
Photo: WFP’s Compost project,  part of the Livelihood Programme. During the third phase, 20,000 of host community 
members were assisted through the Livelihood Programme.  
1 As per the 2019 Joint Response Plan for the Rohingya Refugee Crisis, published by the Inter-sector Coordination 
Group.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP in Cox’s Bazar  

Host Community Situation Report #1 | December 2019  

     In Numbers 
 

Total Population of Cox’s Bazar: 2,650,000 

 

335,900 people in need of support1 

262,400 people receive WFP assistance  

 

 

Highlights 
 

WFP Livelihood participants from the 

host community participate in the 

farmers’ market. Currently, four farmers 

are directly selling their produce in the 

farmers’ market and plans are to engage 15 

farmers through January.  This platform will 

also open for host community farmers who 

are engaged in activities through as part of 

the Food and Agricultural Organization 

(FAO) activities.  

 

WFP submitted its appeal for the 2020 

Joint Response Plan (JRP 2020), 

requesting USD$ 241 million (20 billion 

BDT) as part of the ongoing humanitarian-

development response targeting 158,000 

host community members and 840,000 

refugees. The JRP 2020 is a one-year project 

document covering the humanitarian 

response in Cox’s Bazar, focusing on the 

well-being of host communities in Ukhiya 

and Teknaf Upazilas. 

 

Launch of reforestation activities in the 

host communities: WFP, in collaboration 

with the Department of Forestry and FAO, 

has started reforestation activities across 

1,240 hectares in Ramu, Teknaf, Ukhiya and 

Cox’s Bazar Sadar sub-districts.  

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/2019-joint-response-plan-rohingya-humanitarian-crisis-january-december-enbn


 

 



 
    WFP Response 

     Monsoon and Cyclone Preparedness 

• WFP continues to undertake targeted mitigation 

measures for the host communities through 

cyclone shelter rehabilitation. In 2018-2019, 40 

cyclone shelters were rehabilitated in Teknaf and 

Ukhiya, and plans are to rehabilitate an 

additional 32 cyclone shelters in 2020.  

• WFP will conduct a cyclone and monsoon 

simulation exercise to ensure internal 

preparedness and adequate mitigation 

measures, as a response to the forthcoming 

monsoon and cyclone season.  

     Assessments 

• WFP conducted a participatory assessment 

which involved 900 participants through focus 

group discussions which revealed that the 

livelihoods programme has had a positive 

impact on women’s involvement in decision 

making, access to services and level of self-

confidence as well as their freedom of mobility.  

• Furthermore, it was revealed that life-skills 

trainings, which include modules on human 

rights, disaster risk reduction, gender-based 

violence, hygiene and health, have enhanced 

women’s ability to participate in some crucial 

household decision-making activities.  

 

WFP Programme || Host Community  

• Livelihoods Programme: The third phase of 

the livelihoods programme will come to an 

end in early 2020 and participants selection is 

ongoing for phase IV expected to target an 

additional 15,000 women from the three sub-

districts Moheskhali, Kutubdia and Pekua.  

• In addition, 14,000 beneficiaries (close to 60 

percent) from phase III of the programme 

have received Liquefied Petroleum Gas using 

the Assistance card (powered by SCOPE), in 

collaboration with the UN International 

Organization for Migration (IOM). 

• Nutrition Assistance: WFP continues to 

implement the Targeted Supplementary Feeding 

Programmes (TSFP) in Teknaf, Ukhia and 

Moheshkhali sub-districts with the aim to 

rehabilitate moderate to acute malnutrition for 

children under 5 years of age and pregnant and 

lactating women.  

 

 

 

 

In total, 87 centres are operational in the 

three sub-districts. WFP reached 5,299 

children under 5 and 3,769 pregnant and 

lactating women. 

• This year, WFP plans to scale-up its 

nutrition assistance to cover additional 

sub-districts in the region: more than 

7,000 children under 5 and pregnant and 

lactating women in Pekua; and more than 

3,600 children under 5 and pregnant and 

lactating women in Kutubdia respectively.  

