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The WCLAC Bulletin - July 2014
Gaza – On 8 July, Israeli forces commenced bombarding the Gaza Strip from land, sea and air. Ten days later ground forces moved into

Gaza with the stated purpose of destroying tunnels and halting rocket fire. This Bulletin is devoted entirely to the conflict in Gaza.

 

Testimony – A Palestinian citizen of Israel describes how on 19 July, a protest march against the war in Haifa is met by 2,000 right-

wing extremists chanting “death to Arabs” and “death to leftists” in what she describes as a “pogrom”. “On Saturday evening some

dozen Haifa feminist activists gathered in the Haifa Women’s Coalition house to prepare signs for the protest march scheduled to take

place at 9:30 p.m. The atmosphere was positive, there was a sense that we are doing something, raising our voice, refusing to be

silenced. We took photographs of ourselves with the signs and with the word ENOUGH written on our palms in Arabic (خلص), Hebrew

and English.” Read more ,(éم)

 

Fatalities and injuries -As of 3 August, the UN is reporting that 1,717 Palestinians have been killed including 377 children (22 per

cent) and 196 women (11 per cent). During the same period, 67 Israelis have been killed including two civilians and one foreign national.

According to the UN at least 68 per cent of Palestinian and 3 per cent of Israeli fatalities are civilians. In the case of Palestinian fatalities,

the status of 343 persons has yet to be determined and so the proportion of civlian fatalities could be as high as 85 per cent. These

casualty figures raise the likelihood of legal action due to the apparent failure to abide by the legal requirements of proportionality and

distinction. As of 2 August, the UN is reporting that 9,078 Palestinians have been injured including 2,744 children (30 per cent). It is

estimated that 373,000 children now require psycho-social support. The UN is also reporting that “dozens” of Israelis have been injured

during the same period.

 

 

Testimony – A woman from Gaza describes how her pregnant sister refused to get into an ambulance after reports that they were

being targeted by Israeli artillery. “Today is day 28 of the war in Gaza and still no sign of a ceasefire. Reports on the devastation caused

by Israeli heavy bombardment of densely populated areas have been coming out but very little has been said about the interruption to

normal life. Even those who were not directly hit are suffering tremendously. The other day my 1-year old daughter had high fever and I

ran out of medicine. I had to walk in the dead of night while Israeli fighter jets were bombing Gaza in order to get to the only pharmacy

that was still open. I made it back safely but was shivering of fear that I might be killed.” Read more

 

Property damage –According to the UN since the launch of the Israeli military operation, hundreds of homes have reportedly been

directly targeted by Israeli airstrikes, and it is estimated that at least 945 houses have been totally destroyed or severely damaged in

this manner, causing civilian casualties, including multiple members of the same families. In total, 141 schools have been affected by

shelling due to their close proximity to targeted sites. In the last 24 hours, another government-run kindergarten in West Gaza was

affected by shelling, brining to four the number of kindergartens which have reported significant damage so far, although this number is

likely to increase substantially once a full assessment can be conducted. In the last 10 days three UN schools acting as emergency
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likely to increase substantially once a full assessment can be conducted. In the last 10 days three UN schools acting as emergency

shelters have been hit killing 25 people including children. A number of hospitals and mosques have also been hit. After 27 days of

conflict, around 475,000 people have now been displaced in Gaza.

 

 

Testimony - On 21 July 2014, a woman in Gaza flees heavy bombardment in the Al Shuja’ia neighbourhood with her husband and

children and describes living conditions in a UN school.“I live in Gaza in the Al Shuja’ia neighbourhood with my husband and two sons,

Obaid who is 8, and Zein who is 3. On 21 July, at around 6:30 a.m. we fled from our home on foot. There were no cars on the streets and

it was very dangerous. The bombing and shelling throughout the night was unbearable. We could not sleep and could not leave the

house because it was too dark and too dangerous. When morning broke, my husband and I decided to leave. He carried Obaida and I

carried Zein and we ran as fast as we could. I could hardly catch my breath. We joined hundreds of other people from our

neighbourhood. I was sure we were going to be killed that day. We left the house with hardly anything.” Read more

 

Accountability – Since 1967 over 14 legally binding Security Council resolutions have been passed calling on Israel to withdraw its

troops from Palestinian territory, abide by the Fourth Geneva Convention and halt all settlement activity. Each of these resolutions has

been ignored. July also marks 10 years since the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued an advisory opinion confirming that Israel is

an occupying power in Gaza, East Jerusalem and the West Bank and all Israeli settlement activity is illegal. This opinion from the world’s

highest court has also been ignored. On 23 July 2014, the UN Human Rights Council voted to establish an independent investigation into

possible war crimes committed in Gaza. Consistent with its policy of attempting to shield Israel from any international accountability, only

the US opposed the move.

 

 

Haaretz: When dead children have no names: Israel’s terrifying descent into numbness -  “Nearly a month into Operation

Protective Edge, Israeli ground troops have begun withdrawing from Gaza. While it remains to be seen if the operation makes Israelis

any safer, we can already discern one legacy. It seems to have brought Israel one step closer to an emotional numbness that blocks out

any suffering but our own, as attested by a new, violent voice in the public discourse. “Mohammed Malaka, two years old. Seraj Abdel-Al,

eight years old. Sara al-Eid, nine years old. Saher Abu Namous, four years old. Ahmed Mahdi, 15 years old”. For 90 excruciating seconds,

the woman’s voice - mimicking the detached tone of Israeli radio newscasters - read names of children killed in Gaza during the last three

weeks. “This is only a partial list,” she stressed over and over again. That was an ad submitted on July 23 by human rights organization

B’Tselem to the Israeli Broadcasting Authority, which barred it from airing on the grounds that it was “politically controversial.” Read more
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