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Photo caption: Resilience activities in Mali - Women in charge 
of the Toya community garden. 

Credit: WFP  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
14.4 million people in need of humanitarian 

assistance in Burkina Faso (3.5 m), Mali (5.9 m) and 

Niger (3.8 m) Source: 2021 Global Humanitarian 

Overview 

6.5 million people estimated to be food insecure 

during the 2021 lean season (June-August) in Burkina 

Faso (2.87 m), Mali (1.31 m) and Niger (2.3 m)  

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, March 2021 

8.3 million people targeted in 2021 by WFP in Burkina 

Faso (2.6 m), Mali (2.7 m) and Niger (3 m) 
Source: WFP Country Strategic Plans and Budget revision 

(Mali) 

320,305 refugees in Burkina Faso (23,610), Mali 

(46,930) and Niger (249,765) 

Source: UNHCR 

2.1 million internally displaced persons in Burkina 

Faso (1.4 m), Mali (402,736) and Niger (281,000) 

Source: UNHCR 
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Highlights 
• In October 2021, the humanitarian situation in the Central 

Sahel countries continue to worsen against the worrying 

backdrop of increasing insecurity in Burkina Faso, Mali and 

Niger. Against the worrying security backdrop generating 

growing needs for access to food and nutrition, WFP is 

carrying out budget revisions in the three Central Sahel 

countries, scaling up operations and expanding the scope 

of its assistance to reach more crisis-affected people. In 

Burkina Faso, a seventh budget revision of the Country 

Strategic Plan (CSP 2019-2023) was approved, based on the 

growing need across the country, especially humanitarian 

needs. Burkina Faso CSP now stands at over USD 1.3 billion (78 

percent increase compared to the previous budget revision 

amounting USD 728.7 million). In Mali, WFP is working on a 

fifth budget revision to align the remainder of the CSP’s budget 

with increasing needs in Mali. In Niger, a third budget revision 

is planned to adjust the 2022 emergency component to the 

growing emergency needs with an expected deterioration of 

the food and nutrition security situation in the country due to 

chronic vulnerability coupled with the expansion of the armed 

conflicts and insecurity. 

WFP urgently requires USD 210 million from November 2021 

to April 2022 to carry out its planned lifesaving operations in 

the Central Sahel and pre-position relief items for the peak 

of the lean season. 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (November 2021-April 2022) 

As of18 October 2021 

Total Net Funding Requirements USD 210 million  

Burkina Faso USD 120 million 

Mali USD 20 million 

Niger USD 70 million 

 

 

 

Situation Update 

COVID-19 Pandemic 
• As of 26 October, 36,890 cumulative cases have been 

reported (14,793 in Burkina Faso, 15,849 in Mali, and 

6,248 in Niger), including 979 deaths in total (57 percent of 

deaths in Mali). 

Cholera outbreak 

• On 9 August 2021, the Minister of Public Health of Niger 

officially declared a Cholera epidemic outbreak in the 

country. As of 27 September, Niger recorded 5,070 

confirmed cases with 154 deaths. In Burkina Faso, two 

cases of cholera were detected in the Est region in August, 

and both cases are Malian drivers coming from Niger. 

Burkina Faso is facing a resurgence of health threats 

including measles, polio, and hepatitis E. 

Security 
• In Burkina Faso, the surge in violence observed for the 

past six months has continued in intensity. 137 people 

were killed in a non-state armed groups (NSAGs) attack on 

a convoy from Dori to Arbinda – in the Sahel region – on 

18 August. The Government declared a 72-hour national 

mourning period following the incident. Agricultural 

production in the Sahel region, is likely to be seriously 

affected due to insecurity. In September, a dozen of 

villages in the commune of Mangodara, in the Comoé 

province of the newly affected Cascades region, at the 

border with Côte d’Ivoire – were also attacked by NSAGs, 

causing population movements. 

