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Caption: WFP resilience activities in Niger – Baby Nana receives Plumpy Sup.  
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In Numbers  
 

14.4 million people in need of humanitarian assistance 

in Burkina Faso (3.5 m), Mali (7.1 m), and Niger (3.8 m). 
(OCHA) 

6.5 million people projected to be in severe food 

insecurity (2021 lean season).  

7 million people targeted in 2021 by WFP under the 

Country Strategic Plans in Burkina Faso (2.6 m), Mali (1.4 

m), and Niger (3 m) until end December 2021. 

1.8 million people internally displaced (IDPs) in Burkina 

Faso (1.1 m), Mali (347,000), and Niger (300,300). 

304,000 refugees in Burkina Faso (22,000), Mali (47,600), 

and Niger (234,300). 

1.1 million vulnerable people were assisted by WFP and 

partners in February 2021 only, across Burkina Faso 

(801,000), Mali (329,477). Niger reached 507,367 

beneficiaries in January 2021. 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (April-September 2021) 
As of 26 March, 2021 

Total Net Funding Requirements USD 338 million  

Burkina Faso USD 138.8 million 

Mali USD 93.9 million 

Niger USD 105.4 million 

Situation Update 

Security 

• The security situation remains volatile in the three Central Sahel 
countries with increasing non-state armed groups (NSAGs) 

attacks targeting both the civilian population and the military in 
Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. In Burkina Faso, the security 

situation continues to remain extremely volatile in country, 
especially in the Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions, 

with several NSAGs attacks, killings, and kidnappings being 

reported. In Mali as well, insecurity is growing with NSAGs 
expanding their control and influence particularly in the 

southern regions of Kayes and Koulikoro. The security situation 
in Niger remains also worrying, especially in Maradi, Tillabéri, 

Diffa and Tahoua regions. On 15 March, 64 civilians were killed 
and five wounded in an NSAGs attack in two villages in the 

western region of Tillabéri near the border with Mali. On 21 
March, 157 people were killed in an NSAGs attack on two 

villages in the department of Tillia (Tahoua region). This was the 
deadliest in Niger in recent years. In the southern band of the 

Maradi region, populations in villages in , Madarounfa 

department (commune of Gabi) and Tibiri near the Nigerian 
border continue to face persistent NSAGs attacks. In Tillabéri 

region, several security incidents were reported during the 
reporting period, including the explosion of improvised 

explosive devices (IED), theft of livestock, kidnappings, threats, 
and demands of payoffs to the local population. On 31 March, 

an attempted coup in the capital Niamey was prevented by the 
Defence and Security Forces. Exchanges of gunfire between the 

presidential guard and armed individuals were reported during 

the night in the city centre. No deaths or injuries were 

recorded, and all WFP staff were found safe. 

Access 
• In Burkina Faso, the humanitarian access remains severe in the 

Sahel region, especially in the Yagha province, as well as in 
Foubé in the Centre-Nord region. In Niger, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs issued a Note Verbale on 2 September 
restricting all diplomatic and international organization travel 

outside of all main city limits, unless accompanied by military 
escort. This presented major challenges to WFP’s ongoing and 

planned activity implementation in all areas of the country. 

While access constraints remain enforced, a small joint working 
group composed of the High-level Committee and government 

members was put in place to develop consensual alternatives. 

WFP Central Sahel 
Situation Report  
3 April 2021 
 

 

 

 

Highlights 
As of 28 March 2021, WHO reported 27,433 confirmed cumulative 

COVID-19 cases in the Central Sahel countries: Burkina Faso 

(12,673), Mali (9,773) and Niger (4,987). This represents a 75 percent 

increase since 29 December 2020 (15,361 cases). So far 706 people in 

the three Central Sahel countries lost their lives due to the pandemic 

(53 percent in Mali, 26 percent in Niger and 21 percent in Burkina 

Faso). 

