
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2,559 mt of food assistance distributed 

 

US$ 12.9 m net funding requirements in the next 

six months (July – December 2018)  
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Caption: 2018 season B beans harvest in Muramvya province 
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Operational Context 

 
Burundi is one of the poorest countries in the world. It is facing a 

socio-economic crisis and has very high levels of food insecurity 

(26 percent population are in phases 3 and 4 in December 2017). 

The high population density as well as the new influx of 

returnees and refugees from DRC contributes to competition 

and disputes over scarce natural resources. Due to the demand 

for land, the poorest and most vulnerable populations, mainly 

women, generally depend on marginal land. Burundi has the 

lowest land productivity of East Africa, while over 90 percent of 

the population depend on agriculture for their livelihoods. 

Burundi’s preparedness for emergencies and crises is extremely 

low and lacks the capacity to cope with severe shocks such as 

droughts, epidemics and floods, which often claim lives and 

undermine livelihoods. Domestic food production is insufficient 

to meet the needs of the population, which renders the country 

vulnerable to economic shocks and fluctuating agricultural 

prices. Burundi is the country in the world most affected by 

chronic malnutrition. According to the Demographic and Health 

Survey 2016/2017, the national average stunting rate is at 56 

percent and prevalence rates are well above the emergency 

threshold (40 percent) in 17 out 18 provinces. The government 

has promulgated a restrictive law for NGOs which could prevent 

them from operating and while it is currently not being 

implemented, they are in a fragile position.  

2016 Human Development 

Index: 184 out of 188  

Chronic malnutrition: 56 percent 

of children between 6-59 

months 

Population: 11.6 million 

65 percent Burundians live 
under the poverty line 

June 2018 

622,700 people assisted 

in June 2018 

 

 

 Operational Context 

Voluntary repatriation: In June, WFP assisted 3,666 Burundian 

refugees returning to their zones of origin from Tanzania. As of 

31 June 2018, 33,756 Burundians had returned home, through 

the support of the humanitarian community since the launch of 

the operation in September 2017.  

Flooding and displacement: According to the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM), nearly 80,000 people were 

affected by the January- April torrential rains that caused 

flooding and displacements. In June, the humanitarian 

community continued to assist people affected by the rains and 

flooding. The response included: shelter and non-food items, 

water and sanitation, food security, and health. The food 

security actors covered 33 percent of the identified needs, 

mainly at Buterere and Gatumba in Bujumbura. In Buterere, 

WFP joined efforts with the Ministry of Human Right, Social 

Affairs and Gender, and the Ministry of Public Security to 

provide food assistance to around 3,000 people. In Gatumba, 

only 19 percent of the food needs were covered. The food 

security actors estimate that a total of US$160,000 is needed to 

meet the food needs of all the affected households in Gatumba 

area, for one month. 

Cash-based transfers:  As part of the nutrition sensitive 

activities under the asset creation programme, WFP is 

providing conditional cash-based assistance to households with 

children under five or pregnant and lactating women (PLW) 

suffering from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). In June, 

WFP transferred US$ 105, 371 to 7,232 households. Each 

household received a three-month cash transfer valued at US$ 

50. These cash transfers will enable households to purchase 

nutritious food. Before the cash-based assistance is provided, 

caregivers attend at least three nutrition sensitization activities 

on a monthly basis. Additionally, they also attend cooking 

demonstrations and set up two kitchen gardens at household 

level. Screening of malnutrition is conducted on a quarterly 

basis at community level and identified children and PLW 

suffering from moderate acute malnutrition are enrolled under 

the cash-based assistance for three months. 

Contact info: Michel Rwamo (michel.rwamo@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Virginia Villar Arribas 

Further information: https://opweb.wfp.org/country/mng/?UNC=108 
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WFP Country Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Confirmed Contributions  

(in USD) 

Six Month 

Net Funding Requirements  

(in USD) 

Interim Country Strategic Plan (2018-2020) 

163.8 m 11.9 m 15.5m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected populations including refugees in camps, 

internally displaced people (IDPs), and returnees in targeted areas are able to meet 

their basic food needs all year round. 

