
 

 

WFP Ethiopia 

 

November 2021 | WFP Northern Ethiopia Emergency Response External Situation Report #4 
Page  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation Report #4 

Highlights 

• High levels of food insecurity in Northern Ethiopia remains 

a major concern. Urgent action is needed to reach an 

estimated 9.4 million people with emergency food 

assistance. 

 

• Since the start of operations in March 2021, WFP has 

provided food assistance to 2.9 million people and 

nutrition assistance to over 500,000 people in Northern 

Ethiopia, enabling affected populations to meet their 

immediate food needs. 

 

 
Over 2.9 million 
people provided with 
food assistance since the 
start of WFP’s response. 

Over 511,000 women 
and children received 
nutritionally fortified 
food from WFP. 

 

9.4 million people in 

need of food assistance 

in Northern Ethiopia. 

 

86,000 refugees 

receiving monthly food 

assistance from WFP. 

 

280 WFP staff have 

been deployed to 

Northern Ethiopia. 

Northern Ethiopia 

Emergency Response  
 

Situation Update 

The security situation in Northern Ethiopia is highly volatile, with the recent escalation of heavy clashes between Ethiopian National Defence Forces 

(ENDF) and Tigray Forces and their respective allied forces in the Amhara and Afar regions. Since then, Ethiopia’s Minister of Justice has declared a 

nationwide state of emergency. 

Over 840,000 have been displaced due to conflict in the two regions, according to estimates by the Government of Ethiopia. On 30 October, Tigray 

Forces entered Dessie and Kombolcha towns in the Amhara Region. As insecurity persists, access to many of those in need is impeded. Deliveries 

to communities located beyond the lines of conflict have not been possible to date, further threatening the food security of families living there; 3.7 

million people are estimated to be food insecure in the Amhara Region plus over 500,000 people in the Afar Region. WFP is working with its partners 

and contracted security companies on the ground to ensure its assets in Dessie and Kombolcha remain secure. 

Since 18 October, WFP has not managed to deliver humanitarian cargo to the Tigray Region. Only 1,114 truckloads have entered since 12 July, which 

is not nearly enough to meet the needs of 5.2 million people in the region. Compounding the situation, fuel stocks inside the region have all but run 

out for humanitarian operations. This has caused WFP and its partners significantly reduce, and in some cases halt, their lifesaving activities in the 

Tigray Region.  

Due to insecurity, all United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) flights into Mekelle have been suspended until further notice. WFP and UN 

partners continue to advocate with the Federal Government for safe and secure clearance of UNHAS flights and also with the Tigrayan authorities 

for security checks at the airport in Kombolcha for UNHAS flights to operate into the Amhara Region.  

Since banking services are unavailable in the region, cash had previously been brought in by humanitarian actors via the UNHAS flights. Stocks of 

cash have now run very low or been completely depleted, making it impossible for WFP and its partners to resume operations at full scale. 
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Food Assistance  

• Since the start of operations in March 2021, WFP has provided food assistance to over 2.9 million people in Northern Ethiopia, 

enabling affected populations to meet their immediate food needs.  

• In the Afar Region, WFP has completed Round 3 distributions to 77,000 people. WFP is now undertaking its Round 4 distributions, 

through which it has reached 70,000 people out of its target of 534,000, so far.  

• In the Amhara Region, WFP reached 213,000 people under its Round 3 distributions. It is now undertaking its Round 4 distributions, 

through which it has reached 57,000 people against a target of 647,000 people.  

• In the Tigray Region, WFP has reached roughly 2.6 million people to date, 89 percent of its 2.9 million target. Round 3 distributions, 

which were supposed to begin in July, were only able to commence in mid-October due to security challenges and the limited 

availability of fuel and food commodities within the region. As of 9 November, only 89,000 people have been reached during this 

round due to the severe shortage of fuel - just 3.5 percent of the 2.5 million WFP needs to reach in Round 3.  

• WFP is also providing food assistance to 86,000 refugees staying at camps in Northern Ethiopia: 61,000 in the Afar Region, 24,600 

in the Tigray Region and 500 in the Amhara Region.  

• WFP, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the national Agency for Refugee and Returnee Affairs have been 

forced to cut food rations to over 710,000 refugees in Ethiopia by up to 60 percent starting in November. This was a last resort to 

avoid a complete break in food supply. Without additional funding, WFP will completely run out of food for refugees by January 

2022. 

 

Nutrition Assistance 

• Across Northern Ethiopia WFP implements nutrition activities for children under 5 years of age and pregnant and breastfeeding 

women and girls to treat moderate acute malnutrition through targeted supplementary feeding programme (TSFP) and to prevent 

acute malnutrition through blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP). Targeted supplementary feeding programmes 

ensure a continuum of care for women and children with moderate acute malnutrition, while also preventing a surge in severe 

acute malnutrition and its associated risk of mortality for children.  