WFP has started planning the lean season assistance to the most 
vulnerable populations in the Central Sahel countries that begins in 
June, when food and nutrition assistance are most acute. However, 
critical funding deficit is affecting the emergency response.  

▪ In Burkina Faso, WFP was forced to implement a prioritization plan 
from March for its emergency operations. Both in-kind rations and 
cash-based transfers were reduced, as well as coverage, to ensure 
continued assistance to at least 700,000 IDPs. A 75 percent ration is 
provided in hard-to-reach areas, prioritizing assistance where access 
was more difficult and irregular; in all other locations, WFP provides 
a 50 percent ration. Other beneficiary groups (refugees and host-
communities) residing in these localities also have their rations 
reduced to avoid any intercommunal tension among targeted 
groups. Furthermore, urgent funding is needed for the upcoming 
lean season, as currently less than 15 percent of the required 
resources is available for WFP to assist 1.4 million vulnerable people 
for three months.  

▪ In Mali, a lack of resources is expected from May 2021, affecting 
414,210 beneficiaries including 127,000 IDPs and 137,280 COVID-
19-affected people. This funding gap is likely to quickly increase for 
the lean season from June to September with WFP requiring funds 
in advance to ensure food is prepositioned. 

▪ In Niger, the most significant and urgent lack of resources remains 
under the emergency response as well and need to be addressed to 
continue providing assistance to vulnerable IDPs, refugees and host 
communities in the coming months. The prices of local foodstuffs is 
increasing significantly, and WFP will probably need to downscale its 
cash-based assistance and further increase food transfers. This 
increase in market prices, combined with the already fragile security 
context and the lean season period fast approaching (starting in 
April for herders), is paving the road for a food crisis that will likely 
materialize in the coming months. 

▪  

WFP urgently requires USD 338 million from April to September 
2021 to carry out its planned lifesaving operations in the Central 
Sahel and pre-position relief items before the lean season. 

•  

 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHO2021_EN.pdf
file:///C:/Users/maimouna.ndiaye/Downloads/20210330_Weekly_Epi_Update_33.pdf
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 WFP Response 
 

• In February 2021, WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 
1,130,740 vulnerable people in Burkina Faso (801,263) and Mali 
(329,477), (795,144) and Mali (237,729), reaching 87 percent of 
the beneficiaries targeted for emergency food and nutrition 
assistance in January. Niger prioritised 480,098 vulnerable 
people in January. 

 

Crisis Response 

• In January 2021, WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 
1,032,873 vulnerable people in Burkina Faso (795,144) and Mali 
(237,729), reaching 87 percent of the beneficiaries targeted for 
emergency food and nutrition assistance in January. Niger 
reached 226,350 vulnerable people in January (51 percent of 
the planned beneficiaries). The number of beneficiaries reached 

in Niger in February is not yet available. 

• In Burkina Faso, the crisis response includes general food 
distributions to IDPs and refugees, emergency school feeding 

activities and nutrition in emergency. 

• In February, WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 641,314 
IDPs and 5,387 Malian refugees, with both in-kind food and 
CBT assistance. Within the framework of an ongoing relocation 
operation conducted by UNHCR, WFP also offered hot and 
nutritious meals to 1,455 refugees who moved from the 
Mentao camp to Goudébou camp upon their arrival. A total of 
108,590 IDPs received direct cash while 226,421 IDPs were 
assisted via mobile money transfers and 7,211 IDPs through e-
vouchers. A total of 5,387 refugees received direct cash as well. 
WFP implements prevention and treatment of malnutrition in 
both emergency and non-emergency settings. With regard to 
emergency nutrition assistance in February, WFP provided 
specialized nutritious foods to 25,433 displaced children aged 
6-23 months and pregnant and lactating women and girls 
(PLWG) to prevent acute malnutrition. WFP’s emergency 
response for the treatment of acute malnutrition reached 

37,571 children and PLWGs. 

