
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

2,890 mt of food assistance distributed 

USD 1.8 million cash-based transfers made 

USD 49 m six months (October 2021-March 

2022) net funding requirements 

562,187 people assisted  

in September 2021 

WFP Central African 
Republic  
Country Brief 
September 2021    
 

 

 

 

Operational Context  

The Central African Republic (CAR) is a landlocked country with a 

population of 4.9 million people. Though the Government is 

working on a long recovery process since the major security 

crisis in 2013, CAR continues to face a large-scale humanitarian 

crisis. A resurgence of the country’s longstanding conflict was 

seen after recent elections that led to further displacements and 

increased humanitarian needs.  

At the end of 2020, the number of people in need of 

humanitarian assistance grew from 2.6 million in (January) 2020 

to 2.8 million. This includes 2.3 million people who are 

considered food insecure. More people are at the stages of crisis 

(IPC Phase 3) and emergency (IPC Phase 4). Without assistance, 

this could deteriorate further during the lean season. 

Exacerbating the situation, the socio-economic impact of COVID-

19, has also left more people unable to meet their basic food 

needs.  

Situated on a fertile plateau and abundant in water resources, 

CAR has considerable agricultural potential. It also has a wealth 

of mineral resources. However, due to the multifaceted 

challenges, relevant socio-economic development indicators in 

CAR show a bad standing with 75 percent of the population 

living under the international poverty line (USD 1.90 per day).  

WFP operations are focused on life-saving interventions to 

improve food and nutrition security for the most vulnerable 

crisis-affected people while simultaneously contributing to 

Government capacity strengthening and supporting recovery 

programmes in relatively secure areas. WFP provides support to 

smallholder farmers in restoring and enhancing their productive 

assets, as well as building resilience to future crises. WFP has 

been present in CAR since 1969. 

 

 

 
2019 Human Development 

Index: 188 out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 38% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 4.8 million 

Income Level: Low income 

Operational Updates 

General Food Assistance 

• WFP continues to provide food assistance to people 

who are most affected by food insecurity to meet their 

food and nutrition needs. In September 2021, WFP 

provided assistance to 413,740 people through the 

distribution of 2,557 mt of food items. A total of USD 

1.3 million was disbursed as cash assistance. However, 

beneficiaries in some areas including Bria and Bangui 

did not receive cash-assistance because of lack of 

funds. Among those assisted, WFP reached 153,283 

displaced persons,142,975 residents and 265,929 

returnees. WFP is rolling out a plan with UNHCR to 

provide food assistance to refugees arriving from 

Congo, Chad and Sudan in October. WFP food baskets 

consist of cereals, pulses, vegetable oil and salt. 

 

Prevention and Treatment of Malnutrition  

• WFP distributed specialized nutritious food to 12,291 

children aged 6-23 months and 6,468 people living with 

HIV (PLHIV) to prevent malnutrition. In addition, 9,275 

families of PLHIVs received cash assistance to support 

food insecurity at the household level.  

 

• To prevent stunting, WFP also distributed nutrition 

products to 26,697 children aged 6-23 months, and 

4,294 pregnant and lactating women and girls. The 

shortage of vegetable oil affected the food basket for 

nutrition activities. 

 

School feeding 

• There were no school feeding activities in September due 

to the school holidays. Schools will resume mid-October. 

 

Resilience Building 

• To reinforce the resilience of vulnerable communities, 

WFP also supported 88,793 people with 190 mt of food 

and USD 438,435 in cash assistance for their 

participation in resilience-building activities such as 

school rehabilitations in Paoua and crop cultivation in 

Kaga Bandoro, Bambari, Bossangoa, Bangassou and 

Bouar. Contact info: vigno.hounkanli@wfp.org/ fiona.addae@wfp.org 

Country Director: Peter Schaller 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/central-african-republic  

Main photo: Credit: WFP/Bruno Djoyo. Caption: FFA Participant in Bouar 

 

 

 

54% 46% 

https://www.britannica.com/science/mineral-chemical-compound
http://www.wfp.org/countries/central-african-republic
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• WFP and FAO completed the first phase of the World Bank-

funded Seed Protection Project, which saw food 

distribution to 50,000 beneficiaries (10,000 households) in 

six prefectures (Ouaka, Basse Kotto, Haute Kotto, Ouham, 

Mambéré Kadei and Nana Gribizi). Preparations for the 

second phase, which will focus on access to markets and 

reducing post-harvest losses, are ongoing. This should start 

in October after FAO completes beneficiary targeting. 

