
Situation Overview 

In 2016, Ethiopia faced its worst drought in 50 

years affecting over 10 million people living in 

the highlands of the country.  In early 2017, 

another drought ravaged the country, this 

time hitting the lowland pastoral regions and 

devastating the lives and livelihoods of over 5 

million people. By mid-2017, the number of 

people in need of emergency food assistance 

rose again. Currently, there are over 10 

million people need food assistance in the 

second half of 2017 across the country.  

In both 2016 and 2017, the poorest and most 

vulnerable segments of the population lost 

everything: their crops, livestock and 

household valuables—leaving them destitute 

and in need of emergency assistance.  In both 

years, cholera/Acute watery diarrhoea  (AWD 

compounded the situation has contributed to 

extremely high levels of malnutrition and, in 

some cases, mortality.  

Adding to the in-country concerns is the ever-

increasing number of refugees fleeing both 

drought and insecurity from South Sudan, 

Somalia, and Eritrea.  

 

WFP In Ethiopia 

WFP has been present in Ethiopia since 1968. 

Currently, WFP is supporting the Ethiopian 

Government through a range of life-saving 

and resilience-building activities, as well as 

providing assistance in refugee camps.  WFP 

uses food, cash, nutrition assistance and 
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5.5 million  

Nutrition Assistance  

1.6 million people 
 

Life-saving curative and preventive 

nutrition services to malnourished 

children under the age of 5 and 

pregnant and nursing women na-

tionwide. 

Emergency Relief Assistance  

3.3 million people 
 

Immediate relief assistance 

through unconditional in-kind and 

cash based transfers to the most 

vulnerable people in the Somali 

Region. 

Assistance to Refugees  

0.6 million people 
 

Food, nutrition and livelihood sup-

port to camp based refugees in 

Ethiopia.  



WFP’s Programmes in Ethiopia 
Emergency Relief Assistance 

The Somali Region is the epicentre of the 

2017 drought and the centre of WFP 

operations in Ethiopia. In the past month, the 

number requiring food relief in Somali region 

has increased to from 1.7 million to 3.3 million 

people.   

Thanks to recent donor contributions, WFP is 

now reaching 3.3 million, but will need an 

additional funding to sustain this level of 

support.  Relief food needs in other parts of 

Ethiopia are being addressed directly by 

Government.  

Nutrition Assistance  

Consecutive droughts have exacerbated the 

already stressed food and nutrition security 

situation. Malnutrition levels in Ethiopia are 

high, with stunting and wasting prevalence at 

39 percent and 10 percent respectively.  

Nutrition screening in 99 districts in the 

Somali Region from June 2017 show that on 

average, rates of moderate acute malnutrition 

(MAM) among children under five and nursing 

mothers was 47 percent across the Somali 

Region.  Severe acute malnutrition (SAM) was 

estimated as 6.8 percent.  Both rates are well 

above emergency thresholds. These results 

clearly show the impact of the drought, its 

effects on young children, and the urgent 

need to scale up emergency food, nutrition 

and complementary programmes.   

WFP is targeting 1.6 million children under the 

age of 5 and pregnant and nursing mothers 

with life-saving curative and preventive 

nutrition services, focused in the 227 hot spot 

woredas (districts) where the risk of 

malnutrition is the highest.  

Assistance to Refugees 

Ethiopia is the second largest host of refugees 

on the African continent, with over 800,000 

refugees mainly from Eritrea, South Sudan 

and Somalia. WFP provides food and cash 

transfers, targeted nutrition programmes and 

livelihoods support to over 600,000 refugees 

in 26 camps in Ethiopia.  

In July 2017, WFP was forced to reduce cereal 

rations by 37 percent in most of the refugee 

camps due to limited resources, representing 

the second major cut in the last 20 months. 

As a result, each family now only receives 

enough nutritious food to make up about 70 

percent of their required daily kilocalories. 

In addition to the emergency response 

operations WFP is also supporting the 

Government with sustainable development 

solutions which include crop and livestock 

insurance programmes, a home grown school 

feeding initiative and a national logistics and 

supply-chain strengthening strategy. 
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