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Situation Update 
 

• A 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti on 

Saturday 14 August. Over 2,200 people died 
while over 12,200 were injured and 
130,000 homes were destroyed or 
damaged. Food, shelter and hygiene continue 
to be the most pressing needs among those 

who lost their homes and livelihoods.  
• It is estimated that 650,000 people (40 

percent of the 1.6 million people living in the 
affected departments) need emergency 
assistance. 

• Security remains a major concern and 

challenge to further scale up deliveries. WFP is 
working with all actors, including the DGPC and 
local authorities, to sensitize distribution agents 
on crowd control measures during distributions. 

• At the request of local authorities, WFP 

distributed food for some 15,000 people in 
deprived neighbourhoods in the city of Les 
Cayes on 31 August. Distribution was aimed at 
supporting the most vulnerable population of 
the city, while easing tensions arising from the 

violence and longer- term effects of the 
earthquake. Distributions were planned in six 
different locations simultaneously. One 
distribution had to be cancelled due to security 
concerns. In the other sites, large gatherings of 
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In Numbers 
 

• 2,207 fatalities 

• 12,268 people injured 

• 130,000 homes damaged 

or destroyed 

• 650,000 people affected  

• 300,000 people targeted 

with food assistance 

• 82,000 people received 

WFP assistance since the 

earthquake and 37,554 

hot meals served 

Highlights 

• Due to the scale and complexity of the emergency, WFP 
requested the escalation of the earthquake response to a 

Level 2 (L2) emergency.   
• WFP is currently activating an internal loaning 

mechanism to procure food to continue reaching the 
most affected populations. 

• The General Directorate for Civil Protection (DGPC) 
announced the end of Search and Rescue operations on 2 

September. US forces departed Haiti on 2 September.  
• Security situation is deteriorating in the capital with 

national road #2 blocked on 2 September. Convoys 
resumed on 3 September, but situation remains 

precarious. Nonetheless, WFP continues reaching 
those most in need and stands ready to activate 
contingency actions, including scaling up 

transportation by barge, to ensure the provision of 
life-saving assistance. 

 

 

Photo: WFP convoy of food assistance left Les Cayes for a distribution in Maniche, to provide food supplies to 5,000 people on 23 August.  
©WFP/Alexis Masciarelli 
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the population, combined with hostile 
movements by external actors, led to the 
disruption of distributions in two sites where 

some food was looted.  Nonetheless, WFP was 
able to reach over 10,000 people, its highest 
caseload in a single day since the earthquake. 

• In addition, sudden restrictions of movement 
and road blockages, caused by criminal activity 
and control of key routes from Port-au-Prince, 

are disrupting the transportation of relief cargo, 
with the risk of impeding access to the south- 
western part of the country. Considering such 
risk, WFP stands ready to activate contingency 
actions, including sea transportation to ensure 

the uninterrupted supply of lifesaving 
assistance.  

• Despite logistics and security challenges, WFP 
continues to be on the front line of the 
response, organizing simultaneous daily 
distributions in rural and hard to reach areas.  

• WFP is leading the multisectoral response, now 
shifted from the national to a field level 
coordination, extending its arrangements with 
communities for the targeting of affected 
populations and distribution planning, as well 

as with authorities for convoy escorts to 
facilitate joint distributions of food and non-
food items (NFIs) with IOM and UNICEF. 

 

WFP Response 

 Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 

• 300,000 people are in need of food 
assistance in the affected areas. WFP was 
already assisting 146,500 food insecure 
people through its ongoing response prior 

to the earthquake (mix of in-kind and cash) 
and now seeks to cover an additional 
148,000 people affected by the 
earthquake.  

• Since the earthquake, WFP already 

reached a total of 82,000 people, with 
871 metric tons (mt) of food and nearly 
USD 300,000 in cash-based transfers in 
the Sud, Nippes and Grande-Anse 

departments.  

• So far, WFP has provided 37,554 hot meals 
to patients, family members and staff in 
hospitals and people internally displaced in 
temporary shelters in Beaumont, Duchity, 
Jeremie, and Les Cayes. WFP is now 

partnering with World Central Kitchen to scale 
up its hot meal servings.  

• WFP is currently designing an early 
recovery programme focusing on Cash For 

Work to support vulnerable population in 
remote and inaccessible areas in prompt 
early-recovery and restoration of local food 
production.  

 
 
 

 
      WFP, UNICEF, IOM joint distribution in Cavaillon  

• WFP also contributes to work on the Post 
Disaster Needs Assessment efforts to 

evaluate damages, losses and needs after 
the earthquake.  

