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Overview
In 2020, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) assisted 
4.3 million people with life-saving assistance, including 
1.4 million people with cash-based transfers and 
specialized nutritious foods for the treatment of 
moderate acute malnutrition for children aged 6-59 
months and pregnant and breastfeeding women. 
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Total number of people reached

Estimated number of people reached who are 
living with disabilities :  298,740 

2020 Achievements in Numbers 

Residents IDPs Returnees
Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers 

 3,305,940
 6,656,419 100,000

 172,202
 190,000
 33,000

 1,041,389
 771,730

*Due to insufficient resources, insecurity and the impact of COVID-19, WFP activities were not able to meet the needs of all targeted beneficiaries.

Cash-Based 
Transfers 
and Food 
Distributed

USD Cash-Based Transfers MT of Food Distributed

 172,855,363
 34,217,526

 514,938 
 369,715 

Beneficiaries by Activity

Refugees Relief 
Food Support
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Treatment of 
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WFP supported cash 
top-ups for the Urban 
Productivity Safety Net 
Programme in  
11 cities.

33,000 
COVID-19-related returnees 
received food assistance at 
points of entry, COVID-19 
treatment and quarantine 
centres.

WFP conducted seven remote 
outcome post-distribution 
monitoring surveys, and 
completed food security 
monitoring assessments for 
over 10,000 
households.
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COVID-19 
Response

Food transported to 
South Sudan: 

15,000 MT

Air Transport: 

2,194 
UN Humanitarian Air 
Service passengers

Addis Ababa 
Humanitarian Air Hub 
delivered cargo to 

53 countries

272,000 MT
of food assistance purchased 
for service provision to the 
Government of Ethiopia 

Logistics Cluster facilitated the 
storage of relief items and 
COVID-19 supplies and air and land 
transport services to over 
30 organizations

Supply Chain

2020 was a year of significant achievements for WFP in Ethiopia. WFP responded to the 
multiple shocks that affected the country: drought, floods, conflict, desert locusts and 
COVID-19. Moreover, WFP’s business continuity measures and COVID-19 risk mitigation 
efforts allowed almost all activities to continue to deliver cash-based transfers and food, 
including specialized nutritious foods to targeted populations. 

WFP leveraged its strong partnership base to assist vulnerable Ethiopians and refugees. WFP 
remained responsible for the provision of relief food assistance to people in need in Somali 
Region. WFP supported treatment of moderate acute malnutrition in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’, Somali and Tigray regions.

WFP provided technical advice, operational support and complementary interventions for 
enhanced shock responsiveness to build the capacity of the national Productive Safety Net 
Programme. To promote self-reliance, WFP expanded its livelihood assistance to 
support refugees and host communities in Gambella and Somali regions.

WFP’s impact in 2020:

WFP

WFP supported the Government of Ethiopia and the humanitarian community to overcome 
logistics challenges by providing air transport, storage services and coordination, information 
management and advocacy support through bilateral service provision. 

Support to the Humanitarian Community: 

WFP Supply Chain services and UNHAS played a crucial role in supporting humanitarian 
operations. As part of the WFP global COVID-19 response, the Addis Ababa Humanitarian Air 
Hub was officially launched in April of 2020 to ensure humanitarian workers, personal 
protective equipment and testing kits could reach countries in need. As the first-established 
WFP Hub, the Addis Ababa Air Hub filled critical gaps created by reduced commercial capacity, 
transporting passengers to ten destinations and cargo to 53 countries through the 
established common services and WFP’s bilateral service provision activity.

WFP Supported Sustainable Development Goals

Number of people reached 
through WFP support to improve 
their food security:  

Number of partners participating 
in multi-stakeholder partnerships: 

4.2 Million 98 
(direct)

Our Donors

For more information please contact : 
WFP.Ethiopia@wfp.org  
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