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Situation Update
WFP is alarmed at the impact of conflict on already high levels of hunger in Tigray. Ahead of the results 
of a new Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis assessing levels of hunger across 
Tigray, WFP is highly concerned with the increasing number of people in need of nutrition support and 
emergency food assistance. Currently, an estimated 5.2 million people, 91 percent of Tigray’s population, 
need emergency food assistance. Furthermore, WFP and partners are concerned about livelihood pros-
pects following the disruption of agricultural and food production activities in the Region. In addition, 
households have reported limited access to land, loss of livestock and limited seeds for farming. 

Conflict has interrupted or delayed some food distributions throughout the Region. WFP is working close-
ly with partners, local leaders and communities to improve access and deliver the life-saving food and 
nutrition support to end growing hunger and malnutrition in Tigray. 

The level of acute malnutrition among women and children are on the rise. According to the nutrition 
cluster, almost 50 percent of pregnant or nursing mothers in 53 villages were either moderately or acutely 
malnourished. Almost a quarter of all children who were screened were found to be malnourished. Food 
insecurity is particularly alarming with a high risk of mass severe acute malnutrition looming in the next 
few months if not addressed immediately. This week, nearly 11,000 children under the age of five were 
screened for acute malnutrition, of whom about 2000 (nearly 18 per cent) were identified as moderately 
malnourished, and about 500 children (4.5 per cent) were identified as severely malnourished.

Humanitarian access has improved since early February with the adoption of blanket clearance system by 
the Government of Ethiopia enabling WFP staff and cargo movements into Tigray .
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Highlights

• WFP has reached over 1 million with food 
assistance in Eastern, Southern and North 
Western Zones of Tigray. 

• WFP has delivered 40,000 metric tons of 
food for the Government and partners to 
Tigray.

• High levels of malnutrition have been reported 
in Tigray, WFP is scaling up its nutrition 
response across 70 woredas. 

• WFP has installed 17 Mobile Storage Units 
representing 4,400 sqm of storage space in 
North Western Zone. 

over 1 million 
people reached with 
WFP emergency food 
assistance in Tigray. 

In May, over 100,000 
pregnant and nursing 
women and children 
under 5 years received 
nutritionally fortified 
food from WFP. 

5.2 million people 
in need of food 
emergency food 
assistance in Tigray.

2.1 million people 
targeted  to receive 
emergency  food 
assistance from WFP in 
Tigray 

26,000 refugees 
receiving monthly 
assistance from WFP.

People assisted by WFP
over 1 million people

49%51% 

WFP Ethiopia 

Situation Report #02

Tigray Emergency 
Response 

WFP has deployed 
over 180 staff to 
Tigray
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WFP Response

Food and Nutrition Assistance 
• WFP is closely coordinating its food response with the Government’s National Disaster Risk Management Commission 

(NDRMC) and consortium of NGOs in Tigray. Following requests from the Ethiopian Government, WFP is scaling up its 
emergency response in Tigray to reach more than two million people with urgent food and nutrition assistance.

• As of 31 May, WFP has reached over 1 million people with food and nutrition assistance in Eastern, North Western and 
Southern Zones, enabling affected populations to meet their immediate food and nutrition needs. 

• On 27 May, WFP started its Round 2 distribution of emergency food assistance, in Korem and Ofla woredas of Southern 
Zone, two of five new woredas recently added to WFP’s operational areas. So far, WFP has already assisted over 89,000 
people.

• WFP is responsible for providing emergency food assistance across North Western and Southern Zones and managed 
to gain access to 16 out of 21 woredas. However, WFP continues to face challenges reaching communities in some 
woredas. 

• WFP provides nutrition support to children, pregnant, and nursing women through prevention and treatment mal-
nutrition activities. Every month, over 100,000 people are provided with fortified foods across the Region except for 
Western zone. Access especially in rural areas, remains the primary challenge. Since February, WFP has delivered 
315,000 emergency nutrition rations to children and women in 31 woredas.

Supply Chain
• Since the start of the response, WFP has transported and distributed a total of 27,700 mt of food to vulnerable people 

and refugees in need of emergency food assistance in Tigray . 

• WFP has been providing logistics support to the Government and partners as part of the response to facilitate timely 
delivery of assistance to the affected population. So far, WFP has delivered 40,000 mt of food for the Government and 
partners, and has transported 22,000 mt for NDRMC within the Region.

