
                                                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

973.1 mt of food distributed 

USD 4.2 m six months (September 2020-February 

2021) net funding requirements 

188,168 people assisted  

in August 2020 

WFP Guinea-Bissau 
Country Brief 
August 2020    
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Guinea-Bissau is a low-income and food-deficit country, ranking 

178 out of 189 countries in the 2019 Human Development Index. 

Forty-seven years of political instability have deeply constrained 

socio-economic and human development. Poverty impacts 

women more than men, reflecting gender inequalities in access 

to land, credit and education. Vulnerabilities were further 

impacted by COVID-19, compounding institutional weaknesses, 

inadequate public services, lack of safety nets and overreliance 

on cashew nut exports at the expense of international price 

fluctuation.  

Since return to constitutional order in 2014, the country 

successfully held legislative and presidential elections in 2019, 

though a legal dispute over the runoff presidential election 

ensued in the Supreme Court. Before a final ruling, the winner-

to-be-announced by the National Electoral Commission in 

February was self-proclaimed President and dismissed the 

Government, prompting a political crisis. On 22 April 2020, the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 

recognised the self-proclaimed President and called for the 

formation of a new Government and a constitutional reform. 

Parliament approved the Government Programme in June and 

the 2020 State Budget and 2020-2023 National Development 

Plan in August. Yet, the political instability and human right 

violation are issues of concern.   

WFP focuses on capacity strengthening of government 

institutions and builds synergies with national partners to 

optimize mutually supportive and gender-transformative 

interventions that are part of integrated strategy around home-

grown school feeding, social protection, resilience, malnutrition 

prevention and treatment, emergency preparedness and 

responses. WFP has been present in Guinea-Bissau since 1974. 

 

 Chronic malnutrition: 27.6% of children 

between 6-59 months 
Population: 1.9 million 

Operational Updates 

• WFP continued the take-home rations (THRs) 

distribution of 826.2 mt of food to 180,000 school 

children in 874 WFP-supported schools across all 

regions of Guinea-Bissau outside the capital city of 

Bissau. Each child received 4.6 kg of locally produced 

rice, tubers and beans bought from smallholder 

farmers. WFP distributed child-size face masks 

produced in partnership with local NGOs and small 

businesses along with reusable bags to bring food 

home.  

• WFP dispatched 147 mt of specialized nutritious foods 

(CSB++) to 48 nutritional recovery centres in Oio, 

Bafatá and Gabu, the regions with the highest stunting 

rates. Of this stock, 133.8 mt will be for the prevention 

of chronic malnutrition among children aged 6-24 

months in over 1,000 local communities and 13.2 mt 

for the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 

(MAM) among children aged 6-59 months.  

• WFP and UNICEF have made advanced preparations 

to launch a social protection programme to support 

over 1,500 families in nine of the country’s 38 sectors 

through cash-based transfers via mobile money, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Woman, Family and 

Social Solidarity. The objective of the programme is to 

contribute to reducing the socioeconomic impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and was funded by the UN 

COVID-19 Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust 

Fund (MPTF) and contribution from the Government 

of Italy to WFP. The transfers are expected to start in 

September.   

• In August, WFP along with the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Development (MADR) and the National 

Institute of Statistics (INE) established the national 

food prices monitoring system, covering over 70 

commodities in 44 markets in all sectors of Guinea-

Bissau. WFP also trained 44 local Government staff in 

price data collection. Results will feed into the 

upcoming Fill the Nutrient Gap (FNG) study, which is a 

country-specific analysis on the nutrition situation. 

• WFP contributed to strengthening capacities of the 

National Civil Protection Service (SNPC) to implement 

its 2020 seasonal contingency plan, through training 

and provision of materials and equipment, mitigating 

damaging impacts to communities from heavy rains, 

wind and flood. In collaboration with SNPC, WFP 

supported a needs assessment of families in affected 

areas by rainstorm during mid-July to August. 

 

Contact info: Marco Principi (marco.principi@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Kiyomi Kawaguchi 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/guinea-bissau 

Main Photo: WFP beneficiaries planting rice in a rehabilitated field 

Credit: ECAS-D/Bubacar Djalo 
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• WFP continued to provide supply chain support as part 

of the COVID-19 response, through procurement of 

oxygen cylinders and medicine, support in warehousing 

and inventory management, and essential cargo 

transportation. WFP delivered personal protective 

equipment (PPE), essential medicines, supplies and 

equipment for hospitals, health centres, laboratories, 

other key health structures and key Government 

institutions.  