• Alongside UNICEF, UNOPS, the World Bank, 
donors and the Haitian Government, WFP will 
estimate needs and possible joint 

interventions to ensure the rapid 
rehabilitation of schools damaged during the 
earthquake. 250 schools located in the 
affected areas participate in the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA)-funded 
school feeding programme, serving 40,000 

students. The new academic year will start on 
4 October in affected areas (20 September in 
the rest of the country).   

 

Common Services 

Logistics Sector  

• WFP Logistics Sector is actively present to offer 
information management and coordination 

services linking humanitarians to a joint 
strategy directed at Haiti’s logistical challenges. 
The Logistics Sector provides an updated  
interactive access constraints map. 

• WFP organizes daily convoys of humanitarian 
assistance to the Grande-Anse and Sud 

departments, all secured and escorted by Haiti 
National Police.    

• To date, 15 convoys have been dispatched 
from Port-au-Prince to Les Cayes with 164 
vehicles in support of 36 partners. In line with 

sectoral needs assessments, the logistic sector 
is currently prioritizing shelter followed by food 
cargo movements. 

• A barge service is also available to partners to 
further facilitate transport to the coastal areas. 
WFP is currently scaling its sea transport 

capacity to increase the supplies of relief cargo 
to Miragoane, Jeremie, and Les Cayes, as well 
as isolated coastal villages. 

 

 

https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=hti
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 Emergency Telecommunications 

• Emergency telecommunications specialists 
from several agencies and NGOs deployed 
within days of the earthquake to install a VHF 
tower and internet connexion at Government 
operation centers, United Nations facilities, 
NGO compounds and guest houses to ensure 

relief workers have access to connectivity and 
security communication set ups. In addition, a 
Push To Talk (PTT) network is being set up for 
WFP to ensure staff has reliable communication 
system in place when deploying to most remote 

areas.  

 UN Humanitarian Air Service 

 

• Since 14 August, UNHAS has increased 
rotations on the South route with 2 to 3 flights 
per day (from Port-au-Prince to Les Cayes and 

Jeremie) to respond to the immediate 
deployment of medical staff and supplies. So 
far, UNHAS has transported: 551 passengers, 
and urgent relief supply (medicines, surgery 
kits, field sterilization and other assorted 

medical items) to affected areas.  Since the 
earthquake, 29 flights, 11.8 mt of cargo have 
been transported between Port au Prince, 
Jeremie and Les Cayes. 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

• WFP is supporting the Government on an 
Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) 

in Grande-Anse, Nippes, and Sud departments 
to better inform the response. Preliminary 
results expected next week. Initial findings 
indicate that food prices are on the rise, with 
shortages of certain imported and locally 

produced commodities. Markets are being 
impacted by the already low purchasing power 
of households, lack of access to credit, high 
cost of transport, limited circulation of 
liquidities and growing insecurity.    
  

• WFP is also assessing the market capacity in the 
affected regions to gradually transition to cash-
based transfers, subject to market 

functionality, availability of financial service 
providers and improvement of the security 
conditions. 

• WFP deployed monitoring teams to ensure 

adequate targeting and distributions to the 

most vulnerable and is conducting beneficiary 
satisfaction surveys. Preliminary results of hot 

meals distribution in Les Cayes show 92 percent 
satisfaction on quantity and quality. 

 

Resource Mobilization and 
Partnerships  

• Thanks to the generous support and 
contributions from donors, since the 
earthquake, WFP has reached over 80,000 
people in the most affected areas. 

• A United Nations Flash Appeal calling for USD 
187.3 million (USD 40 million for food security) 
prioritizing shelter, food, safe water, and 
sanitation was launched on 25 August.   

• To continue scaling-up and sustain its 

emergency response operations, WFP urgently 
requires USD 26.4 million to provide food 
assistance as well as common services to other 
humanitarian actors in the country and 
strengthen emergency telecommunications.   

Contacts  

Country Director: Pierre Honnorat, 

pierre.honnorat@wfp.org  

Communications Officer: Emilie Guibergues, 

emilie.guibergues@wfp.org  

Reporting Officers OiC:  

Hugo Marchand, hugo.marchand@wfp.org; 

Claudia Lopez, claudia.lopez@wfp.org; 

For further information, visit: 

https://www.wfp.org/countries/haiti  

 

 

                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

WFP emergency assistance in Cavaillon 
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