• WFP dispatched a total of 22,150 mt of food from Port Sudan to Gondar, Kombolcha and Mekelle. In addition, WFP has 
also dispatched 22,150 mt of wheat from Djibouti for the Tigray Emergency Response. 

• WFP installed 17 Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) in the North-Western Zone, of  which eight were for WFP, two for the  
Logistics cluster, and seven for partners to support the Tigray response. The 17 MSUs represent a 4,400 sqm of storage 
capacity, an additional installation of 12 MSUs is planned.
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Disclaimer
The designations employed and the presentation of material in the 
map(s) do not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of UN 
concerning the legal or constitutional status of any country, territory, 
city or sea, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Clusters and Common Services

Food Security Cluster 
• The first round of food assistance under 2021 Humanitarian response plan was launched in late March. As at 26 May, 

the three food partners – The Government of Ethiopia in collaboration with consortium of NGOs through the Joint 
Emergency Operation for Food Assistance in Ethiopia ( JEOP), and World Food Programme (WFP) have assisted 2.8 
million people across the Tigray Region. Additional funding is urgently required to ensure partner’s timely response 
and minimize any risk of pipeline break due to funding constraints for the remainder of the year.

• Concrete assurance and actionable support in ensuring that free and unimpeded humanitarian access are respected 
by all stakeholders is urgently needed to scale up the food response in the Region. 

• The Food Cluster is strengthening the collaboration with other clusters to support partners in integrated response to 
address the multifaceted causes of food insecurity. Particularly, the opportunities for food and nutrition partners to 
coordinate on the ground for distribution, screening and referral are being explored.

Logistics Cluster
• Logistics Cluster has transported over 3,800 mt of assorted humanitarian cargo on behalf of 41 partners.

• The Logistics Cluster is providing 8,900 sqm warehouse capacity in Adama, Addis Ababa, Gonder and Mekelle. In 
addition, the Cluster is providing 1,840 sqm MSU capacity in Semera, Shire and Kombolcha for partners. 

• From end of April, the Shire Logistics Cluster Hub is operational and its complementing the Mekele hub inside Tigray.

• Dedicated Field Logistics Cluster Coordinators have been appointed in Mekelle and Shire respectively to fill the gaps in 
logistics, coordination and Information Management as required.

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster
• The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) in Ethiopia – led by WFP – was formally activated on Friday 28 May 

to support the humanitarian response in Tigray. 

• The ETC will provide ICT coordination services in Tigray with a focus on strengthening staff capacity, security communi-
cations services, and assessing options for humanitarian organizations to access Internet services. The ETC continues 
to work with the inter-agency ICT Emergency Cell, established to address gaps in communications services.

• There are two Security Operation Centres (SOCs) operating in the Tigray Region – Mekelle and Shire – to support the 
safety and security of UN staff. The ETC is supporting UNDSS to recruit an additional six SOC operators to provide 
24/7 operational hours in both SOCs. The security communications services provided by the SOCs are available to UN 
personnel.

• The ETC and members of the ICT Emergency Cell in Tigray supported the UNDSS-led UN harmonization project to 
streamline and optimize security communications infrastructure in country-wide UN offices and vehicles. From 17-27 
May, the team reprogrammed all UN agency HF/VHF radios in Mekelle and initiated a radio training programme for WFP 
drivers and Local Security Assistants (LSAs) to update them on radio protocol and convoy procedures. The team de-
ployed to Shire on 28 May to continue these activities. The radio training programme will be offered at the inter-agency 
level once the first phase is completed.
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Funding Outlook
• WFP’s core priority is to reach the 2.1 million peo-

ple in need of food assistance. USD 203 million is 
needed to provide lifesaving assistances over the 
next eight months. 

• WFP takes this opportunity to thank its donors for 
supporting the emergency response in Tigray.

Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, 
Luxembourg, Norway, South Korea, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States of America.

Contacts
Steven Were Omamo, Country Director

Thomas Thompson, Emergency Coordinator

Maria Santamarina, Head of Programme/Emergency Opera-
tions.

Michelle Hsu, Food Cluster Coordinator 

Abdoulie Jagne, Operational Information Management and 
Reporting Officer.

For further information, visit the Country Name page on: 
https://www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia

All Photos : WFP/Claire Nevill
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Activity 1 (General Food 
Distribution USD 135 million

Activity 2 (Nutrition activities) USD 55 million

Secondary Transport Services USD 6 million

Logistics Cluster and Services USD 6 million

Aviation Service USD 1.1 million

WFP 8-month Net Funding 
Requirements (May-December 2021)

USD 203 million 

https://www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia

