of specialised nutritious 
foods for treatment of MAM using mobile health and 
nutrition teams; (iii) linking MAM treatment with 
treatment of severe acute malnutrition; (iv) supporting 
temporary treatment centres providing integrated health 
and nutrition services run  by UNICEF; and (v) supporting 
static health clinics providing integrated health and 
nutrition services by the Government.   

 
Donors  
We thank the swift and generous support of the 
following donors: Austria, Australia, Canada, CERF, 
China, Denmark, ECHO, Ethiopia, Finland, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Kenya, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, UN Other Funds 
and Agencies (excl. CERF) and USA.   
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