
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP El Salvador 
Situation Report #2 – Tropical Storm Amanda 
17 June 2020 

 

Month YYYY    

 

 

 

 

Highlights  
 

The government of El Salvador has concluded its evaluation of 

the impacts of Tropical Storm Amanda and Tropical Depression 

Cristobal. According to the results there is severe damage in 

main roads and infrastructure nationwide. Final death reports 

confirmed 30 people. In addition, 57 major floods and 1,114 

landslides; 28 bridges damaged, and 4 bridges collapsed; 3,000 

houses damaged and 124 destroyed; and 484 schools damaged. 

At least 150,000 people is estimated to have been directly 

affected. 

 

Tropical Storm Amanda is estimated to be the most devastating 

weather disaster in El Salvador in 22 years since Hurricane Mitch 

in 1998. As of June 8, Amanda has accumulated over 700 mm of 

rainfall (1,017 mm in certain locations), when Mitch 

accumulated a maximum of 400 mm of rain over a longer 

period. 

According to the national climate perspective published by the 

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources in April 2020, 

the forecast for the Pacific Ocean indicates the potential 

formation of 16 Tropical Storms and a high probability that at 

least two cyclones could form off the Central American coast. 

 

Even though the countrywide red alert of Tropical 

Storm Amanda has been lifted, the Government 

continues to closely monitor threats of new landslides 

due to the high levels of rainfall accumulated 

throughout the country and continuing rains. 

 

The Government's capacity to provide assistance has 

been stretched as COVID-19 quarantine centres host 

around 2,000 people and shelters over 2,500. 

Maintaining social distancing in this context has been a 

particular challenge. 

 

According to OIM, 80% of shelters are accommodating 

nursing mothers and 60% of shelters are 

accommodating children under the age of 6 months 

where there is an acute shortage nutritious 

supplementary food. 

 

Movement restrictions imposed due to pandemic will 

be gradually eased as of June 16 in an effort to 

reactivate the economy.  

In Numbers 

336,300 

WFP estimates that 336,300 people located in the worst 

affected areas by the storm are severely food insecure. The 

preliminary impact is concentrated in the Western and 

Central departments affecting both urban and rural lives 

and livelihoods.  

22,000 
It is estimated that at least 22,000 farmers have been 

directly affected with 12,000 hectares of basic grains (maize, 

rice and beans) that were destroyed by flooding. 

Additionally, there has been severe losses in the vegetable 

production and livestock sectors.  

12,650 
Landslides and major floods from caused by Tropical Storm 

Amanda resulted in significant road and infrastructure 

damage and forcing 12,650 people to be evacuated to 258 

shelters around the country.  The departments most 

affected were San Salvador, La Libertad and San Miguel. 

 

 
Situation Update USD 12 MILLION 

Funding required to provide emergency food assistance to 

reach 160,100 severely food insecure people affected by both 

Tropical Storm Amanda and COVID-19. The assistance will 

cover food needs for three months and complement the 

emergency response efforts of the government. This is out of a 

total of USD 24.6 Million required for WFP’s overall emergency 

response. Currently the operation has a 98% Funding Gap / 

Pipeline Break   
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WFP Emergency Response 
Initial estimates indicate that there are 336,300 severely 

food insecure people in the areas worst affected by Tropical 

Storm Amanda.  

 

Movement restrictions due to COVID-19 has significantly 

hampered the ability to properly assess and verify secondary 

information on the ground. Remote triangulation of data is 

being done via phone calls and interviews. 

 

WFP has already assisted more than 6,000 people in shelters 

by providing prepared meals through catering services. In 

addition, more than 36,000 food insecure people, whose 

situation has worsened during the COVID-19 pandemic have 

received cash or in-kind food assistance.  

 

WFP is now preparing to assist 57,500 affected people for a 

two-month period via a one-off cash transfer of USD 200. 

Cash transfers are considered particularly appropriate as 

they can provide an economic stimulus in the affected area. 

Inter-Agency Service Provision 
WFP, as the lead agency for the Logistic Cluster, stands 

ready to continue providing logistics and warehouse 

support for the government and other agencies. WFP has 

been organizing government warehouses and 

augmenting capacities during the past months to boost 

the government’s logistical response capacity.  

 

The WFP Emergency Response Centre has been activated 

at the international airport and consists of 1,200 M2 of 

storage space ready to receive and handle air cargo on 

behalf of humanitarian partners. 
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WFP Operations 
WFP continues to support small-holder famers in 

different parts of the country despite the difficulties to 

reach the areas caused by movement restrictions and 

closure of many businesses. WFP has been equipping 

farming communities with water-harvesting and 

irrigation systems, and vegetable seeds. Technical 

assistance has been provided remotely to community 

leaders which aim to help farmers prepare in time for the 

rainy season. This will aid farmers to take advantage of 

rainfall and reserve water during dry periods in order to 

avoid the loss of crops. Investments made to strengthen 

community structures is now paying off. 

 

WFP is expanding the capacity of the Beneficiary 

Feedback Mechanism to better attend the needs of the 

people.  The Mechanism provides information on WFP’s 

assistance, receives feedback, and channels complaints 

for WFP to address. The tool enhances the WFP’s 

accountability to the beneficiaries and is particularly 

useful during emergencies and when operating 

remotely. 

The imposition of strict restrictions to contain the 

spread of COVID-19 led to loss of income and has had 

negative impacts on livelihoods and leading to a 

significant deterioration of food security.  To address 

this, WFP started assisting 40,000 vulnerable people 

through food and cash transfers in May. 

 

WFP estimates that the double impact of COVID-19 

and Tropical Storm Amanda has increased 

considerably the number of food insecure families. El 

Salvador was already suffering from a severe 

disruption of economic activities, inflation of food 

prices and significant reduction in remittances 

(noting 20% of GDP depends on remittances). The 

lockdown to contain the spread of COVID-19 has 

lasted over almost three months. 

 

WFP is preparing to further scale-up its emergency 

operations to reach an additional 160,100 people 

over the next three months that are categorized as 

priority one (severely food insecure and in need of 

immediate assistance). 

 

160,100 
People to be assisted with food in the next three 

months 

Tropical Storm Amanda Operational Scale-Up 

 

Contacts 

Andrew Stanhope, Country Director, WFP El Salvador. 

andrew.stanhope@wfp.org 

Jaakko Valli, Deputy Country Director, WFP El Salvador. 

jaakko.valli@wfp.org 

Claudia Rodríguez, M&E-VAM, WFP El Salvador. 

claudia.rodriguez@wfp.org 
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