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 Photo: COVID-19 measures and WFP’s assistance to IDPs in Sevaré, Mopti region, Mali 
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WFP operations in the Central Sahel by food security classification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers  
 

9.7 million people in need of humanitarian assistance in 

Burkina Faso (2.2 m), Mali (4.3 m), and Niger (3.2 m) 
(OCHA 2020 Global Humanitarian Needs Overview) 

5 million people targeted in 2020 by WFP under the 

Country Strategic Plans in Burkina Faso (1.2 m), Mali (1.3 

m), and Niger (2.5 m) until end December 2020 

1.3 million people internally displaced (IDPs) in Burkina 

Faso (848,500), Mali (218,500), and Niger (226,700) 

273,100 refugees in Burkina Faso (21,400), Mali (28,700), and 

Niger (223,000) 

1 million people assisted by WFP and partners in March 2020 

across Burkina Faso (653,635)and Mali (360,687) as part of the 

Country Strategic Plans. Niger planned to reach 986,670 

vulnerable people in March.* 

*The Niger’s reached  figures  for March are not yet available. 

WFP Net Funding Requirements (May-October 2020) 

Total Net Funding Requirements USD 172 million  

Burkina Faso USD 54 million 

Mali USD 65 million 

Niger USD 53 million 

Situation Update 

• Governments’ responses 

•  In Mali, the Government announced social measures 

aimed at coping with the impact of COVID-19 on the 

population, including creating a special fund amounting 

to XOF 100 billion (approximately USD 165.5 m) to meet 

the emergency needs of the most vulnerable households 

in 703 communes. A total of 56,000 mt of food will be 

distributed to the most vulnerable groups while the 

government members will also give up one month's 

salary, the Prime Minister two months and the president 

three months. Special allowances will be paid to health 

workers and security forces deployed on the front line of 

the fight against COVID-19. In addition, the Government 

committed to pay three months of water and electricity 

bills for the most vulnerable households and import taxes 

will be reduced on rice and dairy products. 

• In Niger, the Government fixed price ceilings for the main 

consumer products sold in Niamey city only. The price 

ceilings were based on the maximum seasonal price levels 

and the price cap was determined to limit any speculation 

linked to COVID-19 and allow prices to evolve according 

to the seasonal trend. 

• In Burkina Faso, during the reporting period, the 

Government of Burkina Faso eased some of its COVID-19 

restriction measures, including gradually reopening 

markets. In the same period, CONASUR distributed 2,100 

mt of food to the most vulnerable people affected by 

COVID-19 in Ouagadougou and in the Centre region, and 

Bobo-Dioulasso and Hauts-Bassins region. WFP 

supported the Government through its technical expertise 

in terms of targeting affected populations.  
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Highlights 
• As of 13 May 2020, WHO reported 2,350 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 in) Niger (854) Burkina Faso (766) and Mali (730). So far 

138 people in the three Central Sahel countries lost their lives due 

to the pandemic. 

• Insecurity, combined with governments restriction measures to 

curb the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic in Burkina Faso, Mali 

and Niger have increased access-related challenges while the food 

security situation of the most vulnerable populations is worsening. 

The price of basic necessities continues to rise and the transport of 

foodstuffs to replenish the pre-positioned deficit stocks in-

countries becomes more difficult. 

• In response to the COVID pandemic, the Government of Burkina 

Faso, Mali and Niger are taken a series of social measures to 

provide critical assistance to the most vulnerable households and 

protect local markets from price inflation. In support to the Central 

Sahel governments efforts and to alleviate the suffering of those in 

need, WFP continues to prioritise crisis response activities in all the 

three countries 

• WFP urgently requires USD 172 million from May to October 

2020 to carry out its planned lifesaving operations in the 

Central Sahel. 

 

 

https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/GHO_Monthly_Update_29%20FEB%202020.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200513-covid-19-sitrep-114.pdf?sfvrsn=17ebbbe_4
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          WFP Response 
 

 

• In March, WFP provided food and nutrition assistance to over 1 

million vulnerable people in Burkina Faso and Mali in March 2020. 

Niger reached 747,859 beneficiaries in February 2020.  

• Over 2 m people were prioritised in Burkina Faso (730,432), Mali 

(554,229) and Niger (813,134) in March under crisis response, 

nutrition, resilience and school feeding activities. 