• March distributions are underway, based on WFP prioritization 
plan. The prioritization plan is supported by the move from 
status-based targeting to vulnerability-based targeting, in a 
way to prioritize assistance to poor and very poor IDPs. 
Revised targeting system is based on the socio-economic 
assessments conducted on existing WFP beneficiaries 
conducted at the end of 2020. The introduction of the 
targeting approach was conducted in coordination with 
relevant authorities and partners, and supported by advocacy, 
communication and sensitization messages targeting  

beneficiaries and relevant stakeholders.  

• In Mali, the crisis response includes general food distribution 
through CBT and a package of nutrition intervention (prevention 

and treatment of acute malnutrition and caretakers) .  

• WFP reached 237,729 crisis-affected people in January 2021. 
The emergency assistance through cash-based transfers (CBT) 
for March is ongoing in the northern and central regions of 
Mali, targeting 327,000 IDPs and vulnerable host families.  

• In Niger, crisis response activities include the provision of an 
integrated food/cash unconditional and nutrition assistance 
package for crisis affected people (refugees, IDPs, host 
communities and returnees) in areas recurrently affected by 
insecurity. 

• Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, WFP is closely 
working with the Dispositif National de Prévention et de Gestion 
des Crises Alimentaires (DNPGCA), UNICEF, and the World Bank 
to scale up the national Adaptive Social Protection (ASP) 
programme, to address the socio-economic impact of the 
pandemic on vulnerable households. WFP targeted 670,000 
people with CBT distributions in the framework of ASP 
assistance. Between September 2020, and January 2021, WFP 

 

 

assisted more than 90,000 households (approximately 630,000 
beneficiaries) in 36 municipalities in the regions of Dosso, Diffa, 
Maradi, Tahoua, Tillabéri, Agadez and Zinder with more than 
USD 7.4 million distributed. Beyond this short-term COVID-19 
response, WFP aims to support DNPGCA in building a more 
shock-responsive ASP system. 

• As additional BMZ funding for the ASP COVID response were 
confirmed for Mali, Niger, and Mauritania. WFP is now 
consulting with governments, UNICEF, and the World Bank to 
design the second phase of the assistance. 

• In Tahoua region, WFP worked closely with its implementing 
partner Association Pour le Bien-Être (APBE) in February 2021, 
on the possible extension of the protracted crisis intervention in 
the commune of Tassara. This extension aims to assist, 3,300 
IDPs with unconditional food distributions for a period of 10 
months. 

• In Tillabéri region, WFP provided emergency response following 
the attacks that took place on 2 January in the two villages of 
the commune of Tondikiwindi (Tchomobangou and 
Zaroumaderey) where almost 1,500 internally displaced 
households (approximately 11,000 people) escaped to 
Mangaize. Under the framework of the Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM), WFP reached more than 730 IDPs 
households and more than 890 host populations households 
(approximately 10,000 beneficiaries) in Mangaize and the 
surrounding areas (Mogodiougo and Makalondi villages) with 
unconditional food distributions and prevention of acute 
malnutrition for children aged 6-23 months for one month.  

• Following the distribution of the first round, WFP expanded its 
operation and reached 13,000 beneficiaries (approximately 
8,300 IDPs and 5,100 individuals of the host populations) with a 
second round of distribution in February. A third round of 
distributions began on 29 March. Access constraints remain 
very high in the village of Mangaize. WFP is currently able to 
reach the affected IDPs only through its partner (NGO Karkara) 
which is accessing the site keeping a low-profile mode, allowing 
the delivering of assistance. A targeting exercise is ongoing and 
will identify the IDPs who are still vulnerable and will transition 
to post-RRM assistance, thus receiving monthly distributions all 
year long in the framework of the protracted crisis component. 

• WFP identified the intervention zones for the protracted 
emergency response in Tillabéri region in 2021. The 
unconditional food assistance, which runs from February to 
December 2021, covers nine communes to reach 80,000 
vulnerable people.  

• In Diffa region, in the framework of the protracted crisis, WFP 
reached more than 41,800 beneficiaries (approximately 5,900 
households) with unconditional food distributions and 
nutritional supplement for children aged 6-23 months in the 
communes of Diffa, Gueskerou, Kablewa and Nguigmi.  

• In Maradi region, WFP targeted more than 75,000 between 
refugees and host populations with unconditional distributions 
in the framework of protracted crisis that started in 2019. 
Distributions were delayed due to security restriction in the 
areas were the refugees are settled along the border with 
Nigeria. WFP reached more than 66,000 people for the January 
distribution which was completed in February. The cash 
modality is being used for the 40 percent of the total 
beneficiaries when security and market conditions allow it.  

Nutrition Response 

• As part of the non-emergency nutrition response, WFP reached 
157,036 children and PLW for the prevention of acute 
malnutrition activities in Burkina Faso (25,433), Mali, (13,999) 
and Niger (86,706 children and PLWG in December 2020, over 

100 percent of the beneficiaries planned for the month).  

In Burkina Faso: nutrition activities were carried out both under 
the crisis response (nutrition in emergency) and regular 

nutritional portfolio.  
WFP supported 25,433 displaced children aged 6-23 months 
and pregnant and lactating women and girls (PLWG) with 



Page | 3  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

specialized nutritious food. In addition, 27,034 children aged 
6-59 months and 10,537 PLWG benefitted from WFP 
programme on the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM). 

• In Mali, a nutrition package for the prevention and treatment 
of acute malnutrition activities are included in the crisis 
response. Regular nutrition assistance activities include the 
prevention of stunting for children and cash for nutrition 

awareness for PLWG. 

• In Zinder region, in Niger, a slight degradation of the 
nutritional situation was registered in January 2021 in the 
intervention villages (global acute malnutrition reached 2 
percent while in December 2020 was 1 percent). In Diffa 
region, in the framework of the protracted crisis, WFP 
reached more than 41,800 beneficiaries (approximately 5,900 
households) with unconditional food distributions and 
nutritional supplement for children aged 6-23 months in the 
communes of Diffa, Gueskerou, Kablewa and Nguigmi.  

Resilience response 

• In Mali, resilience activities include FFA and smallholder 
agriculture market support (SAMS) which are quarterly 
planned. WFP supported 36,756 people for food assistance 
for assets (FFA) creation activities in Mali in January. 

• In Burkina Faso, 407 farmers in the Centre-Nord region 
affected by a drought were compensated by climate micro-
insurance in February, allowing them to compensate for 
production losses and restart their agricultural activities. 
Through its climate microinsurance initiative, WFP encourages 
farmers to invest in disaster risk reduction in order to protect 
their livelihoods. So far, 2,500 small producers have 
subscribed to the microinsurance.  

• In Mali, WFP Mali is aiming to support an increased number 
of 210,000 beneficiaries (compared to pre-COVID) per month, 
from March to December 2021, with FFA and support for 
access markets. WFP’s assistance is focused within the 20 
integrated resilience package communes, mostly in northern 
and central regions of the country, with a focus on reinforcing 
interlinkages to school feeding and nutrition activities.  

• In Niger, WFP partnered with UNICEF for resilience and social 
cohesion in Diffa region through a three-years project (2020-
2023) aiming to strengthen the resilience of the most 
vulnerable population groups and local institutions via 
multisectoral interventions, while contributing towards social 
cohesion in the targeted communities. The joint planning is 
being updated from March 2021, in consultation with the 
Government and key partners, to make adjustments where 
needed vis-à-vis implementation constraints and to better 
take into account conflict-sensitivity along the project cycle.  

