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Situation Update 

Budget 

 Monsoon and Cyclone Preparedness  

•  As the cyclone season started and the monsoon 

season looms, WFP is actively engaged in 

preparedness activities in coordination with the 

Government of Bangladesh and other 

humanitarian actors. Contingency food stocks 

are being pre-positioned in critical areas of the 

camps to support 200,000 people should an 

emergency strike.  

•  The Logistics Cluster in Bangladesh, led by 

WFP, has adopted a new partner-driven 

information technology  that will enable a speedy 

and coordinated approach in case of a disaster.  

•  WFP is engaging in slope, hill and land 

stabilization through the Inter-Agency Site 

Maintenance Engineering Project (SMEP), with the 

goal of accelerating relocation of the most at-risk 

populations from landslide and flood-prone areas 

to safety. Mitigation measures are being 

undertaken through Disaster Risk Reduction 

activities, which include structural reinforcement 

of WFP distribution centres, reinforcement of 

supply chains to distribution points, strengthening 

of drainages and establishment of access roads.  

•  WFP has rehabilitated 40 cyclone shelters in 

host communities which can protect between 600 

and 2,000 people each. Plans are ongoing to 

expand to a total of 80 shelters by the end of 

2019. 

 WFP Food Assistance  

•  During March, WFP assisted 880,000 refugees 

through in-kind food and e-voucher assistance.  

•  In addition to the 12 fixed food items already 

provided in the e-voucher shops, WFP introduced 8 

flexible seasonal items, such as fresh fruits, 

vegetables. This represents a significant step 

towards better food assistance, by  creating 

competition among retailers and increasing dietary 

diversity for beneficiaries. Currently, WFP has 19 e

-voucher shops operational in 8 locations 

throughout the camps, and 11 under construction. 

The objective is to fully transition to e-voucher and 

phase out in-kind by the end of 2019. 

 WFP’s Rapid Response Plan 

•  WFP has adopted an agile response mechanism 

to allow effective and rapid intervention in case of 

monsoon or cyclone-induced displacement.  

•   Within the first 24 to 48 hours, one-week 

rations of High Energy Biscuits (HEB) are provided 

to affected families; followed within the first 72 

hours by a two-week ration of in-kind food or 

cooked meals, depending on access to storage or 

cooking facilities. Affected families are eventually 

integrated into regular food assistance from 

nearest distribution site within 15 to 20 days of 

displacement.  

Situation in Numbers 

• 745,000 refugee arrivals since August 2017  

• 15,247 refugee arrivals since January 2018 

During March:  

880,000 people were provided with nutritious 
food: 

• 119,000 households were assisted with in-
kind food; 

• 69,000 households were assisted through the 
e-voucher. 

Photo: A group of host community women are making handicrafts for 
marketing under  EFSN project ©WFP/Saikat Majumdar   

Highlights 

• WFP is finalizing the preparation of the Joint Assessment 
Mission (JAM) in collaboration with UNHCR to identify the 
needs of both refugees and host community members.  

• WFP is preparing for the cyclone and monsoon season. 
Contingency stock is being planned for minimum 200,000 
affected individuals.  

• The Nutrition Action Week took place on 18-27 March 
2019. Children under five were screened for malnutrition and 
provided with Vitamin A supplementation.  
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  Nutrition Assistance  

•  During March, WFP assisted 181,000 children 

under 5 years of age and 33,000 pregnant and 

breastfeeding women through malnutrition 

prevention and treatment programmes across 38 

nutrition centres in the camps and 86 health 

clinics in the host communities.  

 School Feeding  

•  Refugee Camps: During March, WFP 

expanded its school-feeding activities in refugee 

camps to 2,614 learning centres and reached 

226,000 children with locally produced micro-

nutrient-fortified biscuits. In addition, close to 

19,000 refugee children in  Ukhiya received one 

kilogramme of dates each, donated by the 

Government of Qatar.  

•  Host Community: School feeding is ongoing 

across 486 schools in host communities reaching 

140,000 children. WFP is also conducting 

sessions to improve nutrition and literacy 

awareness among students.  

Livelihoods Strengthening Programmes  

 Self-Reliance for Refugees 

•  6,620 refugee households are enrolled in 

WFP’s self-reliance activities, which include a six-

month integrated skills package, vegetable 

gardening, aquaculture, and small-scale 

production pilot. 

•  The aquaculture training programme, targeting 

100 households, is being rolled out in Cox’s 

Bazar, for the first time in a refugee camp.  

Enhancing Food Security and Nutrition 

(EFSN) for host communities 

•  The EFSN project is ongoing for 20,000 

women in host communities. Targeting ultra-poor 

households, EFSN consists of a two-pronged 

approach which includes women’s protection 

through cash transfers and promotion through 

empowerment and business development 

activities.  

 Gender and Protection  

•  To promote and sensitize on gender equality, 

WFP is conducting multiple gender trainings for 

cooperating partners.  

•  WFP is working with IOM improving fire safety 

messaging at the household level, mobilizing 

women’s networks to conduct door-to-door 

training to beneficiary women users of Liquid 

Petroleum Gas (LPG) across the camps. 

 

 

 Supply Chain (SC) 

•  During March,  10,260 mt of food 

commodities were distributed through WFP 

Supply Chain in Cox’s Bazar.  

Clusters and Common Services  

Logistics Sector  

•  During March, the Logistics Sector handled 

3,299 mt of cargo for 10 organizations. 

•  A new logistics hub has opened in Balukhali 

with upgraded storage space for partners. 

Cyclone and monsoon preparedness plans are 

ongoing, including assessing fuel contingency 

stocks of local suppliers; mapping of transport 

capacity and increasing support on road 

clearance.  

 Food Security Sector (FSS)  

•  FSS is coordinating with other sector partners 

for the preparation of an emergency 

preparedness plan for the cyclone season which 

include prepositioning of food stocks to ensure 

that distributions are not disrupted, as well 

support to partners in preparing and delivering 

cooked meals and high-energy biscuits in 

strategic locations.  

 Emergency Telecommunications Sector 

(ETS)  

•  ETS has assessed and strengthened the VHF 

radio network covering the common humanitarian 

areas and has upgraded the facilities of the 

UNDSS radio room to ensure security 

telecommunications network is robust during 

cyclone season. Radio programming service 

training has been provided to IOM, deploying 

100 handheld radios for field staff in order to 

access the security telecommunications network.  

Contacts  

• Richard Ragan, Country Director, 
richard.ragan@wfp.org  

• Peter Guest, Emergency Coordinator, 
peter.guest@wfp.org  

• Philippine  Dalverny, OIM and Reports 
Officer,    philippine.dalverny@wfp.org 

• Ukhengching Marma, OIM and Reports 

Assistant, Ukhengching.marma@wfp.org 
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