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Vision And Mission

War Child’s mission is to work with war-affected communities to 
help children reclaim their childhood through access to education, 
opportunity and justice. War Child takes an active role in raising 
public awareness around the impact of war on communities and 
the shared responsibility to act.

War Child’s vision is for a world where no child knows war.
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Cover photo: children at an early childhood development class in Afghanistan.
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WAR Child CAnAdA  
BoARd of diReCtoRs
Nils Engelstad  
Chair

Leslie Beveridge

Jeffrey Orridge

Kali Galanis 

Elliot Pobjoy

Michael Eizenga

Martha McCarthy



Annual Report 2014  War Child Canada  1

letteR fRoM the foUndeR And the ChAiR
Dear friends,

At the centre of all our work are local communities. We believe 
passionately that here resides the strength and resilience necessary 
to endure the long walk from war to peace. It is the children and 
their families, the teachers and community leaders, the civil society 
organizations and local aid workers that are the real heroes in post-
conflict countries. They must be given the opportunity to drive the 
change that can break the cycle of violence.

In this Annual Report, we are celebrating local people – the people 
we work for, the organizations we partner with and the 95% of our 
staff who are recruited from within the communities where we 
operate. You will read about the progress they have made and the 
fortitude they have demonstrated when navigating in the face of 
complex and dangerous environments. And you will hear from some 
of our local staff directly, as they tell their stories and articulate their 
hopes for the future of their countries.

2014 was a year of consolidation across the organization. This is most 
visible in our programming. We identified the need to have a more 
holistic impact through our work – to ensure that individual projects 
were interlinked and focussed on the same outcome. 

For example, to give a young girl access to education, there are 
multiple interventions that need to take place. You can rehabilitate 
the classroom but without equipment, it is just an empty box. 
A fully equipped classroom only becomes a place of learning if there 
is a trained teacher present. And then you need children to attend. 
If their parents do not have the opportunity to bring in money they 
will not be able to afford to send them, or they will need the children 
to go out and work. And this situation is made many times worse if 
the violence of the recent conflict is carried over into the home. 

War Child’s programming is designed to address all these issues 
through multiple projects. Each of these has separate outputs but 
at the centre of the overall program is the ultimate goal of allowing 
that little girl to go to school and come home to a supportive family 
environment. A wonderful example of this holistic approach is our 
program in Afghanistan. You can read about it on page 6.

War Child is focussed exclusively on children in the context of 
war. Violent conflict exacerbates every issue a child could face in 
peacetime. In 2014, this was brought home in a sudden and extreme 
way in South Sudan, where civil conflict erupted at the end of 2013 
and forced over a million people from their homes – including our 

local staff. On page 12, you can read about how they coped and also 
about how they were able to rapidly shift gears when the context 
changed from rural populations to displacement camps.

Of course our local staff and partners are central to all of this 
consolidation and evolution. Through 2014, we continued to invest 
in their capacity building, so they are able to take on increasing 
responsibility. We introduced a staff exchange program that gives 
staff the opportunity to visit programs in other countries. It allows for 
the transference of innovation between programs and across regions 
and puts our Southern partners front and centre in developing 
War Child’s programs throughout the globe.

2014 demonstrated great progress towards meeting – or exceeding – 
the goals of our Five Year Strategic Plan. That strategy is aggressive 
in its ambition but the organization is in a position at the end of 2014 
that augurs well for continued growth and success. The dedication 
and passion of our local staff and partners is a key reason for 
this. This annual report is a tribute to their extraordinary courage, 
conviction and leadership. Thank you.   

Yours,

Samantha Nutt  Nils Engelstad 
Founder and Executive Director  Chair of the Board of Directors
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Boys at a War Child school in a protection 
of civilians camp, South Sudan.
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In 2014, War Child reached 390,000 people, 
providing access to education, opportunity 
and justice across seven countries.
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hoW WAR Child WoRks
War Child Canada has a singular focus: the protection and restoration of 
childhood for children swept up by the fury of war. Countless millions of 
children have died over the last decade as a result of armed conflict. A United 
Nations study in 2006 estimated that over one billion children were living in 
areas in or emerging from war. Of these, 300 million were under the age of 
five. More than 18 million children had been forced to flee their homes. The 
world is arguably less peaceful now than it was at the time of that report.