• In addition, FFA activities targeting 474,000 beneficiaries were 
launched since January 2021 and include assistance through 
food or CBT, capacity strengthening activities on land and 
water management techniques, income generating activities 
for the youth/women (provision of tools, trainings, nurseries 
for women/youth groups, compost making, trainings on 
locally produced masks and soap/gel. 

• WFP is also setting up innovative approaches such as 
“ecological farms” where solar-powered pumps extract 
groundwater through boreholes, facilitating irrigation and 
organic fertilisation on market gardening sites to allow 
vulnerable households to grow crops for consumption and 
marketing, while optimising the use of scarce water 
resources., WFP is also working with communities to support 
composting through Bio-Digestors, transforming plants into 
natural fertilisers while simultaneously producing biogas. This 
local solution allows, for example, school canteens to access 
energy for the preparation of meals. 

• WFP is providing financial and technical support to the 
Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs who is leading technical 
working groups on the Comité Technique Tripartite Nexus 
Urgence et Développement (CTTNUD). This technical support 
on nexus priorities is extended to the Haut Commissariat les 
Nigériens nourrissent les Nigériens (HC3N) who is co-leading 
the CTTNUD, as well as to the DNPGCA and line ministries 

 who are part of the CTTNUD. WFP is also supporting the 
advocacy and coordination efforts promoted by the CTTNUD at 
national and sub-national levels. WFP played a key role in the 
development of the Nexus operationalization action plan, 
currently under review at government level 

• In Diffa region, within the framework of the joint WFP/UNICEF 
project on resilience and social cohesion, a coordination meeting 
was organized with UNDP in relation to its Regional Strategy for 
the Stabilization, Recovery and Resilience (RSS).The RSS is 
seeking to stabilize, recover and build resilience of affected 
communities in eight regions of the four countries around the 
Lake Chad basin - Cameroon, Chad, Niger (Diffa region) and 
Nigeria. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange on the 
possible complementarities of the two projects which have 
similarities on the social cohesion and capacity strengthening 
components. 

• In Zinder region, due to a discrepancy between the number of 
households planned to be reached by WFP and the ones 
targeted by WFP’s partner RISE II (CRS/GUIRMA), WFP conducted 
a targeting exercise based on a socio-economic classification of 
households in the 29 villages selected for resilience activities in 
2021. Approximately 11,000 beneficiaries (more than 1,560 
households) were targeted in two communes (Gouchi and 

Mallawa). 

• WFP is collaborating with the Ministry of environment for the 
implementation of the community-based participatory planning 
(CBPP) tool for scaling up resilience building activit ies in Zinder 
region through assets creation and complementary partners’ 
efforts. A total of 40 sites were identified for the CBPP and the 
sub-office is preparing trainings for implementation of the 
project. 

School feeding 

• In January 2021, WFP provided nutritious meals and take-home 
rations to 60,105 schoolchildren in Burkina Faso (51,995) and 
Mali (8,110) in January. This low rate of achievement is mainly 
due to insecurity and COVID-19 restriction measures (including 
schools’ closure). Particularly in Mali, the school feeding activities 
were significantly affected by delays in cash delivery, in addition 

to the schools’ closure imposed by the Government. 

• In Burkina Faso : Via regular and emergency school feeding 
programmes WFP assisted 106,080 schoolchildren with hot 
meals and snacks during the month of February. This included 
11,524 girls assisted with take-home rations (dry cereals) to 
reduce the dropout rates of girls. 

• In Mali, school feeding activities are ongoing in 575 out of 656 
schools supported by WFP. However, a total of 81 schools are 
closed due to insecurity. Among the functioning schools, 100 
were selected by the National Centre for School Canteens to 
pilot the Nutri-school programme in 2021. It consists of raising 
the awareness of students, teachers and parents on hygiene and 

best feeding practices. 