 Under Crisis response, WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 

809,696 m vulnerable people in March (520,028 in Burkina Faso 

and 289,668 in Mali). Niger planned to prioritise 394,535 

vulnerable people.  

 In School Feeding, a total of 99,844 children received hot and 

nutrition meals under the WFP school feeding programme in in 

Burkina Faso (24,473 through the regular school feeding 

programme and 27,073 through emergency school feeding 

activities) and Mali (75,371), while Niger targeted 163,242 

schoolchildren.  

 As part of the nutrition response, 14,258 children aged 6-59 

months and pregnant and lactating women received assistance for 

the prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition in Burkina Faso 

(6,767) and Mali (7,491). In Burkina Faso, 11,890 children aged 6-59 

months were treated for acute malnutrition (the 6,767 children 

received assistance for the prevention of acute malnutrition only). 

A total of 56,347 children and pregnant and lactating women were 

prioritised in Niger for the prevention and treatment of acute 

malnutrition. 

 To promote resilience activities, WFP supported 135,244 people for 

food assistance for assets creation activities across Burkina Faso 

(97,244) and Mali (38,000). Niger planned to provide FFA assistance 

to 212,807 people in March. 

• In Burkina Faso, preparations for the upcoming lean season are 

ongoing, particularly for the selection of partners to carry out the 

targeting and distributions for food insecure people. Similarly, WFP is 

strengthening its logistics and storing capacity to respond to the 

additional needs during the season. WFP also continued the 

implementation of school feeding activities till the closure of schools 

on 11 March 2020. This included the support to school gardens of 

Selbo and Bouloye, which produced 605 kg of tomatoes, 25 kg of 

cabbage and 115 kg of onions. As the canteen closed, a portion of 

the tomato was distributed to 433 pupils for consumption in their 

families and the cabbage to 37 others. The onions were kept for 

consumption in the canteen at the opening of classes.  

• In Mali, the seasonal food assistance targeting 320,000 people 

(internally displaced persons, refugees, returnees, as well as farmers 

and pastoralists) affected by conflict and the effects of climate 

change in Gao, Kayes, Menaka, Mopti, Timbuktu and Taoudenit 

regions is almost finalized with last distributions ongoing in Kayes 

region. Between 29 April and 1 May, WFP launched a joint 

emergency response with UNHCR and the national social services 

targeting 1,287 displaced men, women, boys and girls in Bamako. 

This intervention aims at meeting the food and nutrition needs of 

IDP families following a fire that destroyed the whole camp, leaving 

dwellers almost destitute. For the upcoming lean season response, 

WFP is planning a prevention for acute malnutrition intervention in 

the form of value vouchers for pregnant and lactating women. Under 

the moderate acute malnutrition treatment, WFP prepositioned three 

months of ready-to-use food (RUSF) in order to cover the needs and 

to avoid disruption of the service due to COVID-19 restriction. In 

Mopti (Central Mali), WFP is planning food assistance for newly 

displaced persons in May. This intervention will target 33,612 IDPs 

including 26,400 in Mopti and 7,212 in Ségou region. 

• In Niger, the March distributions began with delays in all regions to 

ensure compliance with governmental COVID-19 preventive 

measures. In line with its COVID-19 response strategy, WFP finalized 

a cumulative distribution plan for its resilience and emergency 

assistance activities for April and May. This plan will cover a total of 

822,900 beneficiaries for all activities in the regions of Diffa, Maradi, 

Tahoua, Tillabéri and Zinder.  

Assessments 
• In Burkina Faso, WFP is finalising the first 2020 round of Food Security 

Monitoring System (FSMS). Preliminary results outline good performance in 

the food consumption score – particularly in the Sahel and the Centre-

Nord. In addition, WFP conducted and completed the second Market 

bulletin price monitoring report for 2020. Results outline that: (i) the 

situation on the agricultural markets remains dominated by a stable supply 

compared to the month of March. Demand fell sharply compared to the 

previous month due to the drop in exports of agricultural products and the 

weakness of monetary income and purchasing power of households; (ii) 

Prices are slightly lower thus strengthening economic accessibility to food; 

(iii) Due to the closure of certain markets and borders in the context of the 

fight against COVID 19, the livestock markets experienced a general decline 

this month due to a decrease in the presence of livestock exporters and a 

decrease in the sales volume for all the animal species monitored. This 

situation has led to a depreciation of the market value of the animals and 

thereby a deterioration in the terms of trade in animals for sorghum; and 

(iv) availability of non-food products (soap, hand-washing kettles, etc.) for 

the COVID-19 response is good but prices are gradually increasing. 

