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In Numbers 
 

4,162 mt of food distributed 

USD 2.7 million of cash distributed  

USD 106 million six months (February-July 

2021) net funding requirements 

893,942 people assisted  

in January 2021 

Population: 20.4 million 

 

Main photo: Credit: WFP/ Kadiatou Gadjaga 
Caption: Focus group of schoolgirls organized during the Community-Based 

Participatory Planning (CBPP) exercise in Namissiguima, Nord region. 
Contact info: Florine Jobin Yaméogo (florine.jobin@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Antoine Renard 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  
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Operational Context 
Burkina Faso is a semi-arid country in the Sahel. Its 

population is estimated at about 20.9 million, with 40 

percent who live below the poverty line. Most of the 

population depends on one season of rain-fed agriculture 

for their livelihoods, leaving the country vulnerable to the 

impact of climate shocks. The rising insecurity continues to 

deteriorate across all regions of Burkina Faso, resulting in a 

massive population displacement. As of 31 December 2020, 

over one million people had been officially displaced. Food 

and nutritional security across the country is critical – with 2 

million people facing food insecurity - and COVID-19 has 

added an additional layer of vulnerability to an already 

fragile situation (Cadre Harmonisé November 2020).  
 

To respond to the food and nutrition assistance needs in 

Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, WFP has declared a Level 3 

emergency in the three Central Sahel countries. WFP 

operations in Burkina Faso include emergency food 

assistance to internally displaced persons and host families, 

refugees and lean season affected people; school feeding 

including emergency school meals programme and support 

to a local yogurt production project; treatment and 

prevention of malnutrition; food assistance for assets for 

small-scale agriculture; Purchase for Progress (P4P) project 

to support food system value chain development; micro-

insurance (R4) and macro-insurance (African Risk Capacity); 

national capacity strengthening; provision of information 

and communication technology, logistics, United Nations 

Humanitarian Air Service, and other support to partners as 

needed. WFP has been present in Burkina Faso since 1967.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
Assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs): In January, 

WFP provided 745,362 IDPs with USD 2.7 million cash-based 

transfers (CBT) and 3,107 mt of food, distributed in the six 

targeted regions (Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, Centre-

Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel). WFP continued scaling up CBT 

assistance, from 346,000 IDPs in December 2020 to over 

366,000 in January 2021. WFP assisted 33,000 children aged 6-

23 months and pregnant and lactating women (PLW) through 

the provision of fortified blended food to improve their 

nutritional status. 

Assistance to refugees: WFP distributed CBT assistance to 

5,242 Malian refugees of Goudébou camp (Dori, Sahel region) 

in January. While refugees residing in Mentao camp (Djibo, 

Sahel) could not be assisted since November 2020 due to 

insecurity, WFP resumed assistance providing 5,783 refugees 

with in-kind rations.   

Nutrition: During the month of January, WFP supported the 

treatment of moderate acute malnutrition of over 36,000 

children aged 6-59 months and PLW in the Boucle du 

Mouhoun, Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions. Identified 

cases of malnourished children and PLW were referred to 

health centres that WFP supplies with nutritional products. 

WFP took part in the Global action plan on child wasting (GAP), 

a framework for action to accelerate progress in preventing 

and managing child wasting. In Burkina Faso, the initiative aims 

to develop a joint UN action plan for the drastic reduction of 

the acute malnutrition prevalence (to less than 5 percent by 

2025 and 3 percent by 2030). The process to launch a country 

roadmap was initiated on 8 January. 

Education: 90,752 schoolchildren received daily hot meals and 

snacks through WFP regular and emergency school feeding 

activities. In addition, WFP provided 6,549 girls with take-home 

rations consisting of dry cereals.  

WFP continued to support the elaboration of a National School 

Feeding and Nutrition Strategy in Burkina Faso (2021-2025). 

The strategy documents were validated at a workshop held on 

29 January in Ouagadougou (subject to the updating of 

statistical data before the adoption).  

Resilience: A workshop was held on 14 January between WFP, 

the Government, and the African Risk Capacity (ARC), whose 

tripartite partnership aims at extending climate risk insurance 

in Burkina Faso. All involved parties validated the customization 

of the Africa Risk View (ARV) software in view of the 2021/2022 

agricultural campaign. The ARV is used to calculate weather-

related food security risk (based on rainfall, drought, and 

population’s vulnerability) and to estimate food insecurity 

response costs. 

 

Population: 20.9 million 

Income Level: Low 
Chronic malnutrition:  
25% of children aged 6-59 months 

2019 Human Development Index:  
182 out of 189 countries  

53% 47% 

mailto:florine.jobin@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.childwasting.org/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.africanriskcapacity.org%2F2016%2F10%2F31%2Fafrica-riskview-introduction%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cflorine.jobin%40wfp.org%7C0e35f59efd464aa7b0d508d8c93cfe32%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637480611082132970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7jAzgPMYHNc47OlRgpTiHvyYQynmRjwB8fnjzlBUcd4%3D&reserved=0
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WFP supported four villages of the Bani commune (Sahel 

region) with the provision of 40 wooden “top-bar hives” and 

beekeeping equipment, along with trainings on their use. Top-

bar hives allow beekeepers to increase their production of 

organic honey, in a hygienic and environmentally friendly way. 

WFP plans to provide three more communities of the Sahel 

region with 30 additional top-bar hives in the coming weeks.  

Capacity strengthening: On 27-28 January, an online training 

was organized on the role of protection in WFP humanitarian 

response, with support from WFP Regional Bureau. WFP and 

cooperating partners took part in the training. The training 

aimed to increase actors’ capacity in ensuring and 

mainstreaming protection, as well as accountability to affected 

populations and gender-related issues, throughout 

programme cycle. Face-to-face sessions will continue during 

the month of February across WFP sub-offices in Burkina Faso.   