• In Niger, WFP began supporting 560 new schools under its 
school feeding programme in March 2021, targeting 62,000 new 
beneficiaries. This brings the total number of schools supported 
by WFP to 1,482, while the total number of beneficiaries 
increased to 241,000. Cash transfers to schools are underway in 
554 schools, to enable school committees to purchase locally 
produced food for their canteens. This activity is reinforcing the 
local ownership of school canteens programmes and is 
contributing to stimulate the local economy. A total of 94,000 
students are being supported for one month through this 
operation. In Tillabéri region, the school of Thiomabangou 
(commune of Tondikiwindi) was closed after an NSAGs attack on 
2 January, and WFP was forced to suspend its school feeding 
assistance. The school reopened recently, and WFP is resuming 
school feeding activities, delivering food to the school. In Zinder 
region, 170 new schools were included in the school feeding 
programme, for a total of more than 19,800 beneficiaries, with 47 
percent of which (around 9,321) being women. 
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Assessments and monitoring 
Assessments 

• In Burkina Faso, WFP took part in the March Cadre Harmonisé 
analysis exercise. Results outline that over 2.86 million people 

are projected to be in food security phase 3-4 during the lean 
season (June - September) of which 344,370 people in phase 4. 

2 provinces in the Sahel region are expected to be in phase 4 

(emergency) and 11 provinces in phase 3 (crisis).  

• WFP and the Burkina Faso National Society for the Management 

of Food Security Stocks.) (SONAGESS) published the interim 
report of an in-depth study on agricultural markets in Burkina 

Faso. This study made it possible to evaluate the real impact of 
the successive crises that the country has experienced over the 

past ten years on agricultural markets, and to measure their 
level of functioning. It showed that interventions using CBT are 

feasible on all the country's markets, with some risks on those of 
Arbinda and Gorom-Gorom in the Sahel region, Gayéri in the 

East region, and Founza in the Hauts-Bassins region. 

• In Mali, WFP completed a targeting exercise in Kayes region for 

the 2021 seasonal assistance. To minimise inclusion and 

exclusion errors, beneficiaries’ registration was carried out by 
village committees under the supervision of WFP’s cooperating 

partners.  

• In Koulikoro region, WFP in collaboration with local authorities, 

carried out a rapid needs’ assessment of newly displaced 
persons in the Health district of Fana. WFP also distributed SIM 

cards to flood-affected families in five communes of Bamako 
where emergency food assistance was planned for mid-April 

2021. 

• In Gao, projected analyses of the food security situation 
conducted by the government services indicated that the 

expected net cereal production in the region is 49,948 mt 
against 147,574 mt of estimated needs. If this projection is 

confirmed, the regional production will experience a 37 percent 
deficit (-97,626 mt) compared to the real populations’ needs. 

Furthermore, recommendation was made to equip farmers with 
motorized water pumps and agricultural tools and rehabilitate 

irrigation schemes for rice production and market gardening 

activities. 

• In Mopti region, off-season production is ongoing with 12 

percent of irrigated crops already transplanted and 100 percent 
of market gardening sowed and transplanted. The grazing 

situation in the region is assessed to be average with a low 
natural biomass coverage in places. The water situation (for the 

cattle) is generally acceptable though insecurity continues to 

reduce animals’ mobility. 

• In Niger, following the results of the November 2020 Cadre 
Harmonisé (CH), which estimated 1.2 million people to be food 

insecure during the period October-December 2020 and 1.7 
million over the next lean season (June-September 2021), the 

Food Security Cluster (FSC) revised the number of persons in 

need at 2 million, of which 1.3 million persons are being 
prioritized. These figures were used for the finalization of the 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2021. On 4 February, the 
HRP 2021 and the government’s Plan de Soutien were both 

officially launched. WFP plans to cover from 50 to 60 percent of 
the number of beneficiaries of the 2021 Plan de Soutien 

according to the resources level. The results of the March 2021 
Cadre Harmonisé session estimated that 1.6 million people are 

currently food insecure and require emergency food assistance 
(a 30 percent increase compared to the estimation of the 

November CH). This number will increase to 2.3 million people 

during the lean season (June-August 2021) (a 32 percent 
increase compared to the estimation of the November 2020 

CH). 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring 

• In Burkina Faso, key results of a remote post-distribution 
monitoring (rPDM) conducted in January among displaced 

households benefitting from CBT assistance outlined that: (i) 33 
percent of households have acceptable food consumption 

compared to 19 percent who have poor food consumption; and 
(ii) the proportion of households using emergency strategies 

decreased significantly (of 60 percent, from September 2020 to 

January 2021). 

