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Situation Update 

• The escalation of violence in the Kasai region of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in March 2017 

caused 35,000 refugees to flee across the border into 

Lunda Norte Province, Angola.  

• Although the rate of new arrivals in Dundo has stabilized, 

with no new arrivals recorded since August 2017, the 

security situation in Kasai remains volatile and conditions 

are not adequate for safe and dignified return.   

• 15,815 refugees have been relocated to Lovua 

settlement. The remaining urban refugees in Dundo are 

planned to be relocated to Lóvua by mid-January. 

• Findings from a UNHCR/WFP Joint Assessment Mission 

(JAM) undertaken in June 2018 indicated that above 60 

percent of the refugees solely rely on WFP assistance to 

cover their food requirements.  

• The JAM results also highlighted the challenges faced by 

refugee households in Lóvua in improving their 

livelihoods and achieving self-reliance due to limited 

agricultural productivity, lack of access to income-

generating opportunities and low purchasing power.  

• The nutrition situation remains relatively stable with 

Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates below 2 percent. 

• Previous market assessment findings in 2017, 

recommended the introduction of cash-based transfers 

(CBT) to enhance dietary diversity and address refugees’ 

preferences for locally available foods. However, WFP has 

been unable to implement planned CBT activities due to 

funding constraints.  

• In October, some 400,000 migrants from DRC left north-

eastern Angola for the greater Kasai region in connection 

with the Government’s Operação Transparência. Those 

leaving Angola are separate from the refugee population. 

WFP in DRC is responding to basic food needs of those 

returning through cash and in-kind food assistance. 

In Numbers 

36,280 biometrically registered refugees. 

22,981 have active status and are entitled to 
food assistance.  

15,815 relocated to the Lóvua settlement.  

75% of the refugees are women and children. 

 

Highlights 
• Additional resources continue to be required to fund food 

security and nutrition activities, including the planned voucher 
programme and the procurement of specialized nutritious foods. 

• In October, some 400,000 migrants from DRC left north-eastern 
Angola for the greater Kasai region as prompted by the 
Government’s Operação Transparência. 

• WFP continues to monitor the situation in the greater Kasai 
region in DRC; conditions remain fluid and the 23 December 
elections may destabilize the situation further. 
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People assisted 51% 49% 

21,250 in October 2018 

Princess Sarah Zaid visiting a nutrition center. WFP/Jacques David 

 

6-month Net Funding Requirements           

November 2018 - April 2019 (USD million) 

Photo: General Food Distribution at Dundo. UNHCR/Omotola Akindipe 
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WFP Response 

• In response to the continuing needs of the DRC 

refugees in Lunda Norte, WFP has developed a 

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan (T-ICSP) for 

the period August 2018 to December 2019, with the 

objective to meet the basic food security and nutrition 

needs of the refugees while working with UNHCR and 

partners to identify and develop livelihood 

opportunities to promote refugees’ self-reliance and 

reduce their dependence on food assistance. 

 

Food Assistance  

• Thanks to internal financing,  a full ration of basic food 

commodities has been re-introduced since September 

2018, meeting the refugees’ basic food and nutrition 

needs. 

• In October, WFP reached 21,250 refugees with general 

food distributions (GFD) in Lóvua settlement and 

Dundo town. 

• Refugees have been provided with complementary 

nutrition messaging and sensitisation activities during 

and in-between distributions. 

• In August 2018, WFP phased out its prevention of 

acute malnutrition activities due to the relatively 

stable nutrition situation 

• WFP continues to closely monitor the nutrition 

situation, and work with UNICEF and other partners, 

to ensure the provision of nutrition screening services 

and appropriate referrals and treatment of acute 

malnutrition.  

• WFP collaborated with partners through the Food 

Security and Livelihoods Working Group to conduct a 

comprehensive livelihood assessment that informed 

the livelihood strategy. WFP is also in the process of 

designing a small-scale livelihood activity that takes 

into account the refugees’ abilities as well as the local 

context with the view to enhance agricultural 

production and strengthen their resilience.  

 Supply Chain 

• To mitigate disruptions in December and January, WFP 

mobilized stocks from its forward positioning 

mechanism—the Global Commodity Management 

Facility (GCMF)—financed through internal resourcing, 

to regionally procure 840 mt of maize meal, 169 mt of 

pulses and 54 mt of vegetable oil for onward delivery 

to Angola.  

• Regional procurement from South Africa and other 

neighbouring countries continues to be more cost-

effective than local procurement. 

• WFP continues to deliver food commodities both 

overland and by sea, choosing the most cost efficient 

option. 

• A more effective customs clearance process and good 

road conditions during the dry season have facilitated 

timely onward delivery from Luanda and southern 

Angola to Dundo.  

 

 Resourcing Update 

• Additional resources are required to allow 

implementation of the planned voucher programme 

that is intended to enhance refugees’ dietary diversity 

and address their preferences for locally available 

foods while supporting the local economy.  

• More funds are also needed to support the 

procurement of specialized nutritious foods to 

enhance the nutritional value of the food basket. 

• The 2019-20 Regional Refugee Response Plan for the 

DRC crisis is being finalized. It will include a section on 

Angola with related humanitarian needs, response 

strategy and priorities, partnership and coordination, 

and financial requirements. 
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Contacts 

Regional Communications Officer (Johannesburg): Gerald Bourke, gerald.bourke@wfp.org 

Emergency Coordinator (Luanda): Michele Mussoni, michele.mussoni@wfp.org 
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