Monitoring/Evaluation  
Results of a remote post distribution monitoring (rPDM) on 

food and cash assistance to Malian refugees included that: i) 

37 percent of the respondents have an acceptable food 

consumption score (FCS), 23 percent have a borderline FCS 

and 40 percent have a poor FCS; and (ii) 89 percent of the CBT 

assistance received was used to purchase food. Remaining 

cash was mainly sold to cater for other needs. 

An additional rPDM, assessing food security indicators among 

IDPs receiving in-kind food assistance, outlined the following 

key results: 30 percent of the respondents have an acceptable 

FCS, 40 percent have a borderline FCS, and 30 percent have a 

poor FCS. Nevertheless, throughout the second semester of 

2020, key indicators such as the FCS and livelihood coping 

strategic index have observed a deterioration. This could be 

predominately attributed to the impact of COVID-19 on 

households, especially markets closure, and the reduction of 

the in-kind ration since July 2020 due to funding breaks. 

United Nations Humanitarian Air Service  
In January, UNHAS conducted eight flights, reaching seven 

locations, and transporting 41 passengers from five 

organizations. WFP delivered via UNHAS 4.8 mt of nutritional 

products (Plumpy'sup) to Pama (Est) for the treatment of 

moderate acute malnutrition among IDPs and host population. 

The intervention was essential as populations were deprived of 

assistance for more than six months due to insecurity by road.  

Logistics Cluster 
The storage capacity of the Logistics Cluster facilitated site in 

Kaya (Centre-Nord) was doubled to 620 m2. Sites for the 

implementation of similar storage facilities were identified in 

Fada N’Gourma and Ouahigouya, where the Logistics Cluster 

plans to start facilitating free-to-users storage services to the 

humanitarian community in March.  

A one-page presentation of the Logistics Cluster’s objectives 

and activities in Burkina Faso was published on the Logistics 

Cluster webpage. 

Challenges 
While needs continue to grow, the funding outlook for 2021 is 

not sufficiently improving, leading WFP to develop a 

prioritization plan to ensure continued assistance for the next 

six months. This entails reducing both in-kind and cash-based 

rations as well as the coverage for the next six months. In 

hard-to-reach areas, WFP will provide a 75 percent ration. In all 

other locations, WFP will provide a 50 percent ration. WFP 

urgently requires USD 106 million for the next six months - 

predominately for the emergency response. 

 

WFP Country Strategy                                                            
   

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2023) 

2021 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

2021 Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six months Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD)* 

*Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD)*  

329.7 m 33.1 m 106 m 69 m 

*Six-months Net Funding Requirements as of 9 February 2021. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis affected populations, including refugees, IDPs and host 

communities in targeted areas are able to meet their basic food and nutrition needs during 

and in the aftermath of a crisis 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide an integrated assistance package including food assistance, school 

meals, and specialized nutritious food to refugees, IDPs, host population, 

children and PLW/Gs affected by climate shocks, conflicts and other disruptions. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure populations including school-age children, in targeted 

areas have access to adequate and nutritious food all year-round 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide school meals to vulnerable children during the primary school year, 

including take home rations for girls. 

• Provide assistance through CBT to beneficiaries targeted by government social 

safety nets including capacity strengthening for adolescent girls .  

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers for malnutrition  

Strategic Outcome 3: Nutritionally vulnerable populations including children aged 6-59 

months, pregnant and lactating women and girls (PLW/Gs), antiretroviral therapy (ART) 

clients, in targeted areas have improved nutritional status all year round 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Support beneficiaries through the provision of specialized nutritious food and 

integrated programmes (including SBCC) to manage acute malnutrition and 

prevent stunting. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable  

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers and communities including those affected by 

recurrent climate shocks, in targeted areas have more resilient livelihoods and sustainable 

food systems by 2023 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Support targeted groups through livelihood and asset creation, gender-

responsive and nutrition sensitive value chain development, weather insurance 

schemes, and innovative production technologies and practices.  

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacities to implement the SDGs  

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions have strengthened capacities to manage shock-

responsive systems, food security, nutrition and social protection programmes and policies 

by 2023 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Provide capacity-strengthening support including emergency response, early 

warning systems, supply chain, National P4P, weather insurance, nutrition-

sensitive social safety net data collection and management, to national 

institutions and partners. 

Strategic Result 8:  Global partnership support 

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian and development partners have access to common 

services to access and operate in targeted areas throughout the year 

Focus area :  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide technical assistance through the Emergency Telecommunications 

Sector/cluster to national disaster management offices and other relevant 

partners to strengthen emergency communication and coordination 

mechanisms. 

• Provide on-demand services to the Government, humanitarian and 

development partners. 

• Provide humanitarian Air services to national disaster management offices and 

other relevant partners to access areas of humanitarian interventions. 

• Provide logistics expertise and coordination services to partners in absence of 

alternative to ensure humanitarian assistance as well as other supply chain 

services in order to support effective and efficient humanitarian response. 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flogcluster.org%2Fdocument%2Fburkina-faso-vue-d-ensemble-des-operations-decembre-2020&data=04%7C01%7Cflorine.jobin%40wfp.org%7C4482e78fa6ff4448f9cc08d8c9cfdd9e%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637481241891377894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EhkBSfOjMrFcCGhEgBOjUWGsolWLJVMi0Y%2Fuxz8fjhw%3D&reserved=0