 

• WFP is supporting the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development to follow- up on the recommendations of 

the UN Food Systems Summit held on 21 September by 

collecting data to help create interventions towards 

sustainable foods systems in CAR. The recommendations 

consider WFP’s existing operations and would also be key 

in the design of the CAR country strategic plan (2023-

2027). 

Gender and Protection 
• The recurrent armed conflicts across the country 

continues to increase the exposure of women and girls 

to protection and health risks, especially those related 

to gender-based violence. A joint study by WFP and 

Médecins sans Frontiers on the links between food 

security and sexual gender-based violence (SGBV) 

shows that most SGBV victims rely on small scale 

agriculture as a primary source of livelihood. As a 

result, most of them use negative coping mechanisms 

to cope with food shortages. They are highly vulnerable 

to shocks and unable to meet their basic needs.  

Challenges 
• The threat of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and 

the degradation of roads because of the rainy season 

is increasing difficulties in food transport and further 

exacerbating humanitarian access constraints.  

Funding  

• The operation is facing a funding deficit of USD 49 

million, which will significantly affect activities from 

October 2021 to March 2022. General food 

distributions (including cash-based assistance) will be 

the most affected, leaving thousands without life-

saving food and nutritional assistance. 

Common Humanitarian Services 

• The WFP-managed United Nations Humanitarian Air 

Service (UNHAS) provided vital access to 2,463 

passengers from 45 organisations and transported 39 

mt of cargo. The regular supply of Jet-A1 resumed 

after a short period of shortage by one of the service 

providers. 

Donors 

Top 5 donors to WFP CAR CSP 2018-2022 include USA, Germany, Canada, 

Japan, and European Commission. Additional support has been provided 

by UN CERF, UN Country-Based Pooled Funds and OCHA. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

2021 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

2021 Available 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

203 m 136 m 49 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected households and communities in targeted 

areas can meet their basic food and nutrition needs both during and in the 

aftermath of crises. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable groups, including children, pregnant, lactating 

women, and malnourished ART patients living in target regions, have an 

improved nutritional status in line with national targets by 2020. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Implement BSFP for the prevention of MAM among children aged 6 

to 59 months. 

• Provide a comprehensive package for the prevention and treatment 

of malnutrition to children with MAM aged 6 to 59 months, PLW, girls 

and provide food by prescription to ART patients. 

• Provide capacity strengthening to health district authorities, health 

centre staff and community health workers (CHW). 

• Provide nutritious school meals to school children. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Food-insecure women and men living in targeted areas of 

CAR have enhanced livelihoods to support the food security and nutrition needs 

of their households and communities by 2020. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide smallholder farmers with transfers to support asset creation 

and technical assistance to increase their access to markets, 

including purchases from WFP supported school meals. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacities to implement 

the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: National and subnational institutions have strengthened 

capacities to establish an adequate social protection system and manage food 

security and nutrition policies and programmes by 2020. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide capacity strengthening in zero hunger policies, strategic 

planning, and delivery of programmes to public officials. 

• Provide capacity strengthening to the government to establish a 

national social safety net platform. 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise, and technology, 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the 

SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 5: Humanitarian community (partners and donors) have 

enhanced capacity to reach and operate in areas of humanitarian crisis all year-

round. 

Focus area :  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide common logistics and ICT services to the humanitarian 

community and the government 

• Provide UNHAS services to all partners 

• provide bilateral logistics services to partners for in-country supply 

chain for three health programmes (malaria, TB, and HIV/AIDS)  


