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Photo: IDPs assistance in Sévaré, Mopti region, Mali.  
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In Numbers  
 

14.4 million people in need of humanitarian assistance 

in Burkina Faso (3.5 m), Mali (7.1 m), and Niger (3.8 m). 
(OCHA) 

5.4 million people projected to be in severe food 

insecurity (2021 lean season).  

7 million people targeted in 2021 by WFP under the 

Country Strategic Plans in Burkina Faso (2.6 m), Mali (1.4 

m), and Niger (3 m) until end December 2021. 

1.7 million people internally displaced (IDPs) in Burkina 

Faso (1.1 m), Mali (333,000), and Niger (298,000). 

301,000 refugees in Burkina Faso (20,300), Mali (47,400), 

and Niger (233,100). 

Nearly 3 million vulnerable people were assisted by WFP 

and partners in December 2020 only, across Burkina Faso 

(912,000), Mali (514,000) and Niger (1,465,000); and 2.4 

million people were prioritised for January 2021. 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (February-July 2021) 
As of 16 February 2021 

Total Net Funding Requirements USD 301 million  

Burkina Faso USD 123.1 million 

Mali USD 59.4 million 

Niger USD 118.1 million 

Situation Update 

Security 

• The security situation remains worrying in the Central Sahel 

countries with continuous non-state armed groups (NSAGs) 

attacks and intercommunity clashes leading to population 

displacements, increasing access constraints and affecting 

WFP operations in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. 

Humanitarian 

• The 2021 Global humanitarian overview indicated that 14.4 

million people are in need of humanitarian assistance in 

2021 in the Central Sahel countries. This represents an 

overall 60 percent increase compared to 9 million in January 

2020. According to the report, the deterioration of the 

security situation, which has risen twentyfold the number of 

internally displaced persons since 2018, further exacerbated 

the needs including food insecurity. Furthermore, the 

November 2020 Cadre Harmonisé indicated that over 5.4 

million people are projected to be food insecure during the 

June-August 2021 lean season, of which 50 percent in 

Burkina Faso alone. 

• As of 9 February 2021, WHO reported 23,985 cumulative 

cases of COVID-19 in Burkina Faso (11,227), Mali (8,160) and 

Niger (4,598). This represents a 53 percent increase since 29 

December 2020. So far 637 people in the three Central Sahel 

countries lost their lives due to the pandemic. 

WFP Central Sahel 
Situation Report  
17 February 2021 
 

 

 

 

Central Sahel 2020 Highlights 
In the 2020 context marked by complex crises further compounded by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the support of partners enabled WFP to step 

up its assistance through cash transfers, by distributing over USD 116 

million to vulnerable populations in the Central Sahel countries, thus 

doubling the amount of cash distributed in 2019. 

WFP and its partners provided food and nutrition assistance to nearly 7 

million beneficiaries in 2020, in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, reaching 

100 percent of the beneficiaries planned in the Central Sahel countries. 

This represented an 88 percent increase compared to the number of 

vulnerable people reached in 2019. 

More than 173,000 mt of food were distributed in Burkina Faso, Mali 

and Niger in 2020 (86 percent increase compared to 2019). 

Over 1.3 million children and pregnant and lactating women and 

girls (PLW/G) in the Central Sahel countries received support for the 

prevention (nearly 475,000) and treatment (more than 881,000) of acute 

malnutrition. 

Despite the COVID-19 restriction measures, WFP managed to provide 

nutritious meals and take-home rations to more than 366,000 

schoolchildren in the Central Sahel countries. 

To support and promote resilience activities, WFP provided food 

assistance for assets creation to over 817,000 people in Burkina Faso, 

Mali and Niger. 

 

WFP urgently requires USD 301 million from February to July 2021 

to carry out its planned lifesaving operations in the Central Sahel. 

•  

 

 

WFP – Life-saving assistance that promotes dignity and inclusion. 

VOICES FROM THE FIELD 

Burkina Faso – Awa Ganame, 27 years old, mother of five children, Oula commune (Nord region):"The white sorghum we harvested 

last year ran out in four months. We had nothing left and couldn't even eat twice a day. The food assistance we received from WFP gave us 

energy to sow, in the hope that the harvest will be better this year”. 