• In Mali, WFP launched a market retail capacity assessment in Gao, 

Timbuktu and Mopti regions on 26 April. Six NGOs partners were 

participating in the assessment using face to face and phone interviews. 

Preliminary results are expected by mid-May 2020. Also, WFP completed a 

mobile Vulnerability Assessment and Mapping (mVAM) for in-depth 

analysis of COVID-19 impact on markets and households food security and 

nutrition situation in Mali. A total of 764 traders and household leaders 

were interviewed across the country. Preliminary results show that traders 

in northern regions are facing supply issues for imported food 

commodities. The assessment also points to a decrease in food 

consumption and an increase in the use of negative coping strategies due 

to COVID-19 effects. These findings were shared with the National Early 

Warning System and other partners for further analysis and comparison 

with other sources of information. 

• In Niger; a joint analysis was finalized by a technical working group 

composed of government institutions, international organizations and 

donors, under the lead of the DNPGCA and with significant technical 

support from WFP. The results suggested that: 4.2 million people are 

currently prone to the socio-economic effects of COVID-19 (April-May 

2020), and 5.6 million are projected to be concerned during the period 

June-August 2020. This estimate includes severely food insecure 

populations identified by the March 2020 Cadre Harmonisé (IPC Phase 3 or 

above) for the period April-May (1.6 million people) and the period June-

August 2020 (2 million people). Amongst the 5.6 million people, a priority 

2.7 million people for the period June-August 2020 were identified, of 

which 2.4 million are in rural areas. Some 2.9 million less vulnerable people 

(according to socio-economic factors) who were not identified as severely 

food insecure by the March CH could be affected by the impact of COVID-

19. This analysis informed the government’s revision of the Plan du Soutien.  

Clusters and Common services 
Food Security Clusters (FSC) 

• In Burkina Faso, the FSC partners supported the city council to implement 

the COVID-19 standard of procedures for food assistance to 8,000 

vulnerable households (42,000 people) in Ouagadougou, affected by the 

closure of markets in the capital. 

• In Mali, under its COVID-19 response strategy, the FSC continues to 

organize weekly meetings with its members to monitor the situation and 

adapt its response. 

• In Niger, the FSC continues to hold weekly meetings online with the active 

participation of the government National Mechanism for Food Crisis 

Management (DNPGCA), with active participation from other 

sectors/clusters such as the cash working group, the nutrition working 

group and the protection cluster when requested on specific topics. The 

FSC is setting up a working group with the protection cluster, WFP and 

protection expert NGOs to conduct a protection risk analysis of cumulative 

distributions and mitigation measures. 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20d%27information%20sur%20les%20march%C3%A9s_Avril%232.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20d%27information%20sur%20les%20march%C3%A9s_Avril%232.pdf
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         UN Humanitarian Air Service 

• In Burkina Faso, WFP submitted a final UNHAS proposal to the 

humanitarian country team (HCT) for funding as a prerequisite to setting 

up an UNHAS service dedicated to Burkina Faso. WFP is supporting the 

HCT to mobilize necessary funding for the introduction of the service.  

• In Mali, seven destinations were served in March and UNHAS services 

were used by 97 organizations. A total of 1,208 passengers and 5,415 kg 

of freight was transported. WFP is chartering an additional aircraft to 

enable UNHAS movement medical cargo and conduct medical 

evacuation within the country. Also, the ECHO flight service provision 

started on 1 May 2020. 

•  In Niger, flights are still suspended since 30 March 2020. A 

communication provided to all UNHAS users on 17 April indicated that 

the Government agreed to resume humanitarian flights. However, 

UNHAS flights cannot de facto operate due to the sanitary cordon 

around Niamey. Discussions are ongoing between the Humanitarian 

Coordinator and Prime Minister of Niger to resume flights.  

• Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP) Air Services (including 

Niger): The Government of Niger officially authorized the opening of 

the humanitarian corridor between Niger and Ghana (Accra West Africa 

Regional hub) on 6 May. The authorization will enable the WFP Aviation 

Air Service for passengers, medical evacuation and cargo for the COVID-

19 response. WFP Global Aviation Services still has to comply with a 

number of government operational requirements. These include that 

authorizations to land in Niger will be considered by the Civil Aviation 

authorities on a case-by-case. WFP will ensure to have the authorization 

renewed every 15 days in accordance with the flight schedule to 

guarantee constant service between Niger and Ghana. 

 

 

Challenges  
• In Burkina Faso, critical funding gaps are expected to cover the 

planned target of 1.125 million food insecure people, including IDPs, 

during the upcoming lean season. With available resources, WFP will 

be able to cover the needs just for two months (June-July). Urgent 

contributions are needed to ensure that WFP can meet the totality of 

those needs, by assisting targeted populations with an in-kind or cash-

based entitlement.  

• In Mali, critical funding gaps are expected from July 2020 directly 

ahead of the agricultural lean season and the peak of food insecurity. 

To stretch current available resources, WFP began implementing a 60 

percent ration for lean season, IDP and conflict-affected populations in 

March 2020. With the additional number of beneficiaries projected in 

the lean season and due to COVID-19, WFP will be forced to further 

reduce rations for all beneficiaries receiving emergency assistance. 

including for monitoring purposes, if additional resources are not 

confirmed in the coming months. 

• In Niger, WFP is facing a critical lack of almost all food items and 

resources starting from April (Sorghum/Millet; Beans; Vegetable Oil; 

Iodized Salt; SuperCereals with Sugar; Plumpy Sup; Cash Transfer; and 

Capacity Strengthening). The situation is expected to get worse if 

immediate funding not received to ensure the planned lean season 

assistance activities. In the context of COVID-19, WFP will prioritise 

lifesaving assistance in emergency and protracted crises areas in 

Niger. To mitigate the shortage of resources, some rations were 

adapted under the implementation plan and the country office is 

pursuing its efforts to pre-position three-months’ worth of food items 

to respond to urgent COVID-19 needs and prepare for the lean 

season. 

WFP Funding Partners 
 

Burkina Faso: Austria, Canada, Denmark, European Commission, 

France, Japan, Germany, Italy, Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, 

Norway, Private Donors, Switzerland, United Nations Central Emergency 

Response Fund, UN Other Funds, United Kingdom, and the United 

States of America.  
 

Mali: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, European Commission, 

France  Finland, Germany, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Mali, Monaco, 

Norway, Private Donors, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

United Peacebuilding Funds, UN CERF, United Kingdom, USA, World 

Bank. 

 

Niger: Canada, Denmark, European Commission, Finland, France, 

Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, Monaco, Private Donors, Republic of 

Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, UN Central Emergency Response Fund, 

United Kingdom, United States of America. 

 

 

For further information, visit the Sahel Emergency page 

WFP Response (Cont’d) 

 

• In Tillabéri region, the first distributions to adolescent girls enrolled in 

primary and secondary education programmes were carried out in 

March. Adolescent girls received a scholarship for the 2019/2020 

school year. 

• Also, some IDPs in Tillabéri returned to their villages. However, 

security conditions in the area are not optimal and the returnees 

found their food reserves and assets looted.  

• The rapid response mechanism (RRM) partners are identifying a 

solution to assist these returnees and WFP is on standby to provide 

further assistance if necessary. In Tahoua region, cumulative 

distributions for the months of April and May 2020 are almost 

completed and 12,479 people including refugees, IDPs and host 

populations were assisted.  

• In Diffa region, cereal prices increased in the market (from 13 000 

Naira to 16 000 Naira per 100 kg bag of millet) partly due to the 

October floods which affected the production in the region and in 

Nigeria, and to the closure of borders. As part of the RRM, 2,695 

people were assisted at the sites of Awaridi, Ari Guirguidi and Nguel 

Madou Mai in the commune of Diffa. Cumulative cash distributions 

began in Diffa in Sayam Forage camps with 8, 897 beneficiaries 

assisted, and the communes of Chetimari and Diffa where 4,760 

beneficiaries were assisted. In Maradi region, food was delivered to 21 

emergency sites (12 reception sites, 2 relocation sites and seven RRM 

sites).  

 

 

https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/sahel-emergency?_ga=2.179059111.24739869.1570531330-1472211501.1567771074