• In Mali, a sharp increase in incidents on the main roads 

has been noted, mainly on the Timbuktu-Goundam axis.  

• In Niger, the Governor of the Niamey region 

communicated the immediate closure of three 

recreational areas for security reasons (Eheket dunes, 

Pilule, and Kanazi areas), close to main roads leading to 

the capital city Niamey. . According to UNHCR, more than 

420 civilians were killed and tens of thousands of people 

displaced during NSAGs attacks in western Niger since 

January 2021. 

•  

Listen  Song for The Sahel 
Vieux Farka Touré, a Malian singer 

and guitarist, in partnership with 

OCHA)  

3.3 million People assisted 

in August 

in August 2021 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102972
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/bulletin_sectoriel_aout2021.pdf
https://wfp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/maimouna_ndiaye_wfp_org/Documents/Desktop/L3%20MALI-NIGER-BURKINA%20FASO-%20Sep2019/hrw.org/fr/news/2021/08/11/niger-hausse-des-atrocites-commises-par-des-groupes-islamistes-armes
https://soundcloud.com/unocha/the-sahel-song
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        WFP Response (continued) 

• WFP’s support continues to focus on the 20 

communes of the integrated resilience package, 

mostly in northern and central regions of the 

country. WFP’s last distribution reached USD 1.7 

million in cash transfers to 136,080 beneficiaries as 

part of asset creation activities. So far this year 605 

assets were created/rehabilitated; 1,455 hectares 

of agro-silvo-pastoral land treated/rehabilitated; 

three micro-dams built; 40 hectares of gardens 

created/rehabilitated; 15,844 community members 

trained in asset management; and 58,282 COVID-

19 kits distributed to communities.  

Niger 

• As part of the implementation of the INTPA-funded 

Réponse à la Crise Alimentaire au Centre Sahel 

(CRIALCES) project, WFP organized trainings of 

trainers on Social and Behaviour Change 

Communication (SBCC) in Tahoua from 14 to 16 

September, and in Tillabéri from September 22 to 

24. The overall objective of these sessions was to 

strengthen the capacity of actors and members of 

WFP's NGO partners on SBCC in Maternal, Infant 

and Young Child Nutrition. A total of 33 trainers (13 

in Tahoua and 20 in Tillabéri) were trained. They 

will in turn train 77 Integrated Health Centre (IHC) 

leaders and NGO supervisors. The latter will train 

the community relays who will ensure the 

sensitization of the beneficiaries in the 

communities and households of the different 

villages of the project. 

• On 24 May 2021, the School connect steering 

committee took place to take stock of the progress 

on the pilot phase of the project. School connect is 

a digital platform to access information related to 

school meal activities in real-time, which will 

improve the implementation of school meals 

programme. The next steps will be to adopt the 

platform as data collection for school feeding 

programme in Niger countrywide and look for 

funding for the implementation in the 1,600 

schools targeted for this project. 

• WFP signed a memorandum of understanding with 

GIZ as part of the ProResilience programme2021-

2023, focused on improving livelihoods and 

strengthening resilience and social cohesion in 

Tahoua and Zinder regions. This strategic 

partnership aims to strengthen the synergies and 

complementarities between both organizations to 

build the resilience of vulnerable populations in the 

regions in the two regions with a commitment to 

the search of innovative solutions, and to bring 

about lasting changes in the lives of vulnerable 

people, especially the youth and women. 

        WFP Response  

In August 2021, WFP reached 3,322,233 people in 

Burkina Faso (1,372,352), Mali (694,302) and Niger 

(1,255,260). In September so far, 2,155,731 in the 

Central Sahel countries received food and nutrition 

assistance. 

Burkina Faso 

• On 15 and 18 August, WFP reached – via UNHAS –

Tin-Akoff (Sahel region), an isolated area where 

humanitarian needs are critical. On 18 and 19 

September, WFP also conducted a third operation 

in Mansila, another hard-to-reach area in the Sahel 

region.  

• In August, WFP provided food assistance to 520,996 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the Boucle du 

Mouhoun, Centre-Est, Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and 

Sahel, assisted 11,659 Malian refugees of 

Goudébou camp (Sahel), and  reached 636,631 

people at risk of food insecurity during the lean 

season (June-August) in the Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, 

and Sahel regions.  

• In addition, 52,506 displaced PLW/Gs and children 

aged 6-23 months received nutritional products, 

which are essential to prevent malnutrition among 

these vulnerable groups. WFP lean season 

assistance also consisted of nutritional support to 

prevent malnutrition among 64,866 children aged 

6-23 months and PLW/Gs. In addition to its 

malnutrition prevention activities, WFP also 

enhanced the screening process and treatment of 

19,278 malnourished PLW/Gs and 37,329 

malnourished children aged 6-59 months in the 

Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and 

Sahel regions – where malnutrition levels are the 

highest.  

• In response to a request from the authorities and in 

collaboration with the Education Cluster, WFP 

supported remedial classes in five of the regions 

harshly hit by insecurity (Boucle du Mouhoun, 

Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions), and 

reached 14,769 pupils, providing hot meals through 

its emergency school feeding programme. 

Mali 

• The 2021 lean season is affecting 1,3 million people, 

600,000 of whom received food assistance. During 

the reporting period, WFP prepared the annual 

response to the people affected by flooding. Needs 

assessments conducted by RRM / NRC and Social 

Development actors indicated more than 21,000 

people affected so far.  

• WFP’s shock-responsive social safety nets activity 

is underway in 21 communes targeting 35,250 

households (211,000 people) as part of WFP’s 

contribution to the government national plan to 

respond to the socioeconomic effects of COVID-19, 

thanks to the financial support of BMZ-KfW, France 

and multilateral funds 
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Assessments and monitoring 

• In Burkina Faso, conducted on 19 September a rapid 

assessment in Mangodara (Comoé province, Cascades 

region). The actions to be implemented immediately are 

as follows: (i) provide food and nutritional assistance to 

IDPs; (ii) establish a coordination mechanism for the 

response; (ii) provide cash assistance to IDPs for rent 

payments; (iii) provide nutritional inputs to the 

Mangodara Health and Social Promotion Centre (CSPS); 

and (iv) accelerate the electronic registration of IDPs by 

the National Council for Emergency Relief and 

Rehabilitation (CONASUR). 

• In Mali, monthly market monitoring data for August 

2021 were analysed and shared through the monthly 

market bulletin and in Databridges platform. Compared 

to the previous month, the national average consumer 

prices of cereals increased by 2 percent to 4 percent for 

all cereals, except those of imported rice which 

remained stable. Compared to those of last year at the 

same period, cereals prices trended upward for all 

grains except for millet. Compared to the five-year 

average, prices are down for millet and sorghum and up 

for other cereals. September market prices are being 

analysed and should be available by mid-October. The 

Market Functionally Index (MFI) assessment covered 91 

markets and more than 1,000 traders were interviewed 

in 42 Cercles covering all regions of the country. The 

results – shared with the internal Cash Working Group 

and the Food Security Cluster – show that 53 markets 

can support assistance through the voucher modality 

and 38 markets through the cash modality. 

• In Niger, in September, food prices started to decline 

compared to August, in line with normal seasonal 

trends, due to the arrival of the new harvest in parts of 

Niger and in neighbouring countries which Niger 

imports from. However, prices in September remained 

above their five-year seasonal average, due to localized 

flooding in July and August, persisting conflict and high 

transport costs, and restrictions on cross border flows 

from Benin Republic and Burkina Faso in the past few 

months. In addition, the annual mid-term agricultural 

season joint monitoring mission was carried out from 1 

to 14 September by the Directorate of Agricultural 

Statistics, the Dispositif National de Prevention et de 

Gestion des Catastrophes et Crises Alimentaires 

(DNPGCA), the National Institute of Statistics, WFP, and 

FAO, to assess the progress of the season so far and 

anticipate any major production shortfalls or surpluses. 

Findings show that while the cumulative rainfall was 

overall satisfactory, significant agricultural and pastoral 

production deficits are expected this year, due to dry 

spells and early interruption of rains in large parts of the 

country – in particular Tillabéri, Niamey, Agadez, parts of 

Tahoua and Diffa. Overall, 16 percent of the country’s 

agricultural villages are expected to face an important 

production shortfall, pointing to a worrying situation. 

This is further exacerbated by important localized bush 

fires (in particular in Tahoua) as well as flooding. 

       Logistics Cluster 

• In Burkina Faso physical access constraints maps for all 

the six priority regions (Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, 

Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel) are now published on 

the Logistics Cluster webpage. The Logistics Cluster 

opened new common storage units of 320 m2 in Dori 

(Sahel), Fada N’Gourma (Est), and Ouahigouya (Nord) that 

are ready to be used for storage of humanitarian cargo. 

In Dori, the site can also be used as a humanitarian 

staging area for UNHAS to store cargo to be transported 

to hard-to-reach destinations. A logistics capacity 

assessment for Burkina Faso has been initiated by WFP, 

in collaboration with the Logistics Cluster, WFP Logistics, 

and UNHAS. 

     Emergency Telecommunications 

Cluster 

• In Burkina Faso, for the National Food Security Stock 

Management Entity (SONAGESS) capacity strengthening 

project, the ETC: (i) implemented the SONAGESS 

LAN/electrical network cabling; (ii) supported the 

digitization of stock management system; and (iii) trained 

over 60 staffs in stock management. Furthermore, WFP 

handed over 25 mobile storage units with a total capacity 

of 15,000 mt to the Government on 27 September, 

increasing the SONAGESS storage capacity by 19 percent. 

WFP constructed the facilities in 10 regions, including in 

difficult to reach areas, hence taking the emergency 

response closer to the affected populations. 

• In Niger, the Telecommunications Security Standards 

(TESS) project for the migration from the Digital to Analog 

connectivity is completed. The radio handheld 

programming is ongoing with more than 90 percent of 19 

Agencies radio programming finalized. UNDSS is planning 

to launch the TESS standard by the 1 November 2021.  

      UN Humanitarian Air Service 

• In Burkina Faso, in August and September, UNHAS 

operated 228 flights to 33 localities, transporting 717 

passengers and 89 mt of cargo, serving 57 user 

organisations. UNHAS carried out an airlift operation 

from Dori to Tin-Akoff on 15 and 18 August to deliver 20 

mt of food assistance to IDPs. UNHAS will increase its 

capacity from October onwards, with a second crew. The 

positioning of a tanker in Dori allowed the helicopter to 

reach additional locations in the Sahel region.  

• In Mali, in September, UNHAS services were used by 88 

organizations with 1,322 passengers and 4,5 mt of freight 

transported to five destinations within the country, 

including Bamako, Gao, Ménaka, Mopti and Timbuktu. 

Through ECHO-flight, 215 passengers and 3.2 mt of light 

cargo were transported. 

• In Niger in September, UNHAS transported 1,393 

passengers, 3.8 mt of cargo and two medical evacuations. 

To continue to be able to serve Diffa, UNHAS supported 

the installation of a fire-fighting truck moved to Diffa 

airport from Maradi. 

Contact info: rbd.oimreporting@wfp.org  
Further information: www.wfp.org/emergencies/sahel-emergency  

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAM%20BF%20Rapport%20Evaluation%20Rapide%20Mangodara.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAM%20BF%20Rapport%20Evaluation%20Rapide%20Mangodara.pdf
https://logcluster.org/ops/bfa20a
mailto:rbd.oimreporting@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/emergencies/sahel-emergency