Mali – Ahmed Aida, head of the UNICEF office, Mopti region: "I don't know what could be done without UNHAS. The service is 

available every day. Given the current situation in central Mali and the access issues, humanitarian workers could not provide the required 

assistance without an effective air transport service. In emergency situations, this service is very flexible especially in facilitating transport of 

medicine, food and other essentials”. 

Niger – Rabi, Diffa region: "My name is Rabi, I am 23 years old. I am the mother of a 9-month-old boy, and I am a housekeeper in a 

family in the city. With the COVID-19 pandemic, I lost my job. After two weeks, I used up all my savings. I could barely afford one meal a 

day with my child. With the help of WFP, we are receiving specialized food to fight malnutrition in these difficult times”. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHO2021_EN.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHO2021_EN.pdf
file:///C:/Users/maimouna.ndiaye/Downloads/20210209_Weekly_Epi_Update_26.pdf
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 WFP Response 
 

• COVID-19 response: WFP continued to assist food insecure 
people directly or indirectly affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, while respecting 
preventive measures aimed at curbing the spread of the 
pandemic. In Burkina Faso, the targeting based on household 
economic assessments included those specific to the COVID-
19 impact. In Mali, under the safety net response to the socio-
economic impact of COVID-19, WFP assisted vulnerable people 
throughout January 2021, providing cash transfers as an 
adaptive social safety net. This first round of support was 
carried out under WFP’s emergency response mechanisms 
while the second round of transfers, due to commence in 
March/ April 2021, will be conducted within the national social 
protection systems and tools. In Niger, WFP and its partners 
completed assistance in all regions to targeted beneficiaries in 
the framework of the scaling up of the National Adaptive 
Social Protection (ASP) programme to address the socio-
economic impact of COVID-19. Between September 2020 and 
end of January 2021, WFP assisted approximately 630,000 
beneficiaries (more than 90,000 households) in 36 
municipalities in Dosso, Diffa, Maradi, Tahoua, Tillabéri, Agadez 
and Zinder regions. WFP and its partners plan to support the 
government’s Dispositif National de Prévention et Gestion des 
Crises (DNPGCA) to update the socio-economic impact of the 
COVID-19 analysis that was initially developed in April 2020, 
taking into account several parameters, including the second 
wave of COVID-19 affecting Niger. 

• Food and nutrition security response: In December 2020, 
WFP provided food and nutrition assistance to nearly 3 million 
vulnerable people in Burkina Faso (912,201), Mali (514,156) and 
Niger (1.5 m), reaching over 100 percent of the beneficiaries 
prioritised for the month, under crisis response, nutrition, 
resilience and school feeding activities. Overall 2.4 million 
people were prioritised in the three countries for the January 
round of food and nutrition assistance. 

Crisis Response 

• In December 2020, WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 
2,040,998 vulnerable people in Central Sahel countries 
(725,404 in Burkina Faso, 410,558 in Mali and 905,036 in Niger), 
reaching over 100 percent of the crisis-affected people 
prioritised. 

• In Burkina Faso, WFP includes in the crisis response general 
food distributions to IDPs and refugees, emergency school 
feeding activities and nutrition in emergency. In December 
2020, WFP provided emergency food assistance to 725,404 
beneficiaries in the Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, Centre-
Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions, reaching 85 percent of the 
crisis-affected population planned for the month.  

• Overall 10,046 beneficiaries were assisted via the January 2021 
e-voucher distributions. Direct cash distributions to Malian 
refugees in the Goudebou camp reached 5,205 beneficiaries 
for USD 74,300 (a 99 percent completion rate). 

• For February 2021, WFP is prioritizing approximately 820,000 
IDPs; of which 390,000 through cash-based transfers (CBT). 

• Following new population displacements to Sebba town 
(Yagha province, Sahel region), WFP supported the 
government response with complementary food rations 
(distributions started in early February), as part of a joint UN 
intervention. WFP plans to fully assist this new wave of IDPs in 
Sebba from March onwards. A similar approach was carried 
out in the Nord region as well before and is being 
implemented in the Centre-Nord region. 

• In Mali, the crisis response includes general food distribution 
through CBT and a package of nutrition intervention 
(prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition and 
caretakers). WFP reached 410,558 crisis-affected people in 
December 2020. 