• In Mali, as part of its market monitoring exercise, WFP is 

expanding the list of products to be monitored in areas 
targeted by the DEVCO-funded food and nutrition security 

project (CRIALCES). This additional list includes 13 products with 
high nutritional values such as wheat, cassava, orange, sweet 

potato, red sweet potato, cowpea, tomato, cabbage, salad, 

cassava leaf, potato leaf, banana, and palm oil. 

• In Niger, WFP began a targeting exercises to identify the 
beneficiaries for its 2021 protracted crisis assistance and for new 

multi-year resilience programmes starting this year in new sites. 

• WFP is creating standard of procedures (SOPs) for operations in 

hard-to-reach areas where even WFP’s implementing partners 

and third-party monitors have no access due to security 
constraints. These SOPs outline the steps to carry out targeting 

and outcome monitoring activities remotely, and for carrying 
out distributions and process monitoring in nearby accessible 

areas. 

• Clusters and Common services 

Food Security Cluster (FSC) 

• In Burkina Faso, the revised vulnerability-based targeting is 

operational in the Food Security Cluster (FSC). Partners planned 

74 percent IDPs of the previous number. Consequently, the 
current number is now up to 780,000 IDPs – out of which WFP 

accounts for 602,000 of them (77 percent). 

• The FSC members assisted 821,000 IDPs in January, out of 1.07 

million officially registered at the time. This includes 745,000 
IDPs assisted by WFP (i.e. 90 percent of the overall FSC 

response). In addition, in early March, WFP informed cluster 
members on the rationale for food rations reductions and for 

the vulnerability-based targeting process.  

• In Niger, following the result of the March 2021 CH, the FCS is 

collecting planned figures information from partners and the 

Government. 

Logistics Cluster 

• In Burkina Faso, Five regional logistics planning maps were 

created and published on the Logistics Cluster’s webpage, 

namely: Boucle du Mouhoun, Est, Nord, Sahel, and Centre-Nord.  

• A map of the flood frequencies in Burkina Faso was created and 

published on the Logistics Cluster’s webpage. 

IT Common Services (ETC) 

• In Burkina Faso, WFP advanced internal funding to kickstart the 
phase II activities of the TESS project. Both procurement 

processes were launched for the TESS phase II and for the 
National Food Security Stock Management Entity (SONAGESS) 

capacity strengthening project.  

• In collaboration with WFP Headquarters, a complete VSAT kit 

was ordered to be installed in Djibo (Sahel), with the objective 

of providing data services for partners and the humanitarian 

community. 

• In Niger, On 9 February, the Emergency Telecommunications 
working group held a meeting with the Security cell to review 

the progress of the implementation of the Telecommunications 
Security Standards (TESS) project. The Cluster discussed the 

status of the project, the relevance of the smartphone and the 
GSM connectivity to comply with the TESS recommendations. A 

support mission is planned for April 2021 to launch the 

https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/etude-approfondie-des-march-s-agricoles-et-de-l-enqu-te-mfi-au-burkina-faso
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/etude-approfondie-des-march-s-agricoles-et-de-l-enqu-te-mfi-au-burkina-faso
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/etude-approfondie-des-march-s-agricoles-et-de-l-enqu-te-mfi-au-burkina-faso
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-generale-de-planification-logistique-boucledumouhoun-mars-2021
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-generale-de-planification-logistique-est-mars-2021
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-generale-de-planification-logistique-nord-mars-2021
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-generale-de-planification-logistique-sahel-mars-2021
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-generale-de-planification-logistique-centre-nord-mars-2021
https://logcluster.org/map/burkina-faso-carte-historique-de-pluviometrie-mars-2021
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Burkina Faso 