The collective failure of world leaders to protect children from the effects of 
war is matched only by the tireless and courageous efforts of their families and 
communities to reclaim their childhood in its wake. This is where War Child’s 
work begins: with local people. Our programming is built by and for them.

Children living in poverty are faced with multiple challenges. When a country 
descends into war, every issue is magnified and new, more acute ones are 
introduced. To counter this, War Child, together with local people, develops 
integrated programs that address multiple issues simultaneously. Access to 
education – both for children and their parents – is a vital component, as is 
access to justice – particularly for those facing endemic sexual violence. With 
so many families’ lives uprooted and their previous livelihoods destroyed, the 
provision of new economic opportunities to support themselves is also at the 
centre of our work.

Guiding all our work is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child because 
the well-being of the child is at the core of everything we do. Children are 
the least responsible for war, and yet they suffer disproportionately. But 
children represent the hopes for the future of any society and we all have a 
responsibility to nurture their potential.

Boys at a Safe Space in Afghanistan.
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LOCAL SOLUTiONS TO GLOBAL PrOBLeMS

The global development community has established and reinforced key principles for 
effective aid – ownership, inclusive partnerships and an accountability to results. This 
Annual Report will demonstrate how War Child takes these guiding principles and 
implements them at a community level and in the specific context of conflict. War leaves 
communities fractured and unstable. War Child believes that rebuilding cohesion is 
key to reducing the risk of a return to violence in the months and years after conflict 
has ended. This is only possible by including the community at every stage of our work. 
Our programs are built by and for the people they benefit. War Child’s role is to support 
and empower local people to take ownership of their own future. And it is why the 
ultimate goal is to build a community or partner’s capacity to the point where War Child 
is no longer necessary for the success of the work.

Long term solutions

To achieve the goal of community empowerment requires a long-term investment 
in those communities. It involves listening to the children and their families and 
responding to the needs that they identify. And it requires the involvement of all levels 
of the community to ensure that they become the drivers of change. 

To ensure a real, substantial and positive impact on the life of a child, War Child 
recognizes the need for programs that target both children directly, and the multiple 
layers of relationships and influencers in their lives – their families, communities, 
schools and local authorities. Positive changes or conflict in any one layer will ripple 
throughout other layers. Providing access to education, justice and skills training, and 
creating protective environments for young people and parents, significantly contributes 
to the healing of post-conflict communities, and has a profoundly positive impact in the 
long term future for children.

War Child trained farmers sell their wares in a market 
in Darfur, Sudan.

Photo credit: Ross Tanner/War Child Canada

95 percent of War Child’s 
overseas program staff is recruited 
from within the community.
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AfghAnistAn
So ingrained is armed conflict in Afghanistan, that insurgents issue a press 
release announcing the beginning of the annual “fighting season”. This marks 
the end of winter, when the weather warms up enough for insurgents to launch 
a renewed offensive. it is a time when once again, children and their families 
brace themselves and hope the fighting doesn’t reach them this time around.

In a country where insecurity has become a way of life, protection is crucial – in 
particular for children and women. It is War Child’s belief that when protection 
is rooted within the community, it is stronger and more robust.

War Child’s Afghanistan program is community-led at every level and as it 
developed over 2014, the community involvement deepened at each stage.

ChiLd PrOTeCTiON

In Kandahar Province, communities that have been displaced by the protracted 
war in Afghanistan are particularly vulnerable and this is especially true for the 
children. After water, food and shelter, protection is their most pressing need. 
Displaced children face increased dangers both in the city and countryside. 
These include conflict-related violence, recruitment by armed forces, street 
violence, kidnapping, car accidents, work-related injuries due to physically 
demanding work and harsh working conditions, and forced early marriage. 
In Kandahar Province – the history of displaced families is one marked by 
increasingly dire and uncertain circumstances.

In collaboration with displaced communities, War Child has established 
10 Safe Spaces for 1000 children and young people who have been affected 
by the war. Getting children and young people into spaces where structured 
activities are facilitated, contributes not only to their immediate emergency 
protection needs but also to building the longer-term resiliency of both 
children and the community.

Afghanistan

Children play at a Safe Space in Afghanistan.
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The communities themselves identified appropriate spaces and War Child trained 
local people to run them. These individuals lead activities such as math, alphabet 
learning, traditional games and songs, artwork, and toy making. Additionally, War Child 
established Community-Based Child Protection Committees, and worked with them to 
build up their capacity, so that they could ultimately take ownership of the program and 
continue to support child protection activities independently of War Child.

War Child also coached groups of children to identify the protection issues that were 
most important to them, and to develop action plans to work with the community to 
address them. The children organized community awareness campaigns around such 
issues as forced early marriage, girls’ education and low school attendance. They also 
arranged for practical solutions, such as the distribution of school kits to children who 
wanted to attend school but who couldn’t because their families couldn’t afford school 
essentials, such as textbooks and school bags. 

exPANSiON ANd evOLUTiON

After demonstrating the success of the program in Kandahar, War Child expanded 
into new areas of Kandahar and to two other provinces – Kabul (building on past 
programming) and Nangarhar, bringing the total to 45 safe spaces across the program 
area. in 2014, 3,900 children attended the safe spaces, 120 adults were trained to 
facilitate the activities, 2,000 school kits were distributed to vulnerable children 
and 12 community campaigns were led by the children to raise awareness of child 
protection issues. 

The effect on the children was profound. When surveyed by War Child staff, 70% said 
they were learning more as a result of attending the spaces and over half said they enjoy 
playing more and feel safer doing so (including 66% of the girls). 95% of the children 
enjoy going to the safe spaces and for most – almost 80% - their favorite thing was 
learning to read and count.

Men learning about women and girls’ rights in Afghanistan.

3,900 children
attended 45 Safe Spaces
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Women learn about their rights in Afghanistan.

1,600 community 
representatives created 
90 Community-Based Child 
Protection Committees

This is a huge improvement. Prior to the safe spaces opening, most children (boys and 
girls) spent time helping to earn an income for their family. Most boys were either daily 
labourers or helped out with the family farming, while girls helped their mothers with 
household chores. This project was able to demonstrate that when families have a safe 
alternative for their children, they will prioritize learning opportunities.  

As part of the protection programming, 1,600 community representatives had created 
90 Community-Based Child Protection Committees. As the year progress and the 
program developed, these committees extended their remit to cover both child 
protection and violence against women and girls. This is a protection issue that is all too 
common in conflicts across the world and Afghanistan is no exception. 

War Child has had great success tackling this issue in other countries, most notably 
in Uganda. The latter is a comprehensive program that has achieved remarkable 
results in community awareness and changing attitudes among those responsible for 
implementing the law – police, judges, government officials and community leaders. 
There is also an impressive track record of successfully resolving individual legal cases. 

War Child has adapted the Uganda model for the communities within its programming 
in Afghanistan. The aim is to work with them and our local partners to strengthen social 
and legal protection by increasing women and girls’ access to legal aid and psychosocial 
counseling services and information, and conducting community awareness and 
education to foster changes in societal attitudes. War Child also works with government 
ministries to advocate for a better judicial system. By the end of 2014, War Child 
had established its first legal aid clinic and began processing cases for direct court 
representation, legal counseling and mediation.

War Child is also helping women in shelters to reintegrate, through community-
based mentoring. The women are given assistance and training by other women to 
help them establish small businesses, so that they are able to support themselves 
independently. This opportunity to generate an income is a form of protection for these 
vulnerable women.

War Child’s Afghanistan program succeeds because it is rooted in local solutions. The 
security situation remained volatile in Kandahar, Nangarhar and Kabul throughout 2014 
and travel was difficult. However, the projects thrived due to the efforts of War Child’s 
local staff and community-based protection committees. It is a clear demonstration that 
when programs are embedded in the community and are implemented by local people, 
they are resilient in the face of whatever challenges they face.   

 



Annual Report 2014  War Child Canada  9

A girl dancing at a safe space 
in Afghanistan.



AN iNTervieW WiTh hAMidA, A COMMUNiTy FACiLiTATOr 
FrOM WAr ChiLd’S AFGhANiSTAN PrOGrAM.

My name is Hamida and I am a community facilitator with War Child in 
Afghanistan. I work within my community on outreach work, helping 
women and children understand and protect their individual rights.

My ID says I am 44 but I think I am nearer 55! I have five children – 
two young sons and three daughters. They have provided me with 
grandchildren who I adore.

I first learnt about War Child’s legal and social activities through the 
women’s group that I lead. We have a small business making and 
selling headscarves. About six months ago I decided to get more 
involved with the War Child legal program. Women and children are 
being beaten and abused – both within their own houses and out in the 
community – and by joining War Child I am making a stand against that 
and helping reduce the violence in this community.

 Although over 60% of people are literate, very few know or understand 
their rights – men, women or children. This is why we face problems 
of violence and why it is so important that the law applies to everyone. 
We run a lot of training sessions on these rights within the populace. 
The community acts like a network, making it very easy for us to reach 
people and means we can bring about positive change very fast. This 
network allows us to broadcast our key messages and it will spread to 
reach everyone.

When we discover cases of abuse through our work, we can refer them 
to War Child’s legal team. I have referred three cases and successfully 
managed a family case by myself, with help from community elders.

Children benefit through the program because now their mothers 
understand children’s rights and we can see a change of attitude 
towards them in the home. The children are also welcome to 
participate in the trainings and campaigns we run. I always brought 
my youngest daughter with me to learn about her rights and she was 
always here during staff trainings.

It makes me proud to be helping my sisters and daughters in the 
community who are facing violence and threats. If programs like this 
continue to conduct trainings and provide social and legal services, 
I am sure there will soon be no place left for violence within families 
and the community.
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Photo credit: Ahmad Sohail Sahel/War Child Canada
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soUth sUdAn
in the context in which War Child works – armed conflict and its aftermath - 
things can change very quickly. When violence erupts our response has to be 
rapid and flexible and it requires tremendous courage and dedication from 
our staff on the ground. in 2014, our staff and partners in South Sudan faced 
just such a challenge. Their reaction exemplified the advantages of recruiting 
from within the community and the understanding and knowledge that those 
employees bring to their work.

In December 2013, the unstable peace that had been in place since South 
Sudan’s birth as a nation in 2011, collapsed into a widespread conflict that 
continues, sporadically, to this day. Thousands have died and at least two 
million people were forced from their homes – War Child staff and their 
families included. Some fled to neighbouring countries, others are now 
living in ‘protection of civilians’ camps. Half of those uprooted are children. 
The threat of hunger is a major issue, with markets, cattle and fishing 
equipment lost to war. 

In the three most affected states – Upper Nile, Unity and Jonglei - around 
1200 schools have been closed, with many now occupied by armed groups. 
Because of this, only 4% of children were enrolled in school in 2014 and 
1.7 million children are in need of emergency education.

At the time of the outbreak of conflict, War Child was setting up livelihoods 
programming for the rural farmers and fishermen of Jonglei. That work was 
immediately suspended. The population fled to camps near the strategically 
important town of Malakal, where War Child had an office. The office was looted 
during the first weeks of the conflict but a staff member courageously rescued 
the equipment (see Padoum’s story overleaf).

War Child’s staff – now themselves relocated to the camps – needed to adopt 
a flexible approach and re-shape the program for these new circumstances. 
They identified education and peacebuilding as key needs for children and 
young people in the camp. 

Sudan

A girl at a War Child classroom in South Sudan.



Annual Report 2014  War Child Canada  13

In the camps, safe spaces were secured and War Child began running accelerated 
learning classes for out-of-school young people – and especially young women - 
to help them catch up on their numeracy and literacy and return to formal education. 
Working with the Ministry of Education Science and Technology, War Child staff 
distributed 500 textbooks in five subjects – including math, english and sciences – 
to the 16 teachers in the program. This, combined with training in advanced learning 
techniques, enabled them to provide classes for 350 young people in the camp. At the 
same time, up to 5000 camp residences were reached with an advocacy campaign 
aimed at enrollment and retention of children, especially girls in school. 50% of the 
young people in War Child’s program are girls.

The camps are by no means safe for young people, with outbreaks of violence 
relatively commonplace. To mitigate this, War Child is offering life-skills classes to 
improve their ability to protect their rights and manage the threats to themselves 
and their communities. The program covers reproductive health, child rights, conflict 
management, sexual violence and effective communication for peace. Following 
the training, War Child supports the youth to take what they have learnt out into the 
community. In total, 700 young people received the training in both life skills and youth 
to youth advocacy techniques.

The teachers and trainers for both programs were recruited from within the displaced 
communities in the camps. This strengthens the programming and contributes to their 
success. These are not strangers to the young people but rather people they have known 
growing up. There is trust and familiarity, which is important when working with at-
risk children and young people. Also, between the staff and students there is a shared 
experience of disruption. They are in this together. And they all want nothing more than 
peace, security and independence. 

Strong inter-community bonds and deep local knowledge are fundamental to 
War Child’s programming in South Sudan, much as it is in other countries. It informs it, 
allows for flexibility and contributes greatly to its sustainability.

A War Child class in a protection of civilians camp in South Sudan.

350 young people  
attended War Child classes



PAdOUM

War Child’s Livelihoods Coordinator in South Sudan - was born in 
Malakal. He was there when the town became the epicenter of the 
conflict. This is his incredible story of how he escaped, and then 
returned to help War Child reimagine its programming for children 
in the ‘Protection of Civilians’ camps. He now lives and works in 
one of the camps, dedicated to helping his community through this 
traumatic time.

This time last year I was working long hours to protect children and 
families in my community from violence and poverty. 

A few months later, I was fighting to protect my own family. 

My name is Paduom. I work for War Child as a Livelihoods Coordinator 
in South Sudan. When I was born here it was just “Sudan”, until 2011 
when the south became a new country called “South Sudan”. 

It has not been a peaceful country. Many of the young people that we 
help believe the only career path is one that involves camouflage and 
an automatic rifle. It’s my job to teach them an alternative.

On December 24 last year I heard a rumour that villages were being 
raided and destroyed by rebels in the nearby countryside. Within a few 
hours I heard the rumour again, and again. I woke up my wife, and 
my mother who lives with us. They bundled up Lela, our two-year-old 
daughter while I stuffed what I could into a suitcase. We ran as fast as 
we could to the United Nations compound in town.

What we found at the compound was chaos. No one was let inside, and 
that night we slept outside – on the wrong side of the gates. For three 
days and nights we slept out there.

This is what living in South Sudan is like. Never easy, never predictable, 
and never guaranteed to be safe. 

We eventually decided to go home. Despite the risks and uncertainty, 
at some point you have to try to return to some kind of routine.

But before long, those rumours started again. I sent my family back 
to the compound while I went to stop at the War Child office first, 
to hide the laptops and printers. My family was able to get into the 
compound – thank goodness – but when I arrived the line stretched 
down the road, and there was no chance I could get in before sundown. 
It wasn’t safe in the streets, so I slept on the floor of a nearby building 
with strangers. 

On the second day, I still could not get in and that night I slept on the 
floor again – but not for long. Government soldiers woke everyone up 
and urged us to leave the city. Rebels were moments away. 

Nine of us ran towards the river nearby and crammed into a small 
boat. We paddled with our hands, keeping our heads as tight between 
our knees as possible. We heard screams. We heard gunshots. It 
seemed like forever before I heard the sound of the boat hitting land on 
the other side of the river. 

We made it across and found a place to hide. We stayed there for 
10 days. 

When it was safe to cross the river again I went straight to the 
compound to find my wife, mother and daughter. They thought they 
saw a ghost. They were sure I had been killed, my body washed up on 
a riverbank.

I haven’t left South Sudan. My office right now is in a camp with 
thousands of others forced from their homes. I have a laptop and 
a place to sleep, and we’ve set up a new education center for the 
children to keep them on track and set up peacebuilding classes for 
at-risk youth. 

I have been back to Malakal and it breaks my heart to see the 
devastation there. So much of it has been leveled by gunfire and 
looting. Schools are closed and children are left without safe places to 
learn and play. It’s horrible to see, but it just makes me want to work 
harder to give those children in the camps a safe childhood on which 
to build a future. 

The people in the camp are my community. I am proud to be helping 
them get through this. 
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finAnCiAls
 CHARITABLE REG. #872374426RR0001

Assets  december 31, 2014   December 31, 2013

Current Assets

Cash  $ 1,223,126 $  656,041
Investment   1,044,445  1,036,652
Accounts and other receivable   608,209  585,005
Prepaid expenses and deposits   65,302  37,095

  2,941,082  2,314,793

Intangible asset  114,933  99,843
Capital assets   36,879  39,667

 $ 3,092,894 $  2,454,303

liABilities And net Assets

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $ 130,020 $  239,121
Deferred contributions   1,062,535  336,008

  1,192,555  575,129

Guarantees and commitments
Net Assets   1,900,339  1,879,174

 $ 3,092,894 $  2,454,303

as at december 31, 2014 
STATeMeNT OF FiNANCiAL POSiTiON
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ReVenUe  december 31, 2014 December 31, 2013

Grants  $ 4,958,136 $  3,371,027
Foundations   307,310  276,433
Donations   702,043  627,533
Special events   402,880  286,178
Corporate   292,213  412,651
Other   22,018  33,126
Donations-in-kind   844,683  766,464

 $ 7,529,283 $ 5,773,412

exPenses

Program
 International programmes $ 4,975,325 $  3,568,137
 Programme support   966,845  847,963
Operations      
 General administration    322,870  320,274
 Fundraising    383,925  307,320
Donations-in-kind   844,683  766,464

 $ 7,493,648 $ 5,810,158

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses before the undernoted   35,635  (36,746)
Less amortization   (14,470)  (10,040)

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses for the year   21,165  (46,786)
Net assets, beginning of year   1,879,174  1,925,960

Net assets, end of year $ 1,900,339 $ 1,879,174

year ended december 31, 2014 
STATeMeNT OF OPerATiONS ANd ChANGe iN NeT ASSeTS

The Statement of financial position as at December 31, 2014 and the Statement of operations and changes in net assets for the year then ended have been 
extracted from the 2014 audited financial statements of War Child Canada. A full version of those audited financial statements is available upon request.
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ALiCiA KeyS’ “We Are here” CAMPAiGN

War Child is one of the charities benefiting from Alicia Keys’ new 
global movement, We Are Here. Alicia announced the initiative on 
September 21 at the Social Good Summit in New York City. 

We Are Here raises funds and awareness for a number of critical 
social issues, including peace, equality, racial injustice, empowerment 
for women and girls, education, gun control, poverty and access to 
healthcare. Donations will be divided between organizations, including 
War Child.

“Wherever we come from, when we see the state of the world today, we 
can all feel the growing frustration and desire to make a difference,” 
said Alicia as she called on the world to join her.

Alicia started The We Are Here Peace Pledge and almost immediately 
received a donation of $1 Million for the causes. Alicia is asking other 
foundations, corporations and fans to add to this pledge so that this 
movement can make serious, lasting change possible.

The ArT OF The GUiTAr

The concept behind The Art of the Guitar was unique to War Child. It was 
to persuade some of the world’s most talented artists and musicians 
to transform guitars into art. It was a huge success. Iggy Pop, Gus Van 
Sant, Michael Stipe, Sam Taylor-Johnson, Shepard Fairey, Matthew 
Bellamy, Dave Stewart, Slater Bradley, Sterling Ruby, Pearl Thompson, 
Robby Krieger, Zevs, AIKO, Ginger Gilmour, Steve McNiven and Michael 
Adamson all donated their time and talent to the project. The guitars 
were donated by Carparelli Guitars. 

The finished works were exhibited in Toronto, before being auctioned at 
Bonhams in New York.

Two-time Academy Award nominee, Gus Van Sant, said, “War Child’s 
mission to bring war-affected communities the resources that their 
circumstances demand is not only crucial and appropriate, but speaks 
to a fundamental quality we have as humans to respond and react to 
injustice, even when we’re not directly affected ourselves. There is 
mystery in the connection we have to each other and the ability to react 
to injustice. Art can be a meditation on these mysteries, as it was for 
me during the process of this project.” 

fUndRAising

Alicia Keys and Dr. Samantha Nutt at the launch of We Are Here.

Photo credit: Stuart Ramson/Invision for United Nations Foundation



Annual Report 2014  War Child Canada  19

The BOdy ShOP hOLidAy CAMPAiGN

Over the holiday period, War Child partnered with The Body Shop on 
a fundraising campaign. The Body Shop offered a line of specially 
curated gifts, with a portion of proceeds from each sale donated to 
War Child.

Christopher Davis, The Body Shop’s International Director of 
Campaigns and Corporate Responsibility spoke about the partnership 
and why they chose War Child. “When we learnt about War Child, we 
were humbled and inspired. They bring hope to vulnerable children 
in some of the world’s most dangerous places. We wanted to make 
something happen which our customers would know was making a 
real difference.”

The funds raised will continue War Child’s efforts to provide children 
in Darfur with the opportunity to enroll in a fully equipped school, 
some for the first time. Additionally, as part of War Child’s program 
in Darfur, special support will be extended to vulnerable out of school 
children through accelerated learning classes and the distribution of 
school supplies.  

“reCLAiM ChiLdhOOd” eveNT 

Dr. Yasmine Hussain and Dr. Khalid Hasanee hosted the Reclaim 
Childhood event at their home in Burlington. They raised over 
$115,000 for War Child’s programs supporting vulnerable children and 
families impacted by the Syrian crisis.  

Over 100 donors attended the event to hear a performance by  
long-time War Child supporter, Chantal Kreviazuk, and to hear 
from War Child Founder, Dr. Samantha Nutt and Lamis Shishani, 
War Child’s Country Representative in Jordon.  

Special thanks must go to the hosts and their families, to Chantal 
Kreviazuk, and to all those who came out to show their support.

Photo credit: Corina V Photography
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The SLAiGhT FAMiLy

The Slaight family is committed to protecting human rights around the world, 
and in 2014 they committed to an unprecedented donation of $7,000,000, 
shared equally between seven internationally-focused charities. War Child is 
one of the beneficiaries of this transformational gift which will enable critical 
development work in some of the world’s most challenging regions.

“My family has supported War Child for nearly a decade because we believe 
their work makes a substantive impact in the lives of children and families 
facing the tragedy of armed conflict,” said Gary Slaight. “We have travelled to 
the field and seen first-hand how this work makes a lasting difference. We are 
proud to make this new commitment to enable the expansion of the Access 
to Justice programs to reach over one million people in the next four years to 
protect human rights.” 

This donation will enable War Child to expand justice programs to reach over 
one million people in six conflict zones by the end of 2018.

Gary and Donna Slaight with their daughters,  
Chrissy and Ali.

Photo credit: Tom Sandler
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AerOPLAN BeyONd MiLeS 
Aeroplan Miles make War Child soar

War Child stretches your donations further by using Aeroplan Miles to lower 
our costs. Many miles are donated by Aeroplan Members all over Canada, 
and Aimia – the parent company of Aeroplan – makes a significant contribution 
every year through the Aeroplan Beyond Miles program.

To date, War Child has received over 14 million donated miles from members 
and over 10 million miles from Aimia—each one helping to expand the impact 
of your gifts. 

Aeroplan Miles enable travel between War Child’s countries of operation, which 
increases knowledge sharing among program staff. This helps build capacity 
and enables continuous improvements in our work; sharing local innovations 
transforms our global approach. In Canada, miles allow War Child to expand 
our reach, leading to more effective fundraising that, in turn, increases the 
number of children who benefit from our work.