 

 

• In January 2021, emergency food assistance was provided to 
252,845 people, including 159,820 IDPs and host communities 
and 41,595 other people affected by the socio-economic impact 
of COVID-19. Food assistance was provided to IDPs and host 
families in Ségou and Ménaka regions. In addition, due to 
access constraints to the Farabougou village (Segou region), 
WFP and other humanitarian actors in Mali in agremment with 
the Ministry of Social Development delivered food and other 
humanitarian assistance in the area. A total of 40 mt of millet 
and beans and 3,750 litres of oil were transported and handed 
over to the village chief of Farabougou on 21 January 2021. This 
in-kind assistance is intended to cover a non-extendable period 
of two months. 

• WFP will begin the pastoral lean season emergency response 
between March – May 2021 before scaling up to target over 1 
million people, including IDPs and host communities, at the 
height of the agricultural lean season (June – September 2021). 

• In Niger, crisis response activities include the provision of an 
integrated food/cash unconditional and nutrition assistance 
package for crisis affected people (refugees, IDPs, host 
communities and returnees) in areas recurrently affected by 
insecurity. 

• Emergency distribution for assistance to refugees in January 
2021 are ongoing in the zones d’accueil des réfugiés (ZARs) in 
Tahoua region where refugees from Mali are living since 2012 
and are assisted by WFP in the framework of its protracted crisis 
support. WFP targeted approximately 11,800 people (1,700 
households) in January, with food and cash distributions. As of 8 
February 2021, WFP completed distributions and reached all the 
beneficiaries targeted. 

• In Tillabéri region, following NSAG attacks that took place on 2 
January in Tchomobangou and Zaroumaderey villages in 
Tondikiwindi commune, approximately 11,000 IDPs (1,500 
households) fled to seek refuge in Mangaize village. Under the 
framework of the rapid response mechanism (RRM), WFP 
planned to reach approximately 10,000 beneficiaries (over 730 
IDPs households and over 890 host populations households) in 
Mangaize and its surrounding areas (Mogodiougo and 
Makalondi villages) with unconditional food distributions and 
assistance for the prevention of acute malnutrition in children 
aged 6-23 months for a one-month period. Distributions in 
Mangaize and Mogodiougo villages were completed on 26 
January. WFP planned to scale up its operations and reach 
approximately 8,300 IDPs and 5,100 individuals of the host 
populations with a second round of distributions in February. In 
Maradi region, WFP reached so far 56,000 refugees and host 
populations as part of the January distributions (as of 5 
February 2021). January distributions are still pending due to 
security concerns. The cash modality is being used for 40 
percent of the total beneficiaries when security and market 
conditions allow it. 

• On 29 January 2021 the Education Cannot Wait fund (ECW) 
confirmed a contribution to a three-year project that will 
contribute to ensure conditions that enable vulnerable children 
in crisis-affected communities to access a gender-sensitive, 
inclusive, quality education for all. WFP is coordinating with the 
Education Cluster and other partners to discuss the operational 
implementation plan. 

Nutrition Response 

• As part of the non-emergency nutrition response, WFP reached 
157,036 children and PLW for the prevention of acute 
malnutrition activities in Burkina Faso (56,331), Mali, (13,999) 
and Niger (86,706 children and PLW in December 2020, over 
100 percent of the beneficiaries planned for the month).  

• In Burkina Faso, on 27 January, WFP participated in national 
and regional meetings on the major orientations of the 
WFP/UNICEF partnership focusing on the significant reduction 
of acute child malnutrition. A memorandum of understanding 
with UNICEF is being prepared and is expected to be finalized in 
the coming months (it will also include other areas of 
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collaboration such as school canteens and education, social 
protection, capacity strengthening and supply chain). 

• The data analysis results of the national protocol for the 
integrated management of acute malnutrition (PCIMA), 
presented on 28 January 2021, indicated that the coverage of 
the management of acute malnutrition is insufficient or even 
weak in Burkina Faso, due to multiple factors. With regard to 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM), this is partly due to the 
difficulties in supplying nutritional inputs to health centres, 
and the difficult access of beneficiaries to distribution sites. 
The use of a simplified protocol in certain areas and the 
challenges in reporting treatment data may be further 
explanatory factors. 

• The development of a country roadmap for the Global action 
plan on child wasting (GAP) initiative aiming to develop a 
joint UN action plan for the drastic reduction of the acute 
malnutrition prevalence (to less than 5 percent by 2025 and 3 
percent by 2030) started on 8 January 2021. 

• In addition, key results of the 2020 SMART National Nutrition 
Survey outlined that: (i) some regions/provinces of Burkina 
Faso in a situation of insecurity deserve special attention in 
view of the deterioration of the nutritional status indicators 
(especially the Sahel region, which stands out with prevalence 
of malnutrition above critical thresholds set by WHO); and (ii) 
efforts also remain to be made to raise the good practice 
indicators in terms of infant and young child feeding. 

• In Mali, under the nutrition programme, WFP is pursuing 
efforts to support the local production of fortified food 
through a nutrition sensitive value chain approach. WFP Mali 
purchased processing units and is working with women 
groups in Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, Ménaka and Ségou to scale-
up the implementation of this project funded by DEVCO-EU. 

• A pilot to include nutrition education in the primary school 
curriculum was launched in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education in late 2020 and is now being rolled out across 100 
schools in northern regions of Mali in the same communes as 
targeted under the integrated-resilience package. 

• In Niger, due to a contamination issue of some nutrition 
stocks from the main supplier, UNICEF is experiencing a 
significant shortage in nutritional products for SAM. The 
Minister of Health proposed to use WFP’s stocks of Plumpy 
Sup, which is generally used for the treatment of MAM. This 
will have an important impact on WFP’s stock. The analysis of 
the needs and stocks for both agencies is ongoing and is 
being carried out in close consultation with the Ministry of 
Health. 

Resilience response 

• As part of its resilience building activities, WFP supported 
466,695 people for food assistance for assets (FFA) creation 
activities across Burkina Faso (107,388), Mali (16,502) and 
Niger (342,805) in December 2020, reaching 49 percent of the 
beneficiaries planned for the month (COVID-19 impact on the 
implementation of activities).  

• In Burkina Faso, 16,588 participants benefitted from food 
assistance for assets (FFA) activities including rehabilitation or 
development of lowlands, “boulis” (dams), community access 
roads and rural tracks, as well as farming activities. Moreover, 
cultivation techniques like zaï, half-moons, and stone barriers 
were used.  

• In Mali, WFP and the Minister of Agriculture launched the 
construction of a cowpeas (“Niébé”) production and 
processing unit in the Bougouni region on 1 February 
2021.This unit, which is a World Bank initiative implemented 
by WFP and a non-governmental organisation partner Société 
de Coopération pour le Développement International 
(SOCODEVI) aims to improve the quality of rice paddy and 
the processing of cowpeas to enhance food and nutritional 
security while supporting nutrition and agricultural 
development in Mali. 

• WFP Mali is aiming to support an increased number of 
210,000 beneficiaries (compared to pre-COVID) per month, 

 from March to December 2021, with FFA and support for access 
markets. WFP’s assistance is focused within the 20 integrated 
resilience package communes, mostly in northern and central 
regions of the country, with a focus on reinforcing interlinkages 
to school feeding and nutrition activities. 

• In Niger, WFP and UNICEF are partnering for a three-year 
project funded by BMZ in Diffa region ( 2020-2023) to 
strengthen the resilience of the most vulnerable population 
groups and local institutions through multisectoral interventions 
and contribute towards social cohesion in the targeted 
communities. During a meeting held on 26 January 2021, the 
two UN organizations and BMZ summarized the major updates 
on the activities carried out during the last quarter of 2020 and 
discussed next steps. It was noted that the progress in the 
implementation of the project was delayed by the COVID-19 
pandemic and the electoral process. Through this project, WFP 
will support more than 204,000 beneficiaries in 2021. 

• In the Tillabéri region, WFP is supporting the local population in 
the commune of Simiri through the optimization of water control 
in vegetables gardens. In addition, in collaboration with the 
Government, WFP is providing trainings and supervision on the 
use of community assets to strengthen the capacities of local 
communities and contribute to their ownerships of rural 
development activities. 

• In Zinder region, through the FFA activities carried out in January 
2021, WFP provided assistance to approximately 76,000 
beneficiaries through CBT while approximately 3,000 people (441 
households) were targeted for the construction of silos that are 
expected to be completed in February 2021. 

School feeding 

• In December 2020, WFP provided nutritious meals and take-
home rations to 172,091 schoolchildren in Burkina Faso (23,078), 
Mali (2,632) and Niger (146,379), reaching 47 percent of the 
beneficiaries planned for December. This low rate of 
achievement is mainly due to insecurity and COVID-19 restriction 
measures (including schools’ closure). Particularly in Mali, the 
school feeding activities were significantly affected by delays in 
cash delivery, in addition to the schools’ closure imposed by the 
Government. 

• In Burkina Faso as well, the increased insecurity affected schools 
and WFP school feeding activities. On 2 February, approximately 
1.8 mt of food items were stolen by NSAGs in a WFP-supported 
school in Niagassi village (Seno province, Sahel region), and the 
school was subsequently closed. This is the third such incident 
occurring in Seno province and affecting WFP-assisted schools 
since mid-December 2020. WFP revised its pre-positioning 
approach to schools in the area, and the original three months’ 
supply was reduced to one month to limit the risk of similar 
incidents. 

• On another note, WFP continued to support the development of 
a national school feeding and nutrition strategy in Burkina Faso 
(2021-2025). The strategy documents were validated during a 
workshop organized on 29 January in Ouagadougou. 

• In Mali, schools reopened on 25 January following a nationwide 
government-imposed closure since mid-December 2020 to 
prevent transmission of COVID-19. The National Centre for 
School Canteens announced that most of the public schools and 
canteens are now operational. 

• In Niger, school feeding activities resumed on 4 January 2021, in 
compliance with the COVID-19 measures imposed by the 
Government. Canteens were reopened at the start of the school 
year in all the 922 schools supported by WFP, and 155,000 
beneficiaries are being targeted.  

• Cash transfers to schools are underway in 554 schools (out of the 
922 supported by WFP) to enable school committees to 
purchase locally produced food for their canteens via a direct 
transfer of funds to the management committee. This activity is 
reinforcing the local ownership of school canteens programmes 
and is contributing to stimulate the local economy. Overall 
94,000 students are being supported for a one-month period. 
The school management committee already purchased more 

https://www.childwasting.org/
https://www.childwasting.org/
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Assessments and monitoring 
Assessments 

• In Niger, a multisectoral assessment identified almost 500 

households (approximately 3,500 people) in need of assistance 

in the villages of Tarisadat and Tagalate in the commune of Tillia 

(Tahoua region). 

• In addition, WFP is working with the Early Warning System 

Coordination Cell (Cellule de Coordination du Système d'Alerte 

Précoce - CC/SAP) and its partners to organize the next 

nationwide data collection (National Survey on Household Food 

Insecurity Vulnerability – EVIAM) as soon as possible, to inform 

the March 2021 Cadre Harmonisé (CH). This data collection was 

severely delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as security 

constraints that limited WFP and partners’ access to the field. 

WFP will provide financial and technical support to the CC/SAP 

for the EVIAM survey, including mobile data collection in 

inaccessible areas. The preparation of the next CH is also 

challenged by the strike of agents of the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Livestock since September/October 2020, which is blocking 

access to the latest data on agricultural and horticultural 

production in 2020/2021. 

Monitoring 

• In Burkina Faso, a remote post-distribution monitoring (rPDM) 

on CBT was carried out in January 2021 to assess food security 

indicators among over 1,000 displaced households. Preliminary 

results outline that: (i) 33 percent of households have acceptable 

food consumption compared to 19 percent who have poor food 

consumption; (ii) the proportion of households using emergency 

strategies has decreased significantly (of 60 percent, from 

September 2020 to January 2021); and (iii) on average, 75 

percent of the cash received was mostly used to buy food. The 

rest was used for other household needs and education, and as 

savings. 

• In Mali, WFP finalised the initial data analysis on the PDM 

outcome data collected in November 2020 with a report and 

corporate dashboards due to be released in February 2021. In 

addition, the analysis of the baseline data collection for the 

Canada-funded integrated resilience project was finalised and 

presented to UNICEF and FAO (implementing partners for the 

project). 

• In Niger, WFP is implementing its contingency monitoring plan 

to ensure the continuity of monitoring activities in light of the 

heightened insecurity, access issues and COVID-19 restrictions, 

which limits the capacity of WFP staff (including field monitors) 

to follow-up the implementation of WFP’s activities in the field. 

The contingency plan is relying on increased data collection 

through phone calls. Field monitors in WFP sub-offices were 

also trained to collect monitoring information via phone calls. 

The contingency plan also shifted much more responsibility to 

cooperating partners, third-party monitors (TPM) and 

government technical services for monitoring. WFP is in the 

process of re-contracting TPMs to cover the whole country 

(whereas they previously only covered certain hard-to-reach 

regions). 

Clusters and Common services 

Food Security Cluster (FSC) 

• In Burkina Faso, the FSC consolidated the results for the 2020 

operations. Overall 1.45 million people were assisted out of 2.2 

million targeted (2 million for ordinary response and 216,000 for 

COVID-19 response), with a coverage rate of 66 percent. For the 

emergency food assistance, 1.35 million people were assisted 

out of 1.45 million targeted, with a coverage rate of 93 percent. 

For the protection of livelihood, 347,000 people received agri-

pastoral inputs out of 1.07 million targeted, with a coverage rate 

 than 1,500 mt of food for schoolchildren. 

• To support the Ministry of Education with accurate 
monitoring systems and databases, WFP Niger is launching 
“School Connect”, a digital platform providing access to 
information on school feeding activities in real-time. The 
pilot phase of the project will be implemented in 50 
schools with canteens (including schools located in 
insecure areas) from March 2021. A pre-pilot phase was 
already launched in eight school in Tillabéri and Tahoua, 
and two training sessions took place on 26-29 January in 
Niamey and on 27-28 January in Tahoua under the 
supervision of the WFP IT team. A lessons learned session 
was held on 2 February to determine the way forward for 
rollout and implementation. 

Challenges  

Funding 

• In Burkina Faso, due to funding constraints, WFP will be 
constrained to reduce rations, both in-kind and cash-based 
transfers, and coverage for the next six months to ensure 
continued assistance to at least 700,000 IDPs. A 75 percent 
ration will be provided in hard-to-reach areas; in all other 
locations, WFP will provide a 50 percent ration. This 
prioritisation plan, supported by assessments indicating 
that 65 percent of the assisted IDPs are classified as 
vulnerable (poor and very poor), will be implemented from 
March 2021.  

• Furthermore, in addition to the above prioritisation plan, 
WFP has no resources available for the lean season 
response and requires urgent support to ensure assistance 
to over 1.4 million individuals from June to September 
2021. 

• In Mali, a critical funding shortage is expected from May 
2021, and will affect 414,210 beneficiaries including 
127,000 IDPs and 137,280 COVID-19 affected people. To 
cope with the funding constraints, WFP continues to 
distribute 60 percent of the full ration under general food 
distribution, for all other beneficiaries except new IDPs and 
host communities who receive 100 percent rations. 

• In Niger, WFP is facing critical funding constraints starting 
from February 2021, including for emergency response to 
the urgent needs of IDPs, refugees and host communities, 
and for support to food assistance for assets creation 
activities. 

Access 

• In Burkina Faso, humanitarian access remains severe in 
the Oudalan and Yagha provinces of the Sahel region –  
which limited WFP operations – as well as in Foube in the 
Centre-Nord region, where WFP was not able to operate 
over the past months (with the exception of an airlift in 
October 2020). However, in Kelbo (Soum province in Sahel 
region), WFP managed to deliver and distribute food items 
after six months of interruption. 

• In Mali, the situation in Farabougou, Segou region, 

remains sensitive due to the lack of humanitarian access. 

• In Niger, NSAG attacks continue to increase access 
constraints for humanitarian organisations including WFP. 
In Tillabéri region, insecurity caused forced displacements 
of populations and affected current WFP operations by 
limiting humanitarian actors’ access to the population in 
need of assistance. In Tahoua region, WFP is preparing to 
deliver assistance in the villages of Tarisadat and Tagalate 
in the commune of Tillia. However, access remains 
prohibited for humanitarian workers in the two villages due 
to security constraints. WFP is negotiating with local 
authorities to assess possible alternatives. 
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Burkina Faso 

Support to WFP Burkina Faso in 2021 has been 

provided by Austria, Canada, the European 

Commission, Finland, Germany, Italy, 

Luxembourg, Monaco, Norway, Sweden, 

Switzerland, the United Kingdom (UK), UN 

Other Funds and the United States of America 

(USA). Additional support has been provided 

by UN CERF.  
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(USA). Additional support has been provided 

by UN CERF.  
 

of 32 percent. 

• In Niger, the FSC revised the number of people in need at 

2 million, of which 1.3 million people are being prioritized. 

These figures were used for the finalization of the 2021 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). On February 4, the 

government launched the Plan de Soutien and HRP 2021 

as well as the government’s Plan de Soutien, which were 

both officially launched on 4 February. In terms of food 

security needs, both the Plan de Soutien and the HRP are 

based on the results of the Cadre Harmonisé exercise 

conducted in November 2020 which estimated that 1.3 

million people were food insecure from October to 

December 2020. This number is projected at 1.7 million 

during the lean season (June-August 2021). 

Logistics Cluster 

• In Burkina Faso, the storage capacity of the Logistics 

Cluster facility site in Kaya (Centre-Nord) was doubled to 

620 m2. Sites for the implementation of similar storage 

facilities were identified in Fada N’Gourma and 

Ouahigouya, where the Logistics Cluster plans to start 

facilitating – in March 2021 – free-to-user storage services 

to the humanitarian community. 

IT Common Services (ETC) 

• In Burkina Faso, a joint mission ETC/IT is taking place 

from 9 to 23 February in Fada (Est region), Kaya (Centre-

Nord region), and Ouahigouya (Nord region). The mission 

is focusing on: (i) the maintenance of solar panels; (ii) the 

maintenance of the One UN VHF radio communication 

system; and (ii) in Ouahigouya, the realisation of an 

assessment for the One-UN house IT equipment 

relocation.  

• A concept note for providing Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) services to the 

humanitarian community in Djibo (Sahel region) was 

approved. Before implementation, a second assessment 

mission is planned for 23 February. 

• In Niger, On 9 February, the Emergency 

Telecommunications working group held a meeting with 

the Security cell to review the progress of the implementation of 

the Telecommunications Security Standards (TESS) project. The 

Cluster discussed the status of the project, the relevance of the 

smartphone and the GSM connectivity to comply with the TESS 

recommendations. A support mission is planned for March 2021 

to launch the migration from Digital to Analog communication 

as approved by the country team. The maintenance of the 

communication system in all regions was finalised and new 

equipment will be purchased in replacement of the outdated 

ones. Moreover, all WFP sub-offices and vehicles will be 

equipped with satellite communication. This will significantly 

improve the reliability of security communication in Niger. 

 

      UN Humanitarian Air Service 
(UNHAS) 

• In Burkina Faso in January, UNHAS conducted eight flights, 

reaching seven locations, and transporting 41 passengers from 

five organizations, including one diplomatic mission, one UN 

agency, and three non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  

• UNHAS operations switched to a cost-recovery approach since 1 

January. Flights to and from Ouagadougou cost USD 120 (per 

way), while flights between localities cost USD 50 (per way). 

• WFP delivered – via UNHAS – 4.8 mt of nutritional products to 

Pama (Est region) for the treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition among IDPs and host population. The intervention 

was essential as populations were deprived of assistance for 

more than six months due to insecurity by road. 

• In Mali, in January 2021 UNHAS services were used by 82 

organizations. In total, 921 passengers and 7,064 kgs of freight 

were transported to twelve destinations. 

• UNHAS is also managing an ECHO flight aircraft based in Mopti 

and serving seven destinations across the country. Through 

ECHO flight, 146 passengers and 1,482 kgs of light cargo were 

transported for 22 organizations in January 2021. 

• In Niger, from 15 to 31 January, 392 passengers and 2,330 kg of 

cargo were transported by UNHAS. Two medical evacuation 

(MEDEVAC) were conducted. 

 

Mali 
Support to WFP Mali in 2021 has been provided 

by Canada, Denmark, the European Commission, 

Germany, Italy, Mali (via the World Bank), 

Monaco, Private Donors, Switzerland, the UK and 

the USA.  
 

Niger 

 Support to WFP Niger in 2021 has been 

provided by Canada, the European 

Commission, Finland, Germany, the Republic 

of Korea, Switzerland, UN Other Funds and 

Agencies, the UK, and the USA. Additional 

support has been provided by 

UNICEF/Education Cannot Wait.  
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