
 

 

  
 

* Estimated figures for Relief, PSNP and Nutrition operations as 

distributions are ongoing and/or reports are being consolidated. 
Excludes an estimated 400,000 children <5 and PLWs under the 

Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme that overlap with the 

Relief caseload in the Somali Region. **Protective Safety Net 

Programme 

  

 

Situation Update 

 It is estimated that 7.8 million people in 

Ethiopia will require food assistance in 2018. 

The Somali Region remains the epicentre of 

the drought, with an estimated 1.8 million 

people in need of lifesaving food assistance.   

 WFP is providing emergency relief assistance 

to the Somali Region while the Government of 

Ethiopia and the Joint Emergency Operation 

Program (JEOP), an NGO consortium provide 

relief assistance to the rest of the country. 

 There is a 70-80 percent likelihood of a weak 

La Niña conditions persisting through March 

2018, which is historically associated with 

below average rainfall in southern and eastern 

Ethiopia. As a result, drought is expected to 

continue to drive humanitarian needs over the 

next six months as five consecutive failed 

rainy seasons have eroded the coping 

capacities and livelihoods of agro-pastoralist 

communities in many parts of the country. 

 Renewed inter-communal conflict in the 

Oromia and Somali regions from August 2017 

onwards, has led to an influx of an estimated 

1.1 million IDPs on both sides of the border 

and exacerbated the needs of people already 

vulnerable as a result of the severe drought. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6-Month Net Funding  

Requirements (Feb -Jul 2018) 

Relief  

PSNP** 

Nutrition 

US$ 74.8 million 

US$ 21.8 million  

US$ 28.1 million  

Total US$ 124.7 million 

4.3 million* 

People assisted  

January 2017 

51% 49% 

January 2017 

In Numbers 

 

3.7 million people in the Somali Region 

are being assisted by WFP’s emergency relief 

assistance. 

1 million children, and pregnant and 

nursing mothers nationwide are receiving 

specialized nutritious food to prevent and treat 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) from WFP.   
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Highlights 
 An estimated 7.8 million people in Ethiopia will 

require food assistance in 2018. The Somali 

Region remains the epicenter of the drought, with 

an estimated 1.8 million people in need of 

lifesaving food assistance.   

 In response to the IDP influx in Somali and 

Oromia regions, WFP is providing emergency 

relief (in-kind food) and nutrition assistance to 

300,000 IDP’s in the Somali Region and nutrition 

support to 140,000 IDPs in the Oromia Region. 

 



 

   WFP Response 

Emergency Relief Assistance 

 

 WFP’s emergency relief assistance in the 

Somali Region consists of a combination of 

food and cash, depending on system 

readiness, nutritional needs and where 

markets function. 

 In January, WFP aims to reach 3.7 million 

people with emergency relief assistance in the 

Somali Region (including 1.6 million people 

registered under the Government’s Protective 

Safety Net Programme (PSNP) and 300,000 

conflict IDPs).  

 Distributions for rounds 6 and 7 are currently 

ongoing. As of 06 February, WFP has 

dispatched at 95 percent and distributed 92 

percent of the allocated 33,000 mt of food 

under Round 6. Under Round 7, WFP has 

dispatched 70 percent and distributed 51 

percent of the allocated 36,300 mt of food.  

 WFP has initiated a cash pilot programme to 

deliver humanitarian transfers to 588,000 

beneficiaries using the national safety net 

mechanism, in an effort to better harmonize 

the development and humanitarian 

investments in the Somali Region. Areas to be 

targeted for system strengthening will be 

identified as this approach is taken to scale.  

 The integration of HRD beneficiaries into the 

existing Government (PSNP) systems delayed 

distributions under the cash pilot. As a result, 

three months lump-sum transfers for October, 

November and December are being distributed 

to recipients during January/February. 

 

Nutrition Interventions 
 

 In January, WFP will provide curative and 

preventive nutrition services to an estimated 1 

million children under five years of age and 

pregnant and nursing mothers in areas where 

the risk of malnutrition is the highest. 

 

 

 

 

 WFP’s Targeted Supplementary Feeding 

assistance in the Oromia Region during 

January includes an estimated 140,000 conflict 

IDPs. 

 WFP is initiating the Fresh Food Voucher activity 

in Amhara, the region with the highest stunting 

rates in the country (nearly 40 percent). Site 

assessments for the project are scheduled to 

start in late February. However, the launch of the 

pilot has been delayed due to the political unrest in 

the region. 
 

      Supply Chain and Logistics  

 

 Insecurity at the Oromia-Somali regional 

border remains a concern. The conflict 

situation is causing access constraints, 

delaying relief and nutrition dispatches and 

distributions, especially to the Somali Region. 

WFP is using alternative routes to deliver the 

commodities. However, some areas remain 

inaccessible.   

 

Resourcing Update  

Top Donors in 2018 

 United States (US$ 35.3 million), Germany 

(US$ 3.2 million), Canada (US$ 2.4 million) and 

Sweden (US$ 2.2 million). 

 

Contacts 
 

 Country Director: Joyce Luma, 

joyce.luma@wfp.org  

 Information Management Officer: Nida 

Tariq, nida.tariq@wfp.org 

WFP Emergency Operation (February – July 2018) 

Activity 
Total Requirements  

(in US$) 

6-Month Net Funding 
Requirements 

(in US$) 
Beneficiary Caseload 

Relief* 107.7  million 74.8  million 2.1 million 

PSNP* 33.2  million 21.8  million 1.3 million 

Nutrition  50.4  million 28.1 million 1.1 million 

TOTAL 191.3 million  124.7  million 4.5 million** 

*2017 Relief and PSNP caseloads from the Round 7 and 8 are carrying over into January and February 2018. 

** May include overlaps. 
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