Support to WFP Burkina Faso in 2021 has been provided by Austria, 

Burkina Faso (via the World Bank), Canada, the European Commission, 

France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Monaco, Private Donors, Sweden, 

Switzerland, the United Kingdom (UK), UN CERF and the United States 

of America (USA).  
 

 

Mali 
Support to WFP Mali in 2021 has been provided by Canada, 

Denmark, the European Commission, Germany, Italy, Mali (via the 

World Bank), Monaco, Private Donors, Switzerland, the UK, and the 

USA.  
 

Niger 

Support to WFP Niger in 2021 has been provided by Canada, 

Denmark, the European Commission, Finland, France, Germany, 

Japan, Luxembourg, Monaco, New Zealand, Norway, Private Donors, 

Republic of Korea, Spain, Switzerland, UN Other Funds and Agencies, 

the UK, and the USA. Additional support has been provided by UN 

CERF and UNICEF/Education Cannot Wait.  
 

migration from Digital to Analog communication as approved 

by the country team. The maintenance of the communication 

system in all regions was finalised and new equipment will be 
purchased in replacement of the outdated ones. Moreover, all 

WFP sub-offices and vehicles will be equipped with satellite 
communication. This will significantly improve the reliability of 

security communication in Niger. 

 

      UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

• In Burkina Faso, in March, UNHAS facilitated 55 flights 

transporting 184 passengers, serving 16 users, and reaching 13 

localities.  

• A new UNHAS flight schedule took effect on 8 March, offering a 
fourth regular weekly flight and second rotation per location, as 

well as five new destinations. 

• In Mali, UNHAS services were used by 82 organizations in 
February 2021. In total, 936 passengers and 2,521 kgs of freight 

were transported to eleven destinations within the country. 
UNHAS is also managing an ECHO-flight aircraft based in Mopti 

and serving seven destinations across the country. Through 
ECHO-flight, 51 passengers and 1,566 kgs of light cargo were 

transported for 22 organizations in February 2021. 

• In addition to its regular flights, UNHAS Mali supported the 

Ebola response in N’zerekore, Guinea Conakry with a special 
flight requested by OCHA on 15 and 19 February 2021. 

Additionally, two flights to N’zerekore from Bamako and 

Conakry are planned in March 2021.  

• UNHAS also supported an inter-agency field mission led by the 

Deputy UN SRSG, Mrs Mbaranga Gasarabwe to Ménaka and 

Gao on 3 and 4 March 2021. 

• In Niger, the mobile data network shutdown in Niger affected 
UNHAS services. Since the morning of 24 February, UNHAS had 

to temporarily suspend its operations due to the difficulty in 
processing booking requests, issuing tickets, publishing flight 

schedules and passengers manifests. UNHAS immediately 

activated to find alternative solution and organised a temporary 
new booking system to allow manual reservations. UNHAS 

contacted organisation focal points on the temporary procedure 
for completing hardcopy forms, with details of the deposit 

process. As a result, flights were able to resume on 2 March, and 

all UNHAS users received a temporary weekly schedule. 

• In March 2021, 953 passengers and 5,872 kg of cargo were 
transported by UNHAS and three medical evacuation were 

conducted. A number of UNHAS flights that were scheduled in 
March 2021 were cancelled due to poor visibility or the security 
situation in Niamey following the attempted coup. 

WFP Funding Partners 
 

 

https://prod-static.humanitarianbooking.wfp.org/media/facility_buttons/facility_id_2048/UNHAS_BF_flight_schedule_and_map_-_APRIL_2021.pdf

