
CONFLICT-INDUCED DISPLACEMENT 

There are an estimated 2.9 million Internal-
ly Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Ethiopia. 
While in the past years, the recurrent 
drought and other climate-related reasons 
triggered displacement, conflict has be-
come the main driver in 2018. The number 
of people displaced from their homes be-
cause of inter-communal fighting and politi-
cal unrest has doubled in the span of one 
year. As of July, there were 2.1 million con-
flict -induced Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDP) in the country. 

The volatile security situation and growing 
number of displaced persons has disrupted 
food systems in some parts of the country, 
limiting supplies of food to markets and 
exacerbating food and nutrition insecurity 
in areas that were already affected by 
drought. Most of the conflict-affected areas 
are already prioritized for ongoing food and 
nutrition assistance under the 2018 Hu-
manitarian Disaster Resilience Plan (HDRP). 

 

WEST GUJI AND GEDEO ZONES 

Inter-communal clashes around West 
Guji and Gedeo zones — the Oromia and 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peo-

ples’ (SNNP) regions in late April 2018 
resulted in the displacement of an esti-
mated 1 million people.  

The IDPs are dispersed across spontane-
ous IDP sites and host communities in 
the two zones with limited access to food, 
clean water, shelter or other necessities.  

The National Disaster Risk Management 

Commission (NDRMC) is leading the emer-

gency response, in collaboration with UN 

agencies and NGO partners.  

Currently, the security situation is stable 
and as of 24 September, an estimated 
453,000 IDPs had returned to their  plac-
es of origin. However, many still remain 
in the temporary shelters and with host 
communities. Both IDPs and returnees 
require sustained humanitarian assis-
tance.  

In light of the ongoing returns, and to make 

the response more effective, a new re-

sponse/recovery plan for the West Guji- 

Gedeo IDPs/returnees is being devised to 

ensure coordinated and uninterrupted 

support in current areas of displacement 

and the pre-positioning of staff and relief 

items in areas of return. 
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WFP RESPONSE 

Nutrition interventions:  

WFP, in support of the Government's response, has scaled up operations in the two regions to 
provide specialized nutritious foods to an estimated 147,000 moderately acute malnourished 
children under 5, and acutely malnourished pregnant and nursing women living in IDPs sites 
and host communities. WFP will continue to provide technical guidance and support to the 
regional authorities, to improve implementation of food-assistance activities.  

 

Logistics support:  

WFP, through the activation of the Logistics Cluster, is supporting the humanitarian response 
in West Guji and Gedeo in the following ways:  

 Facilitating storage spaces for humanitarian partners in Dilla Town, Gedeo zone and 
Bule Hora, West Guji zone. 

 Co-leading the logistics coordination meetings (with the NDRMC). 

 Producing and maintaining the Logistics Overview Map of the two zones and providing 
information on alternate routes to humanitarian partners and beneficiaries to avoid 
insecure locations. 

 Providing training on logistics management to humanitarian partners, to improve the 
handling of emergency relief items. 

 

CHALLENGES  

 Effectiveness of WFP’s nutrition response depends on the recipients’ access to regular 
general food rations. 

 Restricted access in some areas continues to hinder the beneficiaries' ability to collect 
assistance during scheduled distributions.  

 Lack of clarity on beneficiary numbers is hindering the coordination and support to IDPs 
and returnees. 

 Breaks in commodity pipeline during August and September delayed distributions. 

 Limited resourcing for logistics service provisions. 

Based on information from 23 August 2018. 