• Disaster Risk Reduction: As part of the 

reforestation project in the host 

community and in close collaboration with 

the Bangladesh Forest Department, the 

initial assessment has been conducted in 

the forestry areas in Ramu, Teknaf, 

Ukhiya, and Cox’s Bazar Sadar sub-

districts.  

• In December, DRR projects engaged more 

than 100 workers from the host 

community with a total amount of cash 

distributed of more than 424,00 BDT.  

• Farmers’ Market: A pilot which aims to 

establish a stronger co-relation between 

smallholder farmers, retailers and traders in 

the host community with the refugees. In 

December, 19 million BDT (USD$ 234,263) 

was redeemed through the assistance card 

(powered by SCOPE) by 50,000 refugee 

households assisted through WFP’s food 

assistance.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disaster Risk Reduction: As part of the 

reforestation project in the host 

community and in close collaboration with  
 

  

“I have been part of the self-help group for over 

a year now, we do vegetable gardening and I 

have my sewing machine, so I run a small-scale 

tailoring business. I brought the sewing machine 

by saving the stipend I receive every month. 

Besides, taking orders from the neighbours I 

also train women in the locality. This helps them 

earn more and be more self-dependent.” says 

Rebeka. She is one of the 20,000 participants 

who has been receiving skills-training through 

WFP’s livelihoods programme, which helps 

them be more financially independent and 

actively take part in decision-making.  



  

• In collaboration with the Department of Forestry 

and FAO, WFP has taken up the responsibility of 

maintenance of the Shilkhali Garjon forest in 

Teknaf. Ensuring adequate forest cover is critical 

to enhancing environmental sustainability.  

  

• School Feeding Programme: WFP continues to 

provide fortified biscuits daily to 139,234 children 

in 488 schools in five sub-districts - Ukhiya, 

Teknaf, Pekua, Kutubdia and Moheshkhali.  

• WFP in collaboration with partners facilitated 

eight trainings on the use of WASH blocks which 

witnessed participation by local government 

officials including parents and community 

leaders. 

• In Ukhiya, as part of the McGovern-Dole funded 

project, student recognition events were 

organized in 58 schools.   

• In addition, a series of consultation sessions were 

organized including with school management 

committee in Kutubdia and Ukhiya, involving over 

700 participants.  

• The participants discussed critical topics essential 

for children’s overall development including 

health and hygiene, nutrition, child marriage and 

more. This ensured students engagement in their 

educational system.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was part of the compost project implemented by WFP 

livelihoods programme and I was very happy that after 2 

months, I was able to expand my shop with the profit I 

made!” says Mahamuda (46) participant in the livelihoods 

activities in Ukhiya. 

“Biscuits are tasty, but teacher told us they are healthy 

as well. When I came to school, I didn’t know I will get 

food as well but now that I eat something, I am not 

hungry anymore until I get back home.” “I think it also 

relieves my mother of some additional work with 

cooking and making sure I have my tiffin ready for 

school.” 

     Food Security Sector (FSS) 

• Food Security Sector continues to 

coordinate livelihood activities by 17 

partners assisting 27,000 households in 

both Ukhiya and Teknaf.  

• Partners continue to engage in trainings on 

income generating activities such as agro-

forestry, aquaculture, crop production, ICT, 

livestock, small business, and tailoring, as 

well as life-skills and awareness trainings in 

disaster risk reduction, nutrition, and 

gender.  
 

   Contacts 

▪ Richard Ragan (Country Director): 

Richard.ragan@wfp.org  

▪ Peter Guest (Emergency Coordinator): 

Peter.guest@wfp.org  

▪ Baisali Mohanty (OIM and Reports Officer): 

Baisali.mohanty@wfp.org  

▪ Nour Salama (OIM and Reports Officer):  

Nour.salama@wfp.org  

▪ Ukhengching Marma (OIM and Reports Assistant): 

Ukhengching.marma@wfp.org  
 