Monitoring 

• Due to reduced mobility due to COVID-related 

restrictions, deteriorated road conditions and heavy 

rains, WFP conducted remote monitoring of its 

activities, including: 1) for the post-distribution 

monitoring of its asset creation activities (through 

rehabilitation of lowlands) supporting 55 communities 

affected by recurrent floods in Bafatá, Oio and Gabu 

interviewing 157 beneficiaries; 2) to monitor the 

distribution of THRs in 10 schools; and 3) to monitor 

the distribution of specialised nutritious foods in six 

nutrition centres.   

Challenges 

• Above-average rainfall across the country during this 

rainy season substantially deteriorated road 

conditions and posed additional challenges.  

• Limited international availability of specialized 

nutritious foods caused a four-month pipeline break 

prior to August. Additionally, COVID-19 provided 

limited access and regular monitoring of MAM 

patients, difficulties in referring cases at risk and in 

providing nutrition counselling to mothers.  

Food Security and Nutrition Situation 

The food security and nutrition situation remain a concern 

and deteriorated further after the outbreak of COVID-19. In 

July, a survey conducted by WFP showed that 54.9 percent 

of the population was in a vulnerable situation and relied on 

severe livelihoods-based coping strategies to overcome 

challenges in accessing food and other needs. The drop in 

export volume and prices of cashew nuts – the country’s 

main export crop – resulted in income losses and impacted 

peoples’ livelihoods. The average price per kilogram of 

cashew nuts in 2020 was the lowest in recent years, at 

around 293-306 XOF (approx. USD 0.53-0.55). As of 10 

August, the June and July export had not reached 60,000 mt 

compared to the total export of 195,547 mt in 2019. Heavier 

rains than 2019 in July-August also disrupted agricultural 

and economic activities, impacting negatively the food 

security situation. 

Donors 

Japan, United States, European Union, Italy, the Netherlands, 

Sweden, UNAIDS, United Nations Peacebuilding Fund, and private 

donors. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2024) 

2020 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions 
(in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

12.3 m 7.9 m 4.2 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected populations in Guinea-Bissau are able to meet 

their basic food and nutrition requirements in the aftermath of shock. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected populations and 

strengthen the capacity of and coordination among national partners in 

responding to crises as a contingency measure. 

Strategic Outcome 2: School-age children in Guinea-Bissau have access to 

nutritious meals during the school year. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide nutritious school meals to pre- and primary schoolchildren and take-

home rations for girls in years 5 and 6 and strengthen the capacities of the 

Government and partners at the central and local levels to implement and 

monitor a nutrition-sensitive and gender-transformative school feeding 

programme. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Populations at risk of malnutrition in Guinea-Bissau, 

particularly children, women and girls of reproductive age and people living with 

HIV, have improved nutrition status in line with national targets by 2024. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Support the implementation of the national nutrition policy and the protocol 

for the integrated prevention of stunting and treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition focusing on the provision of support for policy design and gender 

and age-informed implementation, technical assistance and capacity 

strengthening to the Ministry of Public Health, Family and Social Cohesion; 

social and behaviour change communication, the prevention of stunting 

among children aged 6–23 months, the treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition among children aged 6–59 months, and food and nutrition 

assistance to people living with HIV and their households. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholder productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers in Guinea-Bissau, particularly women and 

young people, have improved livelihoods and increased household incomes by 2024. 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide an integrated package of assistance interventions to associations of 

women and young smallholder farmers that comprises nutrition and literacy 

education, training in basic business skills, sensitization to their rights to 

adequate food and nutrition, market access through the school feeding 

programme and the transfer of knowledge on the optimization of agricultural 

value chains. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries strengthened capacities 

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions and legislators in Guinea-Bissau have 

enhanced capacity in and are accountable for the development, implementation and 

monitoring of evidence-based food security and nutrition policies and programmes 

by 2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide national institutions with support for policies, technical assistance and 

the transfer of knowledge and advocate for the effective formulation and 

implementation of gender-transformative social safety nets, food security and 

nutrition programmes (including data collection and analysis, evidence 

generation and monitoring systems) and emergency preparedness and 

response mechanisms. 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

