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CONTEXT 
 

Recurrent drought in the densely populated 

zones of East and West Hararghe has had a 

severe impact on the food security and overall 

livelihoods of communities, with failing crops 

and lack of water and pasture for livestock. This 

contributes to the two zones accounting for 

more than 10 percent of both chronic and 

acute food insecurity in Ethiopia.  
 

CONFLICT 
 

Competition for water and pastures along the 

borders between Oromia and Somali Regions, 

during times of drought, has caused conflict 

between communities. Since 2016, the causes 

of conflict have included political elements, with 

recent efforts to formally demarcate the border 

between the two regions causing further inter-

communual conflict, loss of life and damage to 

people’s properties. Conflict has also occurred 

in some woredas that do not share a border 

with Somali Region, but which contain both 

Oromo and Somali communities.  

IDPS  

 

The conflicts have displaced an estimated 

631,000 people in the Oromia Region, repre-

senting more than 33 percent of the conflict-

affected IDPs in the country. While some dis- 

placements date to 2012, the vast majority oc-

curred late 2017 and mid 2018. The highest 

concentration in Oromia Region are hosted in 

East and West Hararghe Zones. Between July 

and August there was a 36 percent increase, 

from 279,000 to 379,000 IDPs. The 4 August 

unrest in the Somali Region increased the num-

ber of IDPs and included many ethnic Oromos 

who were previously residing in Djibouti.  

 
FOOD ASSISTANCE  

 

Food assistance is a fundamental platform of 

the humanitarian response to displacement, 

seeking to empower displaced people and to 

protect household and community access to 

nutritious food. Comprising not only food, nu-

trition and cash transfers but also several sup-

porting activities and institutional platforms 

such as early warning and preparedness sys-

tems and vulnerability analyses, food assis-

tance is typically the earliest and most sus-

tained form of support provided. It therefore 

represents a vital stabilizing force early in crises 

and an important platform for recovery efforts. 

It can also provide a vital nutritional safety net 

for population groups (pregnant women, chil-

dren) caught in crises at critical times in their 

lifecycle. 



WFP’S RESPONSE 
 

 Emergency Relief: At the request of the Government, WFP is providing food assistance to 

IDPs in East and West Hararghe for an initial six months, from July to December 2018. Food is 

dispatched from WFP’s logistics hubs in Dire Dawa, Jijiga and Adama to 60 food-distribution points 

in the two zones. Once the food is delivered by WFP, the Oromia Regional Disaster Risk Manage-

ment Commission works closely with WFP and the local community to distribute a standard month-

ly food basket containing cereals (15kg), pulses (1.5Kg) and vegetable oil (0.45kg. This humanitarian 

ration is distributed to all registered IDP families in 33 woredas (districts), with the support of the 

Oromia Regional Disaster Risk Management Commission. In July, 278,931 IDPs were supported. 

Given the recent surge in the number of IDPs requiring assistance, in August 378,531 people were 

supported. The same level of support is expected in September. 
 
 

In support of effective implementation, WFP has carried out training to enhance the capacity of the 

regional and zonal government officials and staff responsible for distributions. WFP staff monitor 

each food distribution in person, in support of the integrated teams on the ground. In addition, 

sensitization messages on beneficiary registration, entitlements and the food-distribution process 

have been conveyed through posters, food-distribution committees from the local community and 

WFP’s field monitors. WFP is assessing the feasibility of introducing cash-based transfers, in areas 

where markets are functional, delivery mechanisms are available and the security of beneficiaries 

can be assured.  

 

Nutrition Interventions: Based on health screenings, WFP is also providing specialized nu-

tritious foods to an estimated 3,000 moderately acute malnourished children under 5, and 

acutely malnourished pregnant and nursing women. Facilitating links between recipients of the 

general food ration and nearby nutrition services is particularly important. WFP will continue to 

provide technical guidance and support to the regional authorities, to improve implementation of 

food-assistance activities.  

CHALLENGES  

 Insecurity in some areas continues to restrict the beneficiaries' ability to collect assistance dur-

ing scheduled distributions. 

 There is continued need to boost the implementation capacity of regional and zonal organiza-

tions responsible for distributions. 

 There is a severe shortage of emergency shelter and non-food items, which forces beneficiar-

ies to sell a part of their ration to meet other needs, jeopardizing household food security. 

 WFP is facing a significant resource gap to support conflict IDPs in East and West Hararghe. 

WFP requires US$12.2 million to cover operations from October to December.  
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