Thank you Aimia, and every supporter that donated miles in 2014. 
You’ve helped War Child soar further than ever before. Finance teams from programs around the world were able 

to meet in Uganda thanks to Aeroplan Miles.
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 A WAr ChiLd herO

Dr. Davinder Singh 
Winnipeg, MB

A desire to give back is something my parents instilled in me from very early 
on. International development is an area in which I am especially interested. 
After being introduced to War Child, I did some research and was immediately 
impressed. Soon after graduating from the University of Manitoba, I wanted to 
raise some money so I started a fundraising campaign with my classmates that 
did quite well. 

Knowing that humanitarian work, of the type War Child is doing, takes time and 
commitment, I decided to start giving monthly gifts. Undertaking projects in 
these war zones is extremely tough work, and I wanted to know that my gifts 
can keep the work funded for as long as it takes for change to start taking hold.

I choose to give monthly so that War Child knows it can depend on me for the 
long run.

War Child grateful to Dr. Singh and all the other supporters who recognise the 
importance of investing in long-term solutions to the complex problems faced by 
children in areas of conflict. War Child’s work is made possible by your generosity. 
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thAnk YoU to oUR geneRoUs sUPPoRteRs
War Child is pleased to recognize the following individuals whose 
contributions reached or exceeded $5,000 between January 1, 2014 
and December 31, 2014. We also wish to thank those donors who 
have chosen to remain anonymous. We are profoundly grateful for 
your support.

$100,000 +

The Rooney Family

$25,000–$99,999

Ms. Donna Lunau

$10,000–$24,999

Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Trish Anderson

Nermine El Gammal and G.A. Paper International

Dr. Khalid Hasanee & Dr. Yasmine Hussain

Dr. & Ms. Baseer & Sana Khan

Ms. Kathleen Moore

Dr. Davinder Singh

Mr. & Ms. Walied & Deena Soliman

$5,000–$9,999

Mr. Mohammad Al Zaibak

Dr. Dalia Eino

Mr. Michael Eizenga

Ms. Farah Khan

Dr. Shari Kirsh and Faeren Kirsh Applebaum

Mr. Paul Mitchell

War Child is also proud to acknowledge the following corporations, 
foundations, associations and community events whose 
contributions reached or exceeded $5,000 between January 1, 2014 
and December 31, 2014. We are thankful for your generosity.

$250,000 +

Slaight Family Foundation

$100,000–$249,999

Disney Club Penguin

Street Quality Entertainment

$25,000–$99,999

Aldo Group Inc.

Alicia Keys’ We Are Here Movement 

The Body Shop

Bonhams

Jackson-Triggs Niagara Estate Winery

Pearl Jam’s Vitalogy Foundation

Rifflandia Festival

Sony Music Entertainment Canada Inc.

Universal Music Canada

$10,000–$24,999

Aeroplan Distinction Program

Air Canada Foundation

The Giselle Fund

Paliare Roland Rosenberg Rothstein LLP

Rotman Family Foundation

Simple Plan Foundation

University of Toronto Pie-a-Professor Fundraiser
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$5,000–$9,999

eBay Canada

The International Bar Association Foundation, Inc.

Keep The Beat Nelson Community (Dunavan Morris-Janzen & 
Galen Boulanger) 

St. Michaels University School

Wishlist Foundation

War Child is privileged to be partnered with a network of 
governmental and institutional partners who provide significant 
investment in our mission. We are delighted to recognize 
partnerships that occurred between January 1, 2014 and 
December 31, 2014.

Common Humanitarian Fund 

Democratic Governance Facility 

Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada 

The European Commission

IKEA Foundation

Lutheran World Federation

Open Society Institute 

Save the Children

UN Women

United Nations Development Program

UNICEF

Unifor Social Justice Fund

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

USAID

U.S. Department of State

War Child also received generous in-kind support from individuals 
and organizations who are committed to realizing our vision: 
a world where no child knows war. We are pleased to recognize 
those whose contributions reached or exceeded $10,000 between 
January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.

Aimia (Aeroplan)

Bell Media

Blakes, Cassels & Graydon LLP

Carparelli Guitars

Chantal Kreviazuk

Gibson

Hey Rosetta!

Jam3 Inc.

john st.

OPC TV Inc.

School Editing
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Women working in the fields on a War Child 
demonstration farm in darfur, Sudan.
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