• In September and October, WFP provided food and nutrition assistance to 511,500 children and pregnant and breastfeeding 

women through the BSFP and the TSFP across Northern Ethiopia. 

• WFP is facing a critical shortage of nutritious food items such as ready-to-use supplementary food and SuperCereal Plus (CSB++) 

due to insecurity and disrupted access into the conflict areas.  

• In the Tigray Region, WFP’s nutrition partners continue to delay or skip distributions entirely as they explore different avenues of 

securing fuel. Out of WFP’s nine operational NGO partners, only three were able to cover all their distributions in October; four 

have reduced their monthly coverage, while two are not operating at all. Lack of cash is also a significant impediment to the 

implementation of nutrition support programmes.  

 

 

WFP’s Operations in Northern Ethiopia  
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Supply Chain and Operations  

• The critical shortage of essential supplies and impeded road access continues to impact WFP’s operations in Northern 

Ethiopia. The escalating armed conflict in the Amhara and Afar regions is also of significant concern, as it has hampered the 

delivery of humanitarian assistance - particularly along the critical corridor via Dessie and Kombolcha. Floods, limited 

connectivity and warehouse storage further complicate the delivery of humanitarian assistance in the Afar Region.  

• Since mid-July, only 1,114 truckloads of WFP commodities entered into the Tigray Region, which is less than 10 percent of 

what is needed to support the most vulnerable. Because of this, WFP and other humanitarian actors cannot sufficiently scale 

up their emergency response. There is now over 14,000 mt of food stock in Mekelle; only enough to meet the needs of 

around 825,000 people.  

• In the Amhara Region, WFP is supporting the Joint Emergency Operation Plan and the Disaster Risk Management 

Commission to transport humanitarian cargo. Over 2,500 mt of humanitarian cargo has been transported so far to the Wag 

Hamra and North Wello zones, however it has not yet been possible to reach communities located beyond the line of 

conflict.  

• While a minimum of 1.3 million litres of fuel is required for the humanitarian response in the Tigray Region alone every 

month, only 282,000 litres (12 trucks) have reached the region since 12 July. Not a single truckload of fuel has entered the 

Tigray Region since 16 August. 

 

Clusters and Common Services 

Food Cluster  

• Through Round 3 distributions, food partners have cumulatively reached 872,000 people in the Amhara Region and 77,000 

in the Afar Region.  

• In the Tigray Region, WFP, the Joint Emergency Operation for Food Assistance in Ethiopia and the Ethiopian Disaster Risk 

Management Commission have reached: 5.7 million people in Round 1, 4.6 million people in Round 2 and 38,000 in Round 

3. At least 870,000 people need to be assisted on average per week to serve the 5.2 million people in need within the six-

week Round cycle. 

• In the Tigray Region, WFP and non-governmental food partners’ stocks have run extremely low as the delivery of 

humanitarian supplies remains heavily constrained since August. Due to a lack of cash and fuel, most partners are currently 

operating on credit and some have even had to suspend operations.  

 

Logistics Cluster 

• In September and October, 255 Logistics Cluster trucks arrived in the Tigray Region on behalf of 14 partners. The 

humanitarian cargo included food, WASH items, shelter, health supplies and clean water.  

• In the Afar Region, 63 Logistics Cluster-facilitated trucks carrying food, shelter, nutrition, and WASH items have dispatched 

for six partners.  

• In the Amhara Region, three new Mobile Storage Units have been installed in Kombolcha to store humanitarian supplies 

on behalf of partners. 
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Funding Outlook 

• WFP’s core priority is to support 3.5 million people 
in need of food assistance. Despite the generous 
contributions of its donors, WFP requires an 
additional USD 245 million to provide lifesaving 
assistance over the next six months.  

Donors (in alphabetical order): 

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the UN 
Central Emergency Response Fund, the 
Ethiopian Humanitarian Fund, France, 
Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, Norway, South 
Korea, the Strategic Resource Allocation 
Committee, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of 
America. 

 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (November-April 

2022) 
USD 245 million  

Activity 1 (General Food 

Distribution 

USD 171 

million 

Activity 2 (Nutrition activities) USD 52 million 

Secondary Transport Services USD 3 million 

Logistics Cluster and Services USD 16 million 

Aviation Service USD 2 million 

Emergency 

Telecommunication Services 

USD 1 million 

 

Contacts 

Dr. Steven Were Omamo, WFP Ethiopia Representative & Country Director 

Adrian Vanderknaap, WFP Ethiopia Deputy Country Director 

Alycan Mushayabasa, Food Cluster Coordinator in Ethiopia  

 

Adrienne Bolen, Reports Officer 

For further information, visit: 

www.wfp.org/countries/Ethiopia 
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