Focus area: Crisis Response 

     51.1 m 6.7 m 6.0 m 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food-insecure households in targeted areas have safe 

access to adequate and nutritious food all year round 

Focus area: Resilience Building 

    81.3 m 2.3 m 4.4 m 

Strategic Result 2: No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children 6-59 months, adolescent girls, and pregnant and 

lactating women (PLW), in the targeted provinces and communes, have improved 

nutritional status throughout the year. 

Focus area:   Resilience Building 

23.2 m 2.9 m 0.5 m 

Strategic Result 3: Smallholder productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 4:  Food-insecure smallholders and communities in targeted 

areas have enhanced livelihoods to better support food security and nutrition 

needs by 2020. 

Focus area:  Root causes 

3.9 m 0 m 1.1 m 

Strategic Result 8: Enhance global partnership 

Strategic Outcome 5:  Government, humanitarian and development partners 

have access to effective supply chain management and logistics all year round. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

4.3 m 0 m 0.94 m 

Due to the availability of food stocks from the 2018B season, 

WFP will resume the cash-based transfers (CBT) for food 

assistance for refugees during the first week of July. The 

modality will consist of electronic voucher transfer for the 

purchase of cereals and pulses.   

Service provision: following a service request from World 

Vision International (WVI), and based on an agreement that 

was signed between WFP and WVI in April 2018, WFP 

procured 40.71 mt of Plumpy Sup for WVI. This is one of the 

activities in the country strategic plan where WFP is 

providing external services to Government, Humanitarian 

and Development partners 

Monitoring: 

Through the Complaints and Feedback Mechanism (CFM) 

that is being implemented in refugee camps, WFP was able 

to address 166 queries raised by beneficiaries regarding 

WFP assistance programmes. The mechanism uses a toll-

free telephone line and a customer relationship 

management platform (SUGAR) to record, refer, and follow 

up complaints with the relevant partners. The CFM accords 

beneficiaries the opportunity to convey their feedback on 

the WFP assistance programme. 

Challenges: 

• The Burundi 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan for 

Burundi is the worst funded in the world (below 3 

percent of the total requirement). This affects 

emergency response in a context of increased 

emergency needs. Without additional financial support, 

partners in the food security and livelihoods sector will 

be unable to respond to the needs of the most 

vulnerable households, including people affected by 

floods in March and April 2018. More than half of the 

affected people will be unable to produce sufficient food 

in the next crop season and will need support to prevent 

them from sliding deeper into food insecurity.  

 

• In addition, without additional funding, the actors in the 

food security and livelihoods sector will not have the 

means to assist the 72,000 Burundian refugees 

expected to return from Tanzania by December 2018. 

With the current level of funding, only returnees in areas 

currently targeted by ongoing FAO projects will be 

supported, which represent just a minority of the 

returnee population.  

 

• Due to limited funding, WFP and other actors would also 

have difficulties responding in the case of a possible 

increase in the flow of refugees from DRC as is expected 

as the conflict in DRC deteriorates. 

 

• Donors 

USA, Multilateral, European Commission, UN CERF, The 

Netherlands, Burundi, Switzerland, Germany, Canada, 

France, and Monaco 

 

 

 

 

WFP Burundi Activities 

SO 1 

1: Provide unconditional food and/or cash-based assistance to refugees in camps 

2:  Provide unconditional and/or conditional food and/or cash-based assistance to 

severely food insecure households among local populations, IDPs and returnees. 

3:  Provide capacity strengthening to Government and local humanitarian partners 

on early warning systems, food security assessments and analysis, and food 

security and market monitoring. 

SO 2 

4. Provide conditional food and/or cash-based assistance to food-insecure 

households through productive assets creation, livelihoods diversification and 

nutrition counselling 

5.  Provide Home Grown School meals to school-aged children and support 

national institutions on the formulation of a national home-grown school meals 

policy and social protection programmes 

SO 3 

6.  Provide specialized nutritious foods in combination with SBCC activities to 

children, adolescent girls and PLW, and support the implementation of a national 

food fortification policy and strategy 

SO 4 

7. Provide technical support on post-harvest solutions, equipment and capacity 

building (SBCC will be used to empower smallholder farmers to improve post-

harvest management and enhanced food diversification) to smallholder farmers 

and farmers’ organizations/cooperatives 

SO 5 
8. Provide external services to Government, humanitarian and development 

